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Welcome to Blue Skies 2026

Welcome to Blue Skies 2026
Welcome to this year’s Blue Skies Music Festival! As always, there will be 
wonderful music and lots of magic. How do we make this year special? 
Just like we do every year we gather: by being neighbourly, being fully 
present and being aware of how we treat each other. We’ll show respect, 
care, and kindness, and we’ll lend a hand to those who might need it.

Land Acknowledgment
We respectfully acknowledge that we are on the unceded homeland and 
traditional territory of the Algonquin Anishinaabeg people. We offer our 
gratitude to the First Nations for their care for, and teachings about, our 
earth and our relations. May we honour those teachings. Indigenous wisdom 
teaches that our responsibility as humans is to give thanks every day, to 
put our minds together as one and give greetings to all the peoples of the 
earth. The traditional way emphasizes the importance of how we treat each 
other as the best way to help us learn behaviour and actions that promote 
harmony and balance within ourselves, our families, our community and the 
natural world. This is what the Seven Grandfather Teachings seek to do – 
encourage respectful behaviour, humility, honesty, bravery, love, wisdom, and 
truth so that every individual has the knowledge and tools needed to act in 
good ways. May our time together here at Blue Skies be guided and blessed.
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Health and safety
Info Booth
Here to help! Come by any time to ask questions or to get pointed in the 
right direction. The Info Booth is located across from the Cook Shack, 
near Inner Parking. Staffed day and night, you’ll find friendly volunteers 
happy to connect you with Security, First Aid or anyone else when you 
need help.
The Info Booth is also where you can check lost and found, sign up for the 
mailing list, and sign up to volunteer!
Need assistance or need to ask a question? Wander over to the Info 
Booth and they will be glad to lend a hand.
First aid
First Aid is located at the top of the hill beside the Info Booth, open from 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm. While not a medical clinic, we do provide support for 
minor injuries and help coordinate care for serious issues.
For after-hours emergencies, find 
Security (in yellow shirts) or go to 
the Info Booth. You can call 911, 
though cell service is unreliable; if 
you do, please alert Security. The 
site address is 2439 Clarendon 
Road (about 10 km, north of 
Highway 7 off the 509).
Medications: Bring all daily meds 
and Epi-pens.
CPAP Machines: Outlets are 
available at the Recycling Depot for 
medical devices only.
Illness Protocol: If you have fever, 
cough, or flu/Covid-like symptoms, 
please alert Volunteers on duty 
before approaching. We will 
provide a mask for close contact.
Accessibility
We strive to ensure that people of all ages and abilities are able to enjoy 
our slice of heaven. Blue Skies organizers and volunteers have completed 
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) training to assist 
when requested as we work to address ongoing accessibility challenges.
We understand some expectations may be difficult to meet on this 
rugged, uneven land. We hope you have everything needed for a 
wonderful festival without the amenities found at home.
In our efforts to address some issues people may face, we have large 

Talking about Ticks
The festival site is a high-risk area for 
Lyme Disease. Prevention and quick 
tick removal are vital:
•	 Prevention: Use DEET or Icardin 

repellent and wear light-coloured 
clothing.

•	 Inspections: Check yourself 
and your children daily. Removal 
instructions are posted at First 
Aid.

•	 Treatment: If a tick is attached 
for over 24 hours, you may need 
antibiotics.

Symptoms typically appear within 
one to two weeks of the bite. Note 
that Ontario pharmacists can now 
prescribe antibiotics for tick bites.
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print programs available, a chill tent to rest service animals or retreat 
yourself from the hustle and bustle, and we are working on better signage 
and markings for pathways.
If you have accessibility requests, questions, or ideas, please visit 
the Info Booth during the festival or email us at accessibility@
blueskiesmusicfestival.ca after the festival.
Fire safety
We have several communal fire pits around the site, perfect for cooking, 
jamming, and meeting neighbours. Never start a fire at a communal pit 
and walk away. Someone must always remain responsible for every fire, 
cook stove, or flame source. Please don’t start fires anywhere else on site. 
Fire safety is vital. Never leave any flame unattended or drop cigarette 
butts on the ground; a fire will ruin the festival for everyone. Depending 
on conditions, a fire ban may be in effect during the weekend. If so, open 
flames—including candles and campfires—are completely banned, though 
carefully monitored cook stoves are permitted.
Clear Paths
Please keep pathways clear through your campsite and encourage 
neighbours to do the same. Emergency vehicles must have clear access 
to every camping area at all times.
Service Animals
If you are attending with a service animal, we request that you register 
the service animal upon arrival at the Front Gate. If you are already on-site 
and haven’t done so yet, please make your way to the Info Booth and 
they will assist you.
A thorough program reader or a very clever mind? Either way you’ve 
come across the first hint there is to find. Where the festival begins is 
where you’ll also start your quest. For a head start on this mission, look 
around a place to rest.
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Need to Know
Peaceful Happy Festival
The communal fire pit nearest the Main Stage will accommodate late-
night revellers. Away from there, it’s less noisy. Sleepy Hollow is the quiet 
camping area between the Main Stage and Gate House. Here we request 
no noise or boisterous singing, but quiet conversation and soft music are 
welcome. But quiet area or not, please remember, your neighbour will be 
a happier camper after some sleep. If your neighbour is more boisterous 
than you would wish, try asking them to tone it down. A gentle request 
goes a long way.
Rules at Blue Skies
We have precious few rules at Blue Skies but we do have ‘em: Dogs are 
prohibited (except for registered service animals, see page 5). Private 
sales are not allowed and no glass bottles are allowed on the Hill. Please 
respect these rules. Thanks everyone.
Critters and Blue Skies
The Blue Skies site is home to a huge variety of critters large and small, 
from dragonflies to raccoons, deer, and even bears. This means we have 
to be a little aware. Critters love to eat, so here are some things that we 
can do to encourage them to dine elsewhere:
•	 Keep all food in a sealed cooler or container, especially overnight;
•	 Keep your garbage in a sealed container so that it does not attract critters to 

your campsite;
•	 Regularly bring your compost and sorted recycling to the recycling depot and 

wash your dishes regularly;
•	 Make your tent a food-free zone, and keep toiletries, including toothpaste and 

shampoo, in a sealed container outside your tent.

Beer, Wine and Alcohol Bottle and Can Recycling
All empty alcohol containers purchased in Ontario can be donated at the 
Recycling Depot. These are returned to the Beer Store, with proceeds 
benefiting the Guatemala Stove Project. All other bottles and cans go to 
standard recycling; if unsure, the volunteers are happy to help.
No Garbage at Blue Skies!
There is no garbage pick-up or removal! You must take all garbage home 
with you in sealed containers. We do, however, handle recycling and 
compost at the Recycling Depot in the Inner Parking Lot.
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Compost and recycling hours:
•	 Sat/Sun: 8:30–10:30 am, 1–3 pm, 6:30–8:30 pm
•	 Monday: 8 am–1 pm SHARP! (we also need as many volunteers as possible 

for this shift)

What to Bring to Recycling:
•	 Compost: Food leftovers, including bones.
•	 Recyclables: Aluminum, tin, glass, cardboard, paper, and plastics #1–7.
•	 Styrofoam: Now accepted in Central Frontenac. Includes white Styrofoam, 

meat trays (remove wrap/liners), packaging blocks, take-out containers,  
and cups. 

•	 Please ensure all recyclables are clean.

Everything else is garbage—please take it home with you!
Treat Your Water Well
All the water at Blue Skies comes from a single well. Our system provides 
good, clean water for drinking, washing, and cooling. BUT, even in wet 
years, it’s a limited supply. So, here are tips for conserving water:
•	 If you clean your plate carefully before you wash it, lunchtime’s rinse water 

can become dinnertime’s wash water.
•	 When washing or showering, turn off the water while soaping up. As Magoo 

says, “It will never get any warmer!”
•	 Please use water sparingly, so there’s enough for all of us.

Sanitation - Our Famous Blue Skies Loos
Blue Skies’ outhouses are world-renowned as the sweetest, most hygienic 
loos! To maintain these high standards:
•	 One poop, one scoop: Use one scoop of sawdust per visit.
•	 Close the lid: This ensures the loo vents properly and stays “pleasant-ish.”
•	 No trash: Only 1’s and 2’s belong in the loo! Please use provided buckets for 

menstrual products only.

Volunteer for a sanitation shift—it’s a quick way to contribute, plus you’ll 
be cheered and revered.

Hand-washing
While the festival provides hand-washing stations and sanitizer, it is smart 
to set up your own station at your campsite or bring preferred supplies.
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Respect, care and kindness
We all contribute to making Blue Skies the magical festival we look 
forward to all year. One of the best ways to maintain good vibes is by 
respecting boundaries and touching people only with their consent. Since 
people aren’t always comfortable with touch, just ask before hugging 
someone and be ready to accept if they are not interested.
If you experience or witness harassment, assault, or harmful behaviour, 
you are encouraged to ask for it to stop, intervene if safe, and contact 
Security as soon as possible. Info Booth volunteers will help connect you 
with Security, First Aid, or anyone else you need to handle situations you 
aren’t comfortable managing alone.
The Security team follows up on every report of harmful behaviour until 
it is resolved. On rare occasions, when resolving a situation calls for 
removing someone from the festival, that is what we do.
Safe ‘n’ Sound
Blue Skies is a special place, but if something goes wrong, know that 
support is close by. Whether you need help or see someone else who 
does, don’t hesitate to reach out. Security—easily recognized by their 
yellow Blue Skies T-shirts—are always available and stationed at the Gate 
and the Info Booth overnight. They will follow up on every report and stay 
involved until the situation is resolved.

Blue Skies Music Festival is not responsible for any injury, loss, or 
damage, however caused. All information is subject to change without 

notice.
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Volunteering
Since its founding, Blue Skies has been entirely volunteer-run, fueled by a 
passion for music and community. To keep the magic—and essentials like 
food and sanitation—flowing, we need your help.
Visit the volunteer sign-up board near the Info Booth to speak with a 
Volunteer Coordinator. They can find roles suitable for any age or ability, 
including options for adults and kids to volunteer together in areas like 
parking, sanitation, or the Kids’ Area.
Use the grid below to track where you and your friends have signed up. 
Have a great festival!

Friday Saturday Sunday

Morning

Afternoon

Evening
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The MC (Masters of Ceremony) Team

Magoo
Magoo once again will be our congenial 
host, connecting the dots, giving us the 
news and dressing the part, along with his 
pals Jake and Eva…because we all know, 
’Good things happen when you dress your 
best’.

Eva Peringer
Born and raised just 45 minutes from the 
festival, Eva Peringer is a Toronto-based 
camp professional and performer. From 
belting it out in the Kids’ Choir to fiddling, 
singing, and dancing with the Fiddle 
Orchestra, the Blue Skies stage has always 
felt like home. Eva has spent more than a 
decade as a festival organizer, and is thrilled 
to return to the Main Stage as part of the 
MC Team.

Jake Roels
Jake has led the Blue Skies Adult Music 
Camp (Campfire Jam Stream) with Magoo 
since 2019—helping pickers and strummers 
go from “what key is this in?” to lead their 
own rip-roaring jams. A lifelong Blue Skies 
kid turned multi-instrumentalist alt-pop 
oddball, Jake has performed on the Blue 
Skies stage(s) for decades—and sent Magoo 
into space (digitally, at least). Jake is thrilled 
to be a part of the MC trio, bringing a love of 
stage technology, mischief and theatrics.
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Concerts at Blue Skies

Let’s help each other enjoy 
the concerts at Blue Skies!

We’re pretty sure there are precious few music festivals where you can 
actually sit on the grass and be at eye level with the musicians on stage. 
This creates a special intimacy between performers and audience. It really 
makes the Blue Skies magic possible.
We want everyone to enjoy these fantastic concerts in this gorgeous 
natural amphitheatre. Please be mindful of your fellow music lovers while 
sharing the good vibes.
Let’s help people behind us see the stage—use low chairs and blankets—
there’s a great view at the back for tall chairs if that’s all you have.
Let’s take dancing and conversation to the side of the hill so people 
around you can enjoy the concert. Please take your smoke break away 
from the crowd, so sensitive lungs can breathe.
Bring your little ones to the benches at the front so they can see too. 
Nowhere else can little kids get so close to the music! To keep everyone 
safe, please keep the kids from dancing on the small apron stage in front 
of the Main Stage.
And watch out for your sleeping little ones and friends: especially when 
it’s dark, people are moving around, and the dance party is happening.
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Friday night concerts

Carine Au Micro
Main Stage, 7:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Hilltop
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Hilltop
Beninese artist Carine’s childhood music 
interest was influenced by her parents, 
especially her mother. Moving to France in 
1998, she collaborated with emerging local 
musicians.
In 2004, she moved to Quebec for 
university and joined the Imani Gospel 
Singers Choir. Meeting artists like Lorraine 
Klassen, Noel Mpiaza, and David Mobio launched her career, leading to 
her 2013 role in Montreal’s *Mahalia Jackson* musical comedy alongside 
Juno winner Ranee Lee.
After 2017 concerts for Vision Diversité and Maison d’Haiti, audience 
demand inspired her debut EP, “O La Si”, released in 2018 as Carine Au 
Micro, following her inspiration, Angelique Kidjo.
www.carineaumicro.com

Jake Blount
Main Stage, 8:30 pm
Workshop: Sunday 10 am - 11 am, Swamp
Workshop: Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, 
Meadow
Musician and scholar Jake Blount highlights 
the African roots of the banjo and how 
African Americans shaped roots and 
Americana music. His 2020 album “Spider 
Tales” (voted a top album by NPR and 
The New Yorker, and rated 5 stars by The 
Guardian) revived forgotten Black and 
Indigenous folk histories.
His dystopian Afrofuturistic album “The New Faith”, released September 
23, 2022 on Smithsonian Folkways, blends hope and anger. It depicts 
an imagined religious ceremony by Black refugees in Maine following a 
climate-collapse of civilization. Blount’s purposeful performances confront 
history to navigate our complicated present and future.
www.jakeblount.com
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Friday night concerts

El Balcón

Main Stage, 9:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 11 am - 12 noon, Main Stage
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Main Stage
Workshop: Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Finger
El Balcón has been active in the vibrant global music scene of Montreal 
since 2018, producing four diverse albums of original music and touring 
extensively across Canada and Europe. Their innovative and energetic 
approach draws influence from Latin America, the Balkans and the Middle 
East, creating a living folklore rooted in a traditional aesthetic.
El Balcón’s vibrant energy is a festive whirlwind, balanced by a deep 
and introspective side that leaves no one untouched. Their art breaks 
down barriers and creates a unifying sense of community. A moment of 
symbiosis and sharing, a dance in which time seems to stand still.
www.elbalconmusic.com
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Saturday & Sunday afternoons

Open Stage
Saturday and Sunday from noon – 2 pm
Your host at the Blue Skies Open Stage, Ali 
McCormick, sings from the heart with love, rhythm, 
and poetic fire. Share your talent and join Ali in 
friendship and artistic expression at the Open Stage 
both Saturday and Sunday at noon.

The Blue Skies Showcase
Sunday, 3 pm, Main Stage
•	 Bright Strings Community Fiddle Orchestra, led by Cindy McCall (Fiddle 

Orchestra practices are Saturday and Sunday at noon at the Swamp gazebo.)
•	 Kids’ Choir, led by Torin Bond and Hannah Lyon, with accompaniment by 

Chris DeAngelis (Kids’ Choir practices are on Saturday and Sunday at 2:15 pm 
on the Kids’ Area large stage).

•	 Ukulele Orchestra, led by Eve Goldberg (The Ukulele Orchestra practices are 
at the Swamp gazebo on Saturday at 10:30 am and Sunday at 1:30 pm.)

The Blue Skies Square Dance
Saturday, 4 pm, and Sunday, 4:15 pm, Main Stage
Join in the fun in the biggest square dance you will ever see! Enjoy a live 
dance band of guest artists and Blue Skies musicians.

Emily Addison – Square Dance caller
Emily Addison is a dynamic dance caller, trad. 
musician, and organizer from Ottawa. From spirited 
contras, to circles and longways dances, to foot-
stompin’ squares, Emily loves to figure out just the 
right dance for folks on the floor. And if you’ve ever 
dreamed of leading a dance yourself, don’t miss 
Emily’s workshop where she will teach folks the 
basics of calling. Let’s dance!

Lea Kirstein – Square Dance band leader
Saturday, 1 pm, Swamp - Join the Square Dance 
Band
Lea Kirstein is a versatile multi-instrumentalist (viola, 
cello, and fiddle), arranger, groover, and educational 
innovator from Toronto. They currently tour Canada, 
the US, and Europe with Medusa Quartet, Anemara, 
and in collaborations with Turkwaz. Lea is the 
founder of “World on a String” –- a Toronto fiddle 
school that values queer inclusivity and celebrates different neurodiverse 
learning styles.
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Saturday night concerts

DIVKA
Main Stage, 7:00 pm
Workshop: Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, Swamp
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm - 2 pm, Finger
DIVKA is two folk fatales with a sonic 
bone to pick. Using bygone folk songs 
from Ukrainian and global women’s 
music-making traditions, they weave a 
constellation on bandura (esoteric Ukrainian 
harp), ethereal polyphonic vocals, and 
guttural ancient invocations on the viola. As 
a sonic rebel reckoning, DIVKA’s music is 
charged with mythology, traditional village 
singing, and generations of femme power, 
mystic whimsy, and a dash of vengeance. 
Their debut album “folk fatale” released April 2nd, 2026.
www.divka.ca

Trout Fishing in America
Main Stage, 8:00 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, 
Meadow
Workshop: Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, 
Meadow
Trout Fishing in America’s Keith Grimwood 
and Ezra Idlet have been friends and 
songwriting partners for almost 50 years. 
Trout has performed in all 50 states, parts 
of Canada, and Europe at just about every 
kind of venue you can imagine, including 
many a Blue Skies. A band of stunning 
contrasts, they may be the only musical act who has opened for Bob 
Dylan and Barney the purple dinosaur. Their solid musicianship, relatable 
lyrics, and unique stage presence unites crowds of all ages in the shared 
experience of live music. If you take having fun seriously, you’ll love the 
Trouts!
www.troutmusic.com
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Medusa + Turkwaz

Main Stage, 9:00 pm
Workshop: Saturday 11 am - 12 noon, Finger (Turkwaz)
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Main Stage (Turkwaz)
Workshop: Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, Swamp (Medusa)
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm - 2 pm, Finger (Turkwaz)
What do you get when you unite four feisty string players with four 
magnificent vocalists? A wild musical alchemy that fuses polyphony, 
harmony, heterophony, and daring rhythmic play to create a rich and 
resonant sound world that is entirely their own.
www.medusaquartet.com
www.turkwaz.ca

Lynn Miles
Main Stage, 10:00 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Meadow
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Lynn Miles is one of Canada’s most 
accomplished singer/songwriters. She has a 
Juno award, two Juno nominations, and six 
Canadian folk music awards. Her 16th album 
“Tumbleweedyworld” was released in 
February 2023 to glowing reviews in North 
America and Europe.
Lynn is an album producer for other artists, 
a songwriting coach, and a public speaker. 
She has toured in 16 countries and is 
currently plotting her next artistic adventure.
“Lynn Miles makes being forlorn sound like a state of grace” 
Jon Pareles NYT
www.lynnmiles.ca/
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Kobo Town

Main Stage, 11:00 pm
Workshop: Saturday 11 noon - 12 noon, Main Stage
Workshop: Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Main Stage
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Main Stage
Kobo Town returns to Blue Skies and other stages across North America 
and Europe to tour their new album “Carnival of the Ghosts”, where the 
wit and wordplay that defined the group’s previous releases are on full 
display, accompanied by an everything-soup of infectious Caribbean 
sounds –- where calypso melodies and ska-driven horn hooks collide 
over heavy reggae and soca bass grooves, all amid an interplay of dirty 
electric guitars with hints of zouk and son montuno.
www.rootsrockcalypso.com
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Sunday night concerts

The Blue Skies Choir
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 7 pm
The Blue Skies Choir, led this year by Jane Lewis with accompaniment by 
Katherine Wheatley, is a chance for any festival-goer to sing! Singing in a 
choir is an accessible music-making activity that is challenging and fun. It 
often surprises and always produces spectacular results. See page 22 for 
more info.

Allysann Mei
Main Stage, 7:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Workshop: Sunday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Allysann Mei is an indie-folk singer-
songwriter from Chelsea, QC, currently 
based in Montreal. Through songwriting 
and music, she has found a space where 
self-reflection and emotion flow freely. 
Listeners are drawn into this world with 
carefully crafted lyrics, weaving melodies, 
and personal anecdotes. Allysann has spent 
the past year recording her debut EP, to be released this summer.
www.instagram.com/allysannmei

Mama’s Broke
Main Stage, 8:30 pm
Workshop: Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Meadow
Workshop: Sunday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
For over a decade, Canadian duo Mama’s 
Broke (Amy Lou Keeler and Lisa Maria) have 
forged a “folk-without-borders” style. Their 
forthcoming 12-song LP “Reunion”, out 
August 28 via Free Dirt Records and Forward 
Music Group, follows years of near-constant 
touring through small clubs and DIY spaces.
Winners of the 2017 Canadian Folk Music 
Award for Ensemble of the Year for their 
debut “Count the Wicked”, their music is 
rooted in busking, traveling by foot, and 
deep folk lineages spanning Eastern Canada, Appalachia, Ireland, and 
beyond. Grounded in tradition, their unique sound belongs to no single 
place.
www.mamasbroke.ca
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Sunday night concerts

Moonfruits
Main Stage, 9:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 11 am - 12 noon, Finger
Workshop: Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, Meadow
Moonfruits is the creative braiding of 
Alex Millaire, Kaitlin Milroy and their 
collaborators, all city dwellers yearning for 
the forest – a dreamship brimming with 
love, resilience and hope. Hailing from 
the unceded Territory of the Algonquin 
Anishinaabe (Ottawa), their tender and 
powerful harmonies ring out in French and 
English over a landscape of guitar, banjo, 
harmonium, double bass and found sounds. 
Moonfruits have toured in Canada, Europe 
and the US for heart-forward music lovers of 
all stripes – let this CFMA-nominated group transport you.
www.moonfruits.ca

SHEBAD
Main Stage, 10:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Main Stage
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm - 2 pm, Meadow
SHEBAD is the creative spirit of visual 
artist and vocalist Claire Voy and multi-
instrumentalist Ciccio Spagnolo, bolstered 
by musicians and collaborators Emil White 
(sax/keys/vocals), Emmitt Leacock (drums), 
and Bella Tian (vocals/keys). Hailing from 
Guelph, Ontario, their music plays in the 
realm of Acid Jazz, characterized by fusion 
rhythms and arrangement, danceable 
basslines, and transcendent layered vocals. 
Their sound is a synthesis of influences 
like Stevie Wonder, Hiatus Kaiyote, Amy 
Winehouse, Daft Punk, and Erykah Badu, making the music compelling 
and curious with lyrics from the heart. CBC’s Laila Biali aptly describes 
their sound as “Music that exists in a sonic world of its own”.
www.shebad.ca
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Curtain Performers

Xefira Ganton
Workshop: Saturday 11 am - 12 noon, Hilltop
Xefira (she/her) is a trans-genre fiddle player and 
songwriter emerging from deep cover, where she’s 
crafting whole zines of joyful new tunes. “Toronto 
Queer Fiddle Tunes: Vol. 1” came out in 2024, 
and she’s working on a sequel. An architect by 
day, Xefira can often be heard singing around the 
community with Marching Disorder, a music-making 
collective and radical brass band.
Xefira is thrilled to be back at Blue Skies for a second time, stretching her 
wings & breaking binaries to bring you protest songs & soup jigs, along 
with wild selections from her queer Tolkien-inspired parody musical.
www.instagram.com/xefira_music

Hannah & Nathan
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Swamp
Featuring pristine vocal harmonies accompanied 
by the earthy pulse of fiddle and banjo, Hannah 
& Nathan weave a rich tapestry of timeless songs 
and tunes grown from their love of Appalachian 
music. Hannah Shira Naiman and Nathan Smith are 
acclaimed songwriters and multi-instrumentalists, 
each with a national presence in folk music: both 
are CFMA winners and have spent over a decade 
honing their craft.
www.hannahandnathanmusic.com

Vicki Brittle
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Vicki Brittle is a Folk/Rock singer-songwriter 
from the Ottawa Valley known for her distinct, 
unforgettable vocals and acoustic melodies that 
weave through reflective lyricism. Brittle believes 
in the magic of music, and is often referred to as 
an “Old Soul”, bringing a memorable energy and 
presence to every stage she steps on.
www.vickibrittle.com
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Curtain Performers & Other Special Guest Artists

Layla Staats
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Hilltop
Workshop: Sunday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Layla Staats, a Mohawk Turtle Clan filmmaker and 
storyteller from Six Nations of the Grand River, is a 
generational residential school survivor reclaiming 
her identity.
She premiered her second documentary, *Boil 
Alert*, at the 2023 Toronto International Film 
Festival. Staats recently launched her musical career 
with the single “White Pine,” which reflects her work as a land defender 
and water protector. By sharing her personal experiences and the truths 
of her water journey across Turtle Island, she raises vital awareness for 
Indigenous issues, leaving a profound, transformative impression on 
audiences of all ages.
www.laylastaats.com

Elise Boeur & Adam Iredale-Gray
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Finger (Adam)
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm - 2 pm, Hilltop
JUNO nominated, Canadian Folk Music Award 
winning instrumentalists Elise Boeur & Adam 
Iredale-Gray explore fiddle music in fluid, easy 
lockstep. Fiddler and Hardanger fiddle player Boeur 
draws from the wells of Norwegian and Swedish 
music, while Iredale-Gray is a versatile guitarist and 
fiddler with deep roots in Irish traditions. They each 
spent years touring as collaborators with diverse projects, and all along 
they were playing fiddle tunes at sessions, folk dances, and afterparties. 
This duo project invites you into these social music afterhours, as they dig 
into their favourite tunes on hardingfele, guitar, and raging twin fiddles.
www.eliseandadam.com

Other Special Guest Artists
As always, Blue Skies is blessed with an abundance of musical friends, 
some new and many long-standing. They grace our music workshops 
and Main Stage this weekend, and help keep the music happening 
at campfires long into the night. To Rebecca Campbell, Stacey Can-
Tamakloe, Sam Allison, Ann Downey, Jody Benjamin, Christine Graves, 
Maddy Macnab, John Williams, Emilyn Stam, Teilhard Frost, Trevor Mills 
and the many other hyper-talented festival-goers who make this festival 
so special, a heartfelt thank you!



22 Blue Skies 2026

Blue Skies 2026The Blue Skies Choir & Ukulele Orchestra

The Blue Skies Choir

Jane Lewis and Katherine Wheatley
Jane Lewis and Katherine Wheatley are strong 
believers in the power of music and singing to bring 
people together. They co-lead weekly choir groups 
in their home town of Guelph, as well as a bi-annual 
Women’s Music Weekend retreat. They each lead 
various music workshops around Ontario, alongside 
their individual careers as singer-songwriters. Jane 
is in the duo Gathering Sparks, and Katherine tours 
with the trio Boreal. They have multiple recordings.
www.janelewis.ca & www.gatheringsparks.com
www.katherinewheatley.com & 
www.borealsongs.com

Blue Skies Choir Practice Schedule
Choir practice is in the Choir Loft, tucked in behind 
the Kids’ Area. Everyone is welcome and music is 
provided. No experience is necessary, just the love of singing!
•	 Friday 5 pm – Early Bird Choir Meet and Greet
•	 Saturday 10:30 am – An important rehearsal, bring your coffee!
•	 Saturday 5:30 pm – The important rehearsal
•	 Sunday 9 am – The more important rehearsal
•	 Sunday 1 pm – The MOST important rehearsal
•	 Sunday 6:30 pm – Gather beside the Stage with your music
•	 Sunday 7 pm – Performance time! We take to the Main Stage!!

Ukulele Orchestra

Eve Goldberg - Ukulele Orchestra
Main Stage, Sunday, 3 pm
Workshop: Saturday, 11 am - 12 noon, Swamp
Workshop: Sunday, 1:30 pm - 3 pm, Swamp
For over 30 years, Eve Goldberg has performed her 
signature blend of folk, blues, country, bluegrass, 
old-time, and jazz across Canada and the US. She 
has released three CDs and currently performs in 
the folk/roots duo Gathering Sparks.
Offstage, Eve teaches music to adults in community settings, leading both 
the Parkdale Ukulele Group and the Ukulele Orchestra of Toronto (Ukes 
of T). She spent over 20 years organizing Ontario’s adult folk retreat, 
The Woods Music and Dance Camp. Eve also teaches for the James Hill 
Ukulele Institute and at coast-to-coast festivals.
www.evegoldberg.com
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Cindy McCall and the Bright Strings Community 
Fiddle Orchestra 

Main Stage, Sunday 3 pm Showcase
Workshop Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Swamp
Workshop Sunday 12 noon - 1:30 pm, Swamp
Directed by Cindy McCall, the Bright Strings Community Fiddle Orchestra 
carries on the 26-year tradition of the Blue Skies Community Fiddle 
Orchestra. This all-ages group features 60+ musicians from Lanark and 
Frontenac Counties, plus distant members joining via Zoom.
Their contagious, toe-tapping music is a festival highlight. Friends are 
invited to bring instruments to the Swamp Gazebo for “Join the Fiddle 
Orchestra” workshops on Saturday and Sunday, at noon, followed by a 
performance at the Sunday afternoon Showcase. Sheet music is available; 
see Cindy.
This 26th anniversary celebrates the continuing relationship between 
Blue Skies, and the Bright Strings Community Fiddle Orchestra that keeps 
local fiddle traditions alive. The Fiddle Orchestra, has a focus of inclusivity 
and affordable music instruction, and is now an independent not-for-profit, 
registered charity, performing locally at schools, the Perth Pride parade, 
the Festival of Small Halls, farmers markets, and seniors’ residences.
For 40 weeks throughout the year, there is a Friday night Zoom class. 
Meeting in person at Maberly or Burgess halls on Saturday, there 
are various levels and styles of classes focusing on harmony and 
counterpoint. Cindy scores parts for fiddle, cello, bass, guitar, whistle, 
mandolin, and viola.
To join, call Cindy at 613-278-2448, email brightstringsfiddle@gmail.
com, or visit their Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/962111450498255/).
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Oskar Graf
Oskar Graf died suddenly late last 
summer. His passing shocked our 
community, as only one month earlier 
we had enjoyed his smiling presence at 
the 52nd Blue Skies festival. Here, we 
remember him. 
Oskar grew up in postwar Berlin, 
trained as a cabinet maker, travelled 
extensively, and met his wife, Susan. A 
twist of fate landed the young couple 
in Toronto, where Oskar discovered an 
interest in building musical instruments. 
He studied with local builders he met 
through the Toronto Folklore Centre 
and the Mariposa Folk Festival. Soon he and Susan dreamed of a rural 
life and in 1970 they bought land near Clarendon Station. After building a 
small home and shop, Oskar began building dulcimers and then his world-
renowned guitars.
Oskar, Susan, and their young son Tony joined a growing group 
of homesteaders “North of 7” and were inspired to host a festival. 
Their property - a former goat farm - was home to a beautiful natural 
amphitheatre, and their community included many musicians and helping 
hands. The first Blue Skies Music Festival came to life in 1974, and while 
Oskar always believed it to be a true community event, this festival would 
not have happened without him.
By the mid 1980s, Oskar and his then partner Claudia left to work and 
volunteer in Vanuatu in the South Pacific. This was the first opportunity 
to test Oskar’s conviction that Blue Skies could happen without him. 
While Oskar was missed deeply during those years, he left his land and 
the festival in the care of a sizable group of dedicated volunteers, and 
he was right – the music went on. His return to the festival in 1989 was 
celebrated.
Oskar’s visions for Blue Skies were dynamic and forward-thinking. In 
2002, he offered to sever the festival site from his property and sell it 
to the organization. After several years of group discussion, fundraising, 
and much generosity by Oskar, Blue Skies became a landowner. Oskar’s 
involvement continued long after he left the roles of “festival landlord” 
and, years later, “festival neighbour” when he sold his home and moved to 
Westport. He remained a stalwart mentor, wise counsel, and perennial fan 
of the festival.
We are forever thankful to Oskar for his wisdom and forethought. He will 
continue here in spirit - standing a few paces from stage left, pausing to 
smile and chat with friends, and enjoying the music.
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There are three different kinds of workshops at Blue Skies – holistic, 
music and kids’. Holistic workshops are chosen to appeal to a wide 
variety of festival-goers and cover an astounding variety of topics. The 
music workshops are usually led by a host and one or two scheduled 
participants, with the hope that other musicians will be able to and want to 
join in. Generally, the holistic workshops are scheduled earlier in the day 
and the music workshops in the late morning and afternoon.

Want to give a workshop next year at Blue Skies?
Enjoying the workshops at Blue Skies this year? Can you imagine you 
or someone you know giving a workshop? What are you passionate 
about? What do you really want to share with others? This is a safe place 
to develop your presentation skills and have fun at the same time. And 
workshop presenters receive a free camping ticket to the festival! We 
have holistic and kid workshops. Start thinking of amazing Blue Skies 
workshops for next year. The link to submit your proposals will be up on 
the Blue Skies Music Festival website from Dec 1 until Feb 15. Check the 
website for updates.
www.blueskiesmusicfestival.ca

Oskar Graf died suddenly late last 
summer. His passing shocked our 
community, as only one month earlier 
we had enjoyed his smiling presence at 
the 52nd Blue Skies festival. Here, we 
remember him. 
Oskar grew up in postwar Berlin, 
trained as a cabinet maker, travelled 
extensively, and met his wife, Susan. A 
twist of fate landed the young couple 
in Toronto, where Oskar discovered an 
interest in building musical instruments. 
He studied with local builders he met 
through the Toronto Folklore Centre 
and the Mariposa Folk Festival. Soon he and Susan dreamed of a rural 
life and in 1970 they bought land near Clarendon Station. After building a 
small home and shop, Oskar began building dulcimers and then his world-
renowned guitars.
Oskar, Susan, and their young son Tony joined a growing group 
of homesteaders “North of 7” and were inspired to host a festival. 
Their property - a former goat farm - was home to a beautiful natural 
amphitheatre, and their community included many musicians and helping 
hands. The first Blue Skies Music Festival came to life in 1974, and while 
Oskar always believed it to be a true community event, this festival would 
not have happened without him.
By the mid 1980s, Oskar and his then partner Claudia left to work and 
volunteer in Vanuatu in the South Pacific. This was the first opportunity 
to test Oskar’s conviction that Blue Skies could happen without him. 
While Oskar was missed deeply during those years, he left his land and 
the festival in the care of a sizable group of dedicated volunteers, and 
he was right – the music went on. His return to the festival in 1989 was 
celebrated.
Oskar’s visions for Blue Skies were dynamic and forward-thinking. In 
2002, he offered to sever the festival site from his property and sell it 
to the organization. After several years of group discussion, fundraising, 
and much generosity by Oskar, Blue Skies became a landowner. Oskar’s 
involvement continued long after he left the roles of “festival landlord” 
and, years later, “festival neighbour” when he sold his home and moved to 
Westport. He remained a stalwart mentor, wise counsel, and perennial fan 
of the festival.
We are forever thankful to Oskar for his wisdom and forethought. He will 
continue here in spirit - standing a few paces from stage left, pausing to 
smile and chat with friends, and enjoying the music.
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Main Stage Finger Drum Circle Meadow

9:00 Swing Dance and 
Jam!
Hobin Jupe &
Antoine Fraser

Alto High Speed 
Rail - What Does 
it Mean for Blue 
Skies?
Bridget O’Flaherty 
& Haley Rose

"Mino 
Biimaadzawin" A 
Good Life
Donna Mcleod 
Shabogesi 
& Mandy 
Perissinotto

You Can Tell A 
Story!
Dawne McFarlane 
& Andrea 
Prazmowski

10:00 Quilts For 
Survivors
Bridget O’Flaherty 
& Olivia Shaw

How to Read a 
Forest
Aileen Duncan

Roots, Rhythm & 
Resonance
Christine LaRock

Yoga for the 
Chakras
Cera Gagnon & 
Kendra Bell

11:00 Musical 
Collaboration
El Balcón &  
Kobo Town

Harmony Singing
Moonfruits & 
Turkwaz

Eco-Regulating 
& Forest Bathing 
with Reflection 
Circle 
Daniella 
Comacchio

Zoogle: The 
Game of Integrity
James Nelson

Noon Traditional 
Calypsos
Kobo Town

Balfolk Dancing
John Williams & 
Emilyn Stam

Songs and 
Stories
Trout Fishing in 
America &  
Lynn Miles with 
Magoo

1:00 Rhythm and 
Groove
El Balcón & 
Turkwaz

Guitar 
Accompaniment
Adam  
Iredale-Gray

Learn To Yodel
Ann Downey & 
Jody Benjamin

2:00 Improvised 
Improvisation
Kobo Town & 
SHEBAD

More Than 50 
Years of Oskar 
Stories
Annie Creighton, 
Greg & Gini 
Forbes

Healing Through 
Song
Vicki Brittle,  
Lynn Miles &  
Allysann Mei

3:00

4:00 Square Dance
Caller:  
Emily Addison
Band leader:  
Lea Kirstein

5:00 Blue Skies Scavenger Hunt
10 am

Gather at the Info booth to start
your quest

Drum Workshop
Stacey Dela  
Can-Tamakloe
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Hilltop Swamp Open Stage
Morning Reiki-Infused 
Yin Yoga
Tara Mazurk

Learn Thai Massage on 
the Mat - Hips, Legs, 
Feet
Jacqueline Marie 
Mcchesney

Cyanotyping: Creating 
Solar Prints
Abby Nowakowski

9:00

Unplugged & 
Grounded: Healing 
Our Relationship with 
Technology
Daniel Airth-Nelson

Analog Animation with 
Traditional Materials
Peggy Collins & 
Azalea Tokonitz

10:00

Queer Fiddle Tunes
Xefira Ganton &  
Maddy Macnab

Join the Ukulele 
Orchestra 
Eve Goldberg

Building Blue Skies 
Time: A Sundial 
Workshop
Amanda Klarer

11:00

First Meeting with the 
Kalabash
Carine au Micro

Join the Fiddle 
Orchestra
Cindy McCall

Open Stage
Ali McCormick

Noon

The Evolution of Land 
Acknowledgements
Layla Staats

Join the Square Dance 
Band
Lea Kirstein

1:00

An African Lullaby in 
Mina
Carine Au Micro

Old Time Session
Hannah Shira Naiman & 
Nathan Smith

2:00

3:00

Blue Skies OM
Christa Matthews

4:15

After Concert 
Astronomy
Dark, Hill Top, 

overlooking stage

Blue Skies Choir Loft
Friday 5 pm Meet and Greet

Saturday 10:30 am Choir Practice
Saturday 5:30 pm Choir Practice

5:00
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The Inner Parking Lot is close to the 
important stuff. The Recycling Depot is 
across from the outhouses. Follow along to 
the right and up to the Info Booth and Cart 
Depot. Continue around the Info Booth to 
First Aid and next to it are the T-Shirt Store 
and the Music Store. Across from and facing 
the Info Booth is the Cookshack (with the 
FOOD sign), to the right and down from the 
Cookshack is the Ice Freezer, while up and 
to the left is the Snack Shack and Corn Boil.  
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Outhouses — There are numerous outhouses or loos at Blue Skies, 17 in total, so many that 
we don’t even mark them on the map. Just look around and you’re bound to see one. Three 
of the loos have two holes so you can share that special time with a friend!  And there are 
two accessible loos, in the Inner Parking Lot and in the Kids’ Area.
Water — There are five public water taps on the map - at the Cooling Station in Sleepy 
Hollow, at the top of the hill next to the Store and Recycling, at the washing station at the 
entrance to High Meadow, behind the Cooling Station in Magooville, and in the Kids’ Area. 
Please conserve water.
Workshops — Most workshops happen within sight of the Main Stage. If you stand in front 
of the Main Stage and look up the hill, there are four tarp-covered gazebos within sight - the 
Swamp Gazebo is tucked around to your right, the Hilltop Gazebo is ahead and up to the 
right, the Meadow Gazebo is ahead and to your left, and the Finger Gazebo is around on 
your left. The Open Stage is at the top of the hill across from the Info Booth, while the Choir 
Loft and Drum Circle are behind the Main Stage, hidden down a road behind the Kids’ Area, 
up in the woods.

Cooling Stations — It’s only cold water but in the heat of August most folks are really 
grateful. There are two cooling stations — in Sleepy Hollow and in Magooville. Both have 
three stalls, one of the stalls in Magooville is wheelchair accessible.
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Main Stage Finger Drum Circle Meadow

9:00 Build and be a 
Puppet! How to 
Create Large-
Scale Puppets
Erica Angers & 
Lee Cameron

Sunday Morning 
Meditation (Take 
It Home With 
You)
Bronwen 
McCann & Micah 
Brubaker-Zehr

Somatic Drum 
Journey
Daniella 
Comacchio

Bollywood Dance 
- The Joy of 
Celebration
Henna Kaur Sodhi 
& Kuljit Sodhi

10:00 Let’s Weave a 
Cute Rope Coil 
Basket!
Chantal Lawrence

Compassionate 
Listening
Mara Young & 
Erica Stephanson

Lughnasadh Yin 
Yoga - A Harvest 
Celebration
Keara Semple

Juggling, 
Devilsticks, Poi 
and Diabolo
Ethan Anderman 
& Jessie Young

11:00 Songs of 
Hope, Protest, 
Resistance 
& Resilience 
Rebecca 
Campbell

Entanglement: 
A Human Knot 
Experience
Kendra Bell & 
Jeremy Bell

Teamwork Makes 
the Dream Work
Moonfruits & 
Trout Fishing in 
AmericaHealing Crystal 

Bowl Sound Bath
Garth Shook & 
Megan HillNoon Zapateado

El Balcón
Song Circle avec 
Banjo
Mama’s Broke, 
Jake Blount & 
Lotus Wight

Oskar Graf 
Guitars
Christine Graves

1:00 Singing 
Traditions
DIVKA & Turkwaz

Sounds of Blue 
Skies Cassette 
Tape
SHEBAD

2:00 Dance Calling 101
Emily Addison

Let's Sing About 
It!
Mama’s Broke, 
Layla Staats & 
Allysann Mei

3:00 The Blue Skies 
Showcase

4:15 Square Dance
Caller:  
Emily Addison
Band leader:  
Lea Kirstein

5:00 Drum Workshop
Stacey Dela  
Can-Tamakloe

After
Music

Rise Again at 
Night
Vampire Folk 
Band
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Hilltop Swamp Open Stage
Connection Through 
Conversation
Sarah Osman

Dance Natya Yoga 
Dance
Jackie Mcchesney

Avoiding Lyme Disease 
in the Age of Ticks
Ron Hartling

9:00

Intro to Tarot: Connecting 
to Intuition
Sarah Fitzpatrick

A Deep Dive into 
Fiddle & Banjo
Jake Blount &  
Teilhard Frost

Natural Dyeing: How to 
Pound Flowers
Chloe Abigail Magadia-
Fitzpatrick

10:00

A Five Petaled Herbal 
Practice
Meghan Angela Robinson

Eastern European 
Fiddling
DIVKA & Medusa

How to Write Yourself 
Out of a Bad Mood
Parrish Wilson

11:00

Adventures in Alter Ego
Vampire Folk Band

Join the Fiddle 
Orchestra
Cindy McCall

Open Stage
Ali McCormick

Noon

Scandinavian Tunes
Elise Boeur &  
Adam Iredale-Gray

1:00

Join the Ukulele 
Orchestra 
Eve Goldberg

Balfolk Tunes
John Williams &  
Emilyn Stam

2:00

3:00

Blue Skies OM
Christa Matthews

4:15

After Concert 
Astronomy
Dark, Hill Top, 

overlooking stage

Blue Skies Choir Loft
Sunday 9 am Choir Practice
Sunday 1 pm Choir Practice

Sunday 6:30 pm Choir Practice
Sunday 7 pm – Performance time!

5:00
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Saturday
HOLISTIC Swing Dance and Jam!

9 am - 10 am, Main Stage
An intro to Lindy Hop and social partner dancing, focusing on rhythm, 
musical connection, and consent. Participants are invited to either dance 
or join the live music jam, both led throughout. Learn the basics of dance 
with minimal experience—applicable to almost any music.
Hosts: Hobin Jupe & Antoine Fraser

HOLISTIC Alto High Speed Rail - What Does it Mean for Blue Skies?
9 am - 10 am, Finger
Join a community sharing circle to explore the proposed Alto High 
Speed Rail project and what it may mean for Blue Skies. Share questions, 
insights, and perspectives as we discuss potential impacts, opportunities, 
and next steps together. This facilitated conversation invites open 
dialogue and collective learning.
Hosts: Bridget O’Flaherty & Haley Rose

HOLISTIC “Mino Biimaadzawin” A Good Life
9 am - 10 am, Drum Circle
Significant to Indigenous nations, the drum represents Mother Earth’s 
heartbeat, touching our hearts like a mother. Traditional Anishinabe 
practices offer beautiful guidance for living “Mino Biimaadzawin” (A Good 
Life). This workshop explains basic values and foundational teachings, 
creating a true understanding of Anishinabe principles.
Hosts: Donna Mcleod Shabogesic & Mandy Perissonotto

HOLISTIC You Can Tell A Story!
9 am - 10 am, Meadow
You can tell a story anytime, anywhere. What makes a good story? Come 
and find out in this all-ages workshop. We’ll tell some good stories and 
teach you how to tell them too. Stories can have a place in the rhythm of 
each day. Rhythm, rhyme, harmony and fun!
Hosts: Dawne McFarlane & Andrea Prazmowski
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HOLISTIC Morning Reiki-Infused Yin Yoga
9 am - 10 am, Hilltop
Come welcome a beautiful morning and gently wake up the body with 
Reiki-infused yin yoga. Be guided through a yin yoga sequence that 
allows you to flow through relaxing yet empowering movement and 
activate your intention for the day. A good morning, a good stretch, and a 
great glow.
Host: Tara Mazurk

HOLISTIC Learn Thai Massage on the Mat - Hips, Legs, Feet
9 am - 10 am, Swamp
Learn a Thai massage sequence focused on opening the hips, warming 
the legs, and massaging the feet—perfect for those busy Blue Skies feet! 
Each participant will both give and receive a massage. Please bring a 
yoga mat or blanket. Bring a friend or meet one there.
Hosts: Jacqueline Marie Mcchesney

HOLISTIC Cyanotyping: Creating Solar Prints
9 am - 11 am, Open Stage
Learn to print with the sun in this 2-hour workshop exploring cyanotype—
one of the earliest photographic processes. Led by artist Abby 
Nowakowski, participants will experiment with photosensitive solutions, 
design their own images, and develop unique sunprints, also known as 
blueprints or cyanotypes.
Host: Abby Nowakowski

HOLISTIC  Blue Skies Scavenger Hunt
10 am, Gather at Info booth to start your quest
Puzzles hidden, a hunt awaits, with clues out theRe to be found. sOlve 
riddles toGether as you exploRe the chArMing festival grounds. stretcH 
your legs, Incite your minDs, with friEndS old And new — a Cool surprise 
Looms for those who crack the final clUE.
Hosts: Jeanna Finney & Katie Roberts

HOLISTIC Quilts for Survivors
10 am - 11 am, Main Stage
Join us for a sustainable craft workshop exploring the meditative art of 
hand slow stitching with eco-friendly materials. Connect with makers to 
learn sewing and quilting basics while discussing textile sustainability. All 
materials are provided to create quilt blocks contributing to the Quilts for 
Survivors project. Bring supplies to personalize your experience.
Hosts: Bridget O’Flaherty & Olivia Shaw
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HOLISTIC How to Read a Forest
10 am - 11 am, Finger
Get to know the trees and forest around you by learning clues that explain 
how forests grow, change, and support biodiversity. Leave with practical 
tools to better understand the forests around you. Curiosity required, 
pants and shoes recommended.
Host: Aileen Duncan

HOLISTIC Roots, Rhythm & Resonance
10 am - 11 am, Drum Circle
Roots, Rhythm & Resonance is an embodied community ritual using gentle 
shaking, collective humming, and symbolic self-marking. Participants reset 
their nervous systems, connect through rhythm and vibration, and create 
a simple body symbol to anchor intention, belonging, and presence 
throughout the festival weekend.
Host: Christine LaRock

HOLISTIC Yoga for the Chakras
10 am - 11 am, Meadow
Learn to energize your body with movement and breathwork while you 
open your energy centres. Chakra-focused exercises can ignite instant 
healing and inner calm while also providing a sense of deep rejuvenation!	
Hosts: Cera Gagnon & Kendra Bell

HOLISTIC Unplugged & Grounded: Healing Our Relationship with 
Technology
10 am - 11 am, Hilltop
How is technology reshaping our health, families, and children’s 
development? Drawing on Jonathan Haidt’s The Anxious Generation 
and years of hands-on digital wellness work, this interactive workshop 
explores screen addiction, ethical AI, electromagnetic wellness, and 
sustainable tech choices—offering practical tools for creating healthier 
boundaries and reclaiming real-world connection.
Host: Daniel Airth-Nelson

HOLISTIC Analog Animation with Traditional Materials
10 am - 11 am, Swamp
This lo-fi animation workshop will teach you to create the illusion of 
movement using items you have around the house and your imagination. 
We can build or create a thaumatrope, a phenakistoscope, zoetrope or a 
flip book (bringing an old discard book is ideal as we can use the margins 
to create our stories). Basics of drawing/creating movement will be 
covered. No technology needed, just a willingness to play.
Hosts: Peggy Collins & Azalea Tokonitz
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MUSIC Musical Collaboration
11 am - 12 noon, Main Stage
From Trinidad to Mexico, from the Middle East to Southeast Europe, let’s 
collaborate and improvise!
Hosts: El Balcón & Kobo Town

MUSIC Harmony Singing
11 am - 12 noon, Finger
Lets hear how vocal arrangements and harmony can span across cultures, 
countries and musical styles.
Hosts: Moonfruits & Turkwaz

HOLISTIC Eco-Regulating & Forest Bathing with Reflection Circle 
11 am - 12 noon, Drum Circle
Awaken your senses and tune into the forest’s subtle energies. Ground 
your body through earthing, co-regulate with nature, and enjoy guided 
exercises and silent practice for the healing benefit of all beings.
Host: Daniella Comacchio

HOLISTIC Zoogle: The Game of Integrity
11 am - 12 noon, Meadow
What could be better than a game that simply involves throwing a stick? 
How about a stick throwing game that also teaches  a valuable character 
lesson on integrity? Zoogle is that game. Come play a game. Learn from 
each other and make your own Zoogle stick to take back to your camp.
Host: James Nelson

MUSIC Queer Fiddle Tunes
11 am - 12 noon, Hilltop
Come join our circle as we stir up a magic brew of fiddle tunes and songs 
with the alchemy of queer and trans community-building. Whether you 
want to share an original tune, an old song refracted through your own 
lens, or just make art as you listen, let’s add our voices together and 
dream up ways to make this queer folk and fiddle universe even queerer.
Hosts: Xefira Ganton & Maddy Macnab

MUSIC Join the Ukulele Orchestra
11 am - 12 noon, Swamp
See page (22)
Host: Eve Goldberg
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HOLISTIC  Building Blue Skies Time: A Sundial Workshop
11 am - 12 noon, Open Stage
Who wants to keep checking their watch at Blue Skies? Harness the 
power of the sun to point the way to your next workshop. At this workshop 
we will create a beautiful painted sundial on the hillside. Folks will learn 
about the history and science of sundials while they create.
Host: Amanda Klarer

MUSIC Traditional Calypsos
12 noon - 1 pm, Main Stage
Catchy, satirical and very clever.  Join in to sing on the chorus. All 
percussionists and instrumentalists are welcome to play on these simple, 
fun pieces.
Hosts: Kobo Town

MUSIC Balfolk Dancing
12 noon - 1 pm, Finger
Come learn simple folk dances from France / Western Europe. No partner 
or experience necessary.
Hosts: John Williams & Emilyn Stam

MUSIC Songs and Stories
12 noon - 1 pm, Meadow
Longtime friends of the festival — Trout Fishing in America and Lynn Miles 
will swap songs and stories with Magoo.
Hosts: Trout Fishing in America & Lynn Miles with Magoo

MUSIC First Meeting with the Kalabash
12 noon - 1 pm, Hilltop
This is an introduction to the instrument followed by learning simple 
rhymes.
Host: Carine Au Micro

MUSIC Join the Fiddle Orchestra
12 noon - 1 pm, Swamp
See page (23)
Host: Cindy McCall

MUSIC Open Stage
12 noon - 2 pm, Open Stage
See page (14)
Host: Ali McCormick
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MUSIC Rhythm and Groove
1 pm - 2 pm, Main Stage
How does culture influence how we feel and express groove?
Hosts: El Balcón & Turkwaz

MUSIC Guitar Accompaniment
1 pm - 2 pm, Finger
The chords and rhythm we choose to accompany our voice or a fiddle 
tune can bring the song to life.  Bring your guitar!
Host: Adam Iredale-Gray

MUSIC Learn to yodel
1 pm - 2 pm, Meadow
Learn to yodel with Ann Downey and Jody Benjamin. It’s (almost) better 
than coffee! Engage and delight your family, friends, pets and upstairs 
neighbours!
Hosts: Ann Downey & Jody Benjamin

HOLISTIC The Evolution of Land Acknowledgements
1 pm - 2 pm, Hilltop
We must progress beyond tokenism and explore ways to integrate 
Indigenous Land Acknowledgement practices into our daily lives, with 
greater purpose and authenticity.
Host: Layla Staats

MUSIC Join the Square Dance Band
1 pm - 2 pm, Swamp
See page (14)
Host: Lea Kirstein

MUSIC Improvised Improvisation
2 pm - 3 pm, Main Stage
How can you play a song you’ve never heard?  or make up a new melody 
on the spot?  Let’s explore some approaches to improvisation and play!	
Hosts: Kobo Town & SHEBAD

SPECIAL More Than 50 Years of Oskar Stories
2 pm - 3 pm, Finger
Lets share stories about our dear friend and the founder of Blue Skies, 
Oskar Graf.
Hosts: Annie Creighton, Greg & Gini Forbes
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MUSIC Healing Through Song
2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Songs can help us cope in challenging times.  An open conversation 
through song about how music lends itself to healing.
Hosts: Vicki Brittle, Lynn Miles & Allysann Mei

MUSIC An African Lullaby in Mina
2 pm - 3 pm, Hilltop
Learn and learn about one of the most popular lullabies in West Africa.
Host: Carine Au Micro

MUSIC Old Time Session
2 pm - 3 pm, Swamp
Come and play along at this Appalachian Old Time music session or pull 
up a chair to listen.
Hosts: Hannah Shira Naiman & Nathan Smith

HOLISTIC Blue Skies OM
4:15 pm - 4:30 pm, Open Stage
Join us at the open stage just before the square dance for a collective OM 
to ground, connect, and share a moment together. The felt sense of unity 
in a group OM is a phenomenon — shared breath timing, shared pitch, 
shared intention.
Host: Christa Matthews

MUSIC Drum Workshop
After Square Dance, Meadow
Stacey Dela Can-Tamakloe is from Ghana and her focus lies in exploring 
gender roles in Ghanaian traditional and popular music. Bring a drum and 
play along.  We’ll begin as soon as the square dance ends.
Host: Stacey Dela Can-Tamakloe

HOLISTIC After Concert Astronomy
Dark, Hill Top, overlooking Main Stage
Come for a view of the night skies from the top of our very own festival 
hill!  Depending on the weather, we should be able to see craters on the 
moon, different coloured stars, nebulae, star clusters, and if we stay up 
late enough, perhaps even Saturn and its rings.
Host: Michael Anttila
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Sunday
HOLISTIC Build and be a puppet! How to create large-scale puppets

9 am - 10 am, Main Stage
Make a puppet! We begin by exploring the role that satire and puppetry 
play in social movements. Participants will then have the opportunity to 
build a clay puppet, and to move it through the steps of bringing it to full 
scale life, by playing with paper mache, paint, and fabric.
Hosts: Erica Angers & Lee Cameron

HOLISTIC Sunday Morning Meditation (Take It Home With You)
9 am - 10 am, Finger
On the last full day of Blue Skies, join us for a gentle guided meditation 
and a chance to mindfully take in the festival together. In the spirit of 
Magoo’s reminder to fill your pockets and take it home, we’ll slow down 
and be present. Bring a blanket, chair, or pillow for sitting comfortably.
Hosts: Bronwen McCann & Micah Brubaker-Zehr

HOLISTIC Somatic Drum Journey
9 am - 10 am, Drum Circle
The Drum, the heartbeat of Mother Earth, hums as a guide into connection 
with the rhythm of life itself. Full presence and subtle movement serve as 
guides to release what the body is holding onto and invite in balance and 
harmony. A lightly guided movement session to connect with our bodies, 
our breath and the beat of the drum. 
Host: Daniella Comacchio

HOLISTIC Bollywood Dance - The Joy of Celebration
9 am - 10 am, Meadow
Dance brings us together! This energizing and playful workshop for all 
ages, teaches simple movements drawing on the dance forms which 
influence Bollywood Dance, building to a short choreography set to Indian 
rhythms. Bring your family, chosen or otherwise, build a memory, and 
learn some new moves to show off in the evenings!
Hosts: Henna Kaur Sodhi & Kuljit Sodhi

HOLISTIC Connection Through Conversation
9 am - 10 am, Hilltop
This interactive workshop encourages participants to slow down and 
practice listening and engaging intentionally in conversation. Through 
guided partner exercises, we will learn how to hold space for others and 
share openly, gaining simple tools to foster meaningful connection in 
everyday interactions.
Host: Sarah Osman
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HOLISTIC Dance Natya Yoga Dance
9 am - 10 am, Swamp
Natya Yoga is a holistic practice combining Indian classical dance, 
rhythmic movements akin to Qi Gong, yoga asanas and mudras to 
connect body, mind and spirit. Meditative dance that gets the heart 
pumping and enhances coordination.
Host: Jackie Mcchesney

HOLISTIC Avoiding Lyme Disease in the Age of Ticks
9 am - 10 am, Open Stage
Learn to find and safely remove embedded ticks. Over 15 years, your 
host has removed 100+ ticks from people without a single resulting Lyme 
disease case.
Host: Ron Hartling

HOLISTIC Let’s Weave a Cute Rope Coil Basket!
10 am - 11 am, Main Stage
Coil basket weaving is an ancient technique for creating customizable, 
durable baskets using simple hand-sewing stitches.  We will use colourful 
yarn and cotton rope to create a small bowl, basket or trivet.
Host: Chantal Lawrence

HOLISTIC Compassionate Listening
10 am - 11 am, Finger
Do you struggle to quiet your mind and truly listen to others? In this 
workshop, explore fresh ideas, practice with peers, and optionally share 
your experiences. Led by Mara, a transpersonal psychotherapist, and 
Erica, a skilled listener and teacher, we’ll chat, laugh, and deepen our 
compassionate listening skills.	
Hosts: Mara Young & Erica Stephanson

HOLISTIC Lughnasadh Yin Yoga - A Harvest Celebration
10 am - 11:30 am, Drum Circle
Celebrate Lughnasadh, the First Harvest on the Irish Celtic Wheel of the 
Year. Explore seasonal wisdom, yoga’s connection to nature, and the 
history of Lughnasadh, followed by 60 minutes of yin yoga with themed 
guided meditations, and a collective Celtic Tree Oracle card reading. 
Please come on time!
Host: Keara Semple



Blue Skies 2026

Blue Skies 2026

41

Workshops – Sunday

HOLISTIC Juggling, Devil sticks, Poi, and Diabolo
10 am - 11 am, Meadow
CIRCUS TOYS and JUGGLING JAM!  We will bring a supply of Poi, 
Juggling balls/clubs, Devil sticks, and Diabolos. Bring your own favourite 
toys and skills along to share if you have some!  We will be there to help 
you improve your skills, or learn new ones.
Hosts: Ethan Anderman & Jessie Young

HOLISTIC Intro to Tarot: Connecting to Intuition
10 am -11 am, Hilltop
Explaining the Major and Minor Arcana, some useful spreads, and 
journaling prompts, this workshop aims to walk you through starting a 
tarot reading practice aimed at deepening your intuition, trust in yourself, 
gratitude, curiosity, creativity and relationships with others.
Host: Sarah Fitzpatrick

MUSIC A Deep Dive into Fiddle and Banjo
10 am - 11 am, Swamp
Fiddle tunes of North America have been influenced by the intermingling 
of immigrant people, enslaved Africans, and the Indigenous population, 
cultivating variations in melody and tuning. Come hear Jake and Teilhard 
play and explore.
Hosts: Jake Blount & Teilhard Frost

HOLISTIC Natural Dyeing: How to Pound Flowers
10 am - 11 am, Open Stage
As the end of flowers season draws near, learn how to preserve the 
beauty of your garden onto cloth. Using a hammer, cloth and flower of 
your choosing, create something beautiful to hang in your garden, on your 
wall or even as wrapping paper!
Host: Chloe Abigail Magadia-Fitzpatrick	

MUSIC Songs of Hope, Protest, Resistance, Resilience
11 am - 12:30 pm, Main Stage
Speaking Truth to Power! Underscoring the crucial uplifting role that 
music plays in any collective gathering demanding change and bringing 
us together for a common purpose along our path to peace, equality, and 
justice. Everyone is welcome to sing along or share a song.
Host: Rebecca Campbell
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HOLISTIC Entanglement: A Human Knot Experience
11 am - 12 noon, Finger
Participants gather in a circle and weave themselves into a living knot 
simply by holding other people’s hands. Then without letting go, we will 
gently work together to untangle through movement, listening, laughter 
and shared intention. Inclusive and accessible to all.
Hosts: Kendra Bell & Jeremy Bell

MUSIC Teamwork Makes the Dream Work
11 am - 12 noon, Meadow
Songs and stories from two dynamic and unique duos.
Hosts: Moonfruits & Trout Fishing in America

HOLISTIC A Five-Petaled Herbal Practice
11 am - 12 noon, Hilltop
Explore the five key principles for an effective herbal practice and how 
to support yourself with seasonal herbs. Learn to be in a conscious 
relationship with our herbal allies to reconnect with the principles 
of nature - using our intuition and our intellect. Bring a friend and a 
notebook!
Host: Meghan Angela Robinson

MUSIC Eastern European Fiddling
11 am - 12 noon, Swamp
Eastern European fiddle traditions are wildly diverse but rooted in modal 
scales, ornamentation, rhythmic drive, and improvisation. From the pulsing 
drones of Ukrainian village dance music to the asymmetric rhythms of the 
Balkans, explore regional differences and cultural influences.
Hosts: DIVKA & Medusa

HOLISTIC How to Write Yourself Out of a Bad Mood
11 am - 12 noon, Open Stage
Discover the therapeutic power of writing to release stress, process 
emotions, and gain understanding. No “writer” experience is required—
this workshop focuses on emotional well-being, not crafting a novel. 
A Writing Therapist since 2013, Parrish brings her introspective, 
transformational workshop magic to Blue Skies this year. Write on!
Host: Parrish Wilson
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HOLISTIC Healing Crystal Bowl Sound Bath
11:30 am - 12:30 pm, Drum Circle
Experience the gentleness of vibrational healing through the sounds of 
two sets of chakra-aligned crystal bowls, chimes and song. We will begin 
with setting an intention, some gentle movement, and then ease into 
contact with the earth, closing our eyes and journeying inwards. Bring a 
yoga mat or blanket. 
Hosts: Garth Shook & Megan Hill

MUSIC Zapateado
12 noon - 1 pm, Finger
Come join Montreal based band El Balcón to learn traditional percussive 
dancing from Veracruz, Mexico. All ages welcome. 
Hosts: El Balcón

MUSIC Song Circle avec Banjo
12 noon - 1 pm, Meadow
Anything can happen when you bring together old time songwriters with a 
side of banjo. 
Hosts: Mama’s Broke, Jake Blount & Lotus Wight

MUSIC Adventures in Alter Ego
12 noon - 1 pm, Hilltop
Become spookier than your own stage fright as we take a journey into 
alter ego and queer joy, led by your guides, four fiendish and foolish 
vampires of the Vampire Folk Band.
Hosts: Vampire Folk Band

MUSIC Join the Fiddle Orchestra
12 noon - 1:30 pm, Swamp
See page (23)
Host: Cindy McCall

MUSIC Open Stage
12 noon - 2 pm, Open Stage
See page (14)
Host: Ali McCormick
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MUSIC Oskar Graf Guitars
12:30 pm - 2 pm, Main Stage
Bring your Oskar Graf-built guitar to play a song or tell its story. Let’s 
celebrate the beautiful sound and craftsmanship of these instruments, 
built by our dear friend Oskar.
Host: Christine Graves

MUSIC Singing Traditions
1 pm - 2 pm, Finger
Explore singing traditions from Ukraine to Macedonia, Bulgaria, Albania 
and more!
Hosts: DIVKA & Turkwaz

MUSIC Sounds of Blue Skies Cassette Tape
1 pm - 2 pm, Meadow
We will gather, make a list of sounds and questions we wanna capture 
at Blue Skies and then together wander the festival grounds capturing 
moments on a portable cassette deck.  We will gather quotes, songs and 
weird sounds on a cassette, which we will later send to participants as an 
MP3.
Hosts: SHEBAD
MUSIC Scandinavian Tunes

1 pm - 2 pm, Hilltop
Come and play or listen.	
Hosts: Elise Boeur & Adam Iredale-Gray

MUSIC Join the Ukulele Orchestra
1:30 pm - 3 pm, Swamp
See page (22)
Host: Eve Goldberg

MUSIC Dance Calling 101
2 pm - 3 pm, Finger
Ever wanted to try calling a square dance? This is your chance to learn a 
few of the basics and get started!
Host: Emily Addison
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MUSIC Let’s Sing About It!
2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Powerful songwriters sing and share the stories behind their well-crafted 
songs. 
Hosts: Mama’s Broke, Layla Staats & Allysann Mei

MUSIC Balfolk Tunes
2 pm - 3 pm, Hilltop
Play Balfolk tunes! Bourrées, Rondeaux and more fun tunes from France 
— or come dance the dances you’ve learned in the Balfolk dance 
workshop!
Hosts: John Williams & Emilyn Stam

HOLISTIC Blue Skies OM
4:15 pm - 4:30 pm, Open Stage
Join us at the open stage just before the square dance for a collective OM 
to ground, connect, and share a moment together. The felt sense of unity 
in a group OM is a phenomenon — shared breath timing, shared pitch, 
shared intention.
Host: Christa Matthews

MUSIC Drum Workshop
After Square Dance, Meadow
Stacey Dela Can-Tamakloe is from Ghana and her focus lies in exploring 
gender roles in Ghanaian traditional and popular music. Bring a drum and 
play along.  We’ll begin as soon as the square dance ends.
Host: Stacey Dela Can-Tamakloe

MUSIC Rise Again at Night:  Pop-up performance and spooky 
forest walk 
After Evening Concert, Meadow
Let us share the magic of our alter egos and banish fears together in a 
spontaneous, low-stakes pop-up performance in the woods, led by the 
Vampire Folk Band, and welcoming the special flair of new guests from 
the workshops earlier in the day.
Hosts: Vampire Folk Band

HOLISTIC After Concert Astronomy
Dark, Hill Top, overlooking stage
Come for a view of the night skies from the top of our very own festival 
hill!  Depending on the weather, we should be able to see craters on the 
moon, different coloured stars, nebulae, star clusters, and if we stay up 
late enough, perhaps even Saturn and its rings.
Host: Michael Anttila
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Blue Skies Kids’ Area
Blue Skies Kids’ Area aims to be a safe and creative space for the whole 
family. Everyone is welcome. We love your smiling faces. Please note: 
There is no supervision at the climber/swing area and we are not a baby-
sitting service. Please take responsibility for your children’s care. So, 
KIDS, bring your adults!! We want all parents, grandparents, and fairy-
friendparents with us! Come hang out and enjoy the area and workshops. 
Grown-up faces can be painted too! Let’s all be a part of the fun!
Would you like to give a Kids’ Area workshop? Workshop presenters 
receive a free camping ticket to the festival! The link to submit your 
proposals for next year will be up on the Blue Skies Music Festival 
website from January 1 until Feb 15, 2027. Check the website for updates.

Saturday

Open Crafts (all day)
9 am - 3 pm
Explore the materials and make your own creations. Discover the endless 
possibilities. Experiment and have fun!

Face Painting
9 am - 11 am, Small Stage
Morning fun!! Join us to have one of our talented face painters paint your 
face, or create your own face paint design on your friends.
Hosts: Cedar McLean and Maggie McLean

Trout Fishing In America (performance)
10 am - 11 am, Large Stage
Trout Fishing in America writes songs for anyone who takes having fun 
seriously. Their solid musicianship, relatable lyrics, and unique stage 
presence unites crowds of all ages in the shared experience of live music.  
This year, they celebrate 50 years of friendship and collaboration.
Hosts: Trout Fishing In America

Parachute Games
10 am - 11 am, Field
Non-competitive, co-operative parachute games for kids’ between 5 to 10 
years old. Fun Fun Fun!!
Host: Joe Rizk
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Kids’ Tie-dye
11 am - 12 noon, Out Front
KIDS’ time: Get your hands messy and leave with a tie-dyed piece of art! 
Bring anything that’s made of 100% cotton. Some white t-shirts will be 
available for sale at the Kids’ Area, so BRING CASH. Please bring your 
own plastic bags to put your creations in and then let them bake in the 
sun at your campsite. Have fun!!
Host: Rebecca Hodgins

Adult Tie-dye
12 noon - 1 pm, Out Front
Adults: Now it’s your turn to turn something into tie-dyed art! Bring 
anything that’s made of 100% cotton. Some white t-shirts will be available 
for sale at the Kids’ Area, so BRING CASH. Please bring your own plastic 
bags to put your creations in and then let them bake in the sun at your 
campsite. Have fun!!
Host: Rebecca Hodgins

Blue Skies Happy Flags!
12:30 pm - 2 pm, Small Stage
Have fun designing and creating a strand of personalized bunting (happy 
flags!) to add some colour to your campsite! No sewing involved.
Host: Charlotte Hardie

Washboard Hank & Sweet Muriel (performance)
1 pm - 2 pm, Large Stage
Washboard Hank is a true Blue Skies stalwart and the actual inventor 
of the Blue Skies Sunday morning parade. He is a very well-travelled 
children’s entertainer who has delighted children with his totally wacky 
combination of great songs and pure creativity. His Blue Skies kids’ show 
is almost as much fun as Sunday morning’s parade!
Hosts: Washboard Hank and Sweet Muriel

Projection Night Lights
2 pm - 3:30 pm, Large Stage
Join us to create a vibrant lamp to illuminate your tent, campsite (and 
home) with fun colours and patterns! Limit of 30 participants.
Hosts: Natalina Huot & Justice Tysick
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Story Time: Ancient Stories, Timeless Magic
2 pm - 3 pm, Small Stage
As long as humans have had language, we’ve told stories. Stories to 
remember, stories to explain, and of course stories for entertainment! Join 
Tamar and Sarah in this ancient pastime and hear folktales from around 
the world!
Hosts: Tamar Tsun & Sarah Willbond

Kids’ Choir
3 pm - 3:45 pm, Small Stage
Come join the kids’ choir! Many young voices will have fun, sing together 
and learn new songs. Practice today and tomorrow, then perform on the 
main stage! Yay!!
Hosts: Torin Bond and Hannah Lyon with accompaniment by Chris 
DeAngelis

Sunday

Blue Skies Parade with Magoo and Hank!
9:45 am - 10:15 am, Field
The best Blue Skies tradition ever! Come one, come all! Shake those 
shakers! Blow those horns! Dress your best! Wear your most colourful, 
silliest costume!! Let’s wake some sleepy campers with the best parade 
ever!

Open Crafts
10:15 am - 2:30 pm (all day)
Explore the materials and make your own creations. Discover the endless 
possibilities. Experiment and have fun!

Post - Parade Dance and Sing Along Party!
10:15 am - 11:15 am, Large Stage
You’re invited to join Shelby for a dance and sing along following the 
parade! Keep the energy going for this easygoing, inclusive musical 
experience with original songs as well as some childhood favourites.
Host: Shelby Metz

Parachute Games
10:30 am - 11:30 am, Field
Non-competitive, co-operative parachute games for kids between 5 to 10 
years old. Super Fun!!
Host: Joe Rizk
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Participatory Theatre: The Incredible Story of Terry’s Solar 
Search
11:30 am - 12:30 am, Large Stage
Will Terry find the magic solar pack? Can there be happy trolls living under 
that rickety old bridge? These questions and more will be answered in the 
participatory children’s play “The Incredible Story of Terry’s Solar Search”. 
This workshop gives kids and families the chance to move, skip, sing 
and clap. Sing along with Terry and their Solar Search! (Costumes to be 
provided, although costume contributions are accepted.)
Hosts: Heather Farrow & Larry Malouin

Lets Grow Some Herbs
11:30 am - 12:30 pm, Small Stage
Learn how to pot up soil, plant seeds, transplant seedlings and take care 
of small edible plants. We will also make clay seed balls. Bring your plant 
home where you can move it into a bigger pot to use it in your cooking!
Host: Tom Marcantonio

Funky Mamas (performance)
1 pm - 2 pm, Large Stage
Guelph’s beloved Funky Mamas 
have been bringing community 
together through music since 1998, 
sprinkling joy, nostalgia, and their 
signature Blue Skies magic.
With a funky blend of original 
and traditional folk songs, they 
charm new generations. This heartwarming, toe-tapping reunion invites 
everyone to relive the tunes that sparked so many happy memories.

Hair Wraps
2 pm - 3 pm, Small Stage
We will teach you how to create your own unique hair wraps using 
colourful string and cute charms. You will learn the process of making and 
enjoying art in a new fun way.
Hosts: Delaney Liesen and Olive Girard

Kids’ Choir Practice, then perform on Main Stage at 3:30
2:15 pm - 3 pm, Large Stage
Prepare and practice one more time - then perform on the Main Stage at 
3:30 pm in the Blue Skies Showcase. Hurray!
Hosts: Torin Bond and Hannah Lyon with accompaniment by Chris 
DeAngelis
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Food, snacks and ice
Cookshack
Welcome back! The Blue Skies Cookshack offers great food at decent 
prices. While we provide items for special dietary needs, we cannot 
guarantee absolute freedom from allergens (including gluten).
	 Coffee: 7 am(ish)
	 Lunch: 11:30 am to 1:30 pm
	 Dinner: 5 pm to 7 pm
	 Late night pizza: 8 pm until sold out
Please BRING CASH; there are no card sales here in the woods! We also 
implore everyone—including day passers—to bring your own dishes and 
cutlery. We won't serve curry or cheesecake on a Frisbee or your hand! If 
you need a plate, just ask around; Blue Skies folks love to help.

Snack Shack
Frozen treats for your delectation.
	 Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm
	 Saturday: 10 am to 6 pm
	 Sunday: 11 am to 6 pm

Corn Boil
Fresh, hot corn on the cob! Across from the Snack Shack, next to the 
Cookshack.
	 Saturday and Sunday: 4 pm until it’s gone

Ice
Cubes and blocks from the cooler, down and to the left as you walk from 
the Cookshack.
	 Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm
	 Saturday: 10 am to 6 pm
	 Sunday: 11 am to 6 pm



Blue Skies 2026

Blue Skies 2026

51

Store hours & BSIC

Store hours
T-Shirt Store
	 Friday: closed
	 Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm
	 Sunday: 10 am to 4 pm
	 Monday: 10 am to 12 noon (if supplies last that long)
	 Note: There is no electronic payment at the T-shirt store.

Cash is necessary so BRING CASH.

Music Store
	 Friday: no sales (sign in for musicians)
	 Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 11 pm
	 Sunday: 10 am to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 11 pm
	 Monday: 9 am to 11 am

Blue Skies in the community
Fun fact: Blue Skies Music Festival is three days of music and community 
but Blue Skies in the Community (BSIC) is 365 days of music and 
community! Launched in 1988 as an outreach initiative, this dedicated 
committee has spent over 30 years fostering creativity and community 
connection through music, bringing the spirit of Blue Skies to the rural 
communities surrounding the festival site. 
The following programs help ensure that the joy and magic of Blue Skies 
continues long after the festival ends:
•	 Blue Skies Kids’ Summer Arts Camp – A creative and fun-filled week where 

children explore music, art, drama, and dance in a supportive outdoor setting.
•	 Blue Skies Adult Music Camp – A few days of immersive musical learning 

and community for adult musicians of all levels, featuring workshops, jams, 
and performances.

•	 Community Granting Program – Financial support for local arts and music 
initiatives that reflect the values and spirit of Blue Skies.

•	 Music in the Schools – Music education has been dramatically cut from 
Ontario schools. Blue Skies in the Community facilitates and financially 
supports a wide range of excellent musicians who enjoy working with 
children and youth. Workshops and interactive concerts for all age groups are 
presented in rural schools, within our catchment area. During the 2025-2026 
school year alone, this program served 66 classes in 15 schools, actively 
engaging 2740 students and 325 adults in meaningful musical experiences. 
We pay 50% of the musician's fee plus gas and the school pays 50%.
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Blue Skies 2026 Hats
Blue Skies Music Festival and Blue Skies in the Community are 100% not-
for-profit, and 100% volunteer-run, and have been for more than 50 years! 
Something to celebrate, don’t you think? Hats are the people responsible 
for the different parts of the festival. Together, the Hats depend on 
the dedicated and enthusiastic help of hundreds of volunteers! You’re 
surrounded by volunteers who make Blue Skies a Happening Place.

Area Hat
Artistic Director Kate Weekes 
Blue Skies in the Community (BSIC) Shannon Jaye Curry
Communication Haley Rose
First Aid Isaac Guardino, Aspen Viets
Gate Kate Cockburn 
General Coordinator Jenn Wilson
Holistic Michelle DeGrandmont
Info Booth Erica Brown
Kids’ Area Christa Matthews
Kitchen Julie Mercier, Bria Aird
Legal Warren Leroy
MC Magoo 
Meeting Minutes Steve Hanna
Monday Cleanup Sarah Foster
Music Store Carole Johnson
Parking Lonnie Bergstein, Rob Fletcher
Performer Accommodation Martina Field
Performer Hospitality Bob McLean, Perrin Valli
Program David Ouellette
Purchasing Laura McDiarmid 
Recycling Nick Brennan
Sanitation Jodi O’Sullivan
Security Stephen Peringer
Site Coordinator Bob Davidson
Snack Shack Emily Walker
Stage Jeff Hopkinson
T-shirt Store Sue Cowin
Tickets Liza Hamilton 
Treasurer Liz Cliffen Gallant
Volunteer Coordinators Tracy Scott 
Water Pascal Lussier
Work Weekend Gray Myers
The Land Council (TLC) Jim Wallace, Grant Pilkington, Liz McDermott, 

April Tuttle, Corky Peppley
Hat Support Council (HSC) Kate Thomas, Ann Sharp, Damon Bond, 

Susan Sentesy, Daphne Hand
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Need to know part 2
Monday Morning Meeting
At 11 am, for one hour in the Kids’ Area, we gather to share our ideas 
and feedback about how Blue Skies 2026 went. What did we really like 
and what can we improve upon for next year? There’s no discussion or 
debate. We just listen to each other. If you want to learn how Blue Skies 
runs, this meeting is a good place to start. It’s the kick-start for planning 
next year’s festival.
Blue Skies Communications
Wanna join the Blue Skies Mail List or update your contact info? It's easy!
Visit www.blueskiesmusicfestival.ca to join the list. If your contact info has 
changed, email maillist@blueskiesmusicfestival.ca or visit the Info Booth 
this weekend. To attend Blue Skies meetings in the fall and spring, simply 
check the “Meeting Notice” box.
If you wish to be removed from the list, please email us.  Although parting 
is such sweet sorrow, we can certainly do that for you.
Monday Cleanup
Three days transcend. Another Blue Skies ends...
Monday we, lovingly, start to put away the magic, to let the land rest, and 
help it be ready for next year!
If you're looking to give back to your favourite festival, Monday Cleanup 
is a great way to contribute. Sign up on the volunteer board, talk to the 
volunteer coordinators, or the Monday Cleanup Hat, (or just show up)!
*New time this year* Meet at the Ice Cooler, starting at 10:45.
Come wearing shoes and dressed to work. Please check in before you 
start helping!
Lunch for volunteers at 1pm.
Blue Skies and Booze
Blue Skies is a music festival and that means some folks like to bring a 
special beverage. That’s OK but alcohol is not sold on site and you must 
keep what you bring at your campsite. For safety’s sake, we ask that no 
glass bottles be on the hill.
As far as illegal substances go, we have a zero tolerance approach. If you 
are found possessing or selling illegal drugs, you will be escorted from the 
site and you will not be welcomed back. Nuff said.
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The winning T-shirt design
Congratulations to Sadie Campbell, the winner of this year’s T-shirt Design 
Contest! Would you like to see your own design on the front of next year’s 
festival T-shirts? And win two passes to next year’s Blue Skies Music 
Festival? Visit the T-shirt Store or the Info Booth to find out how.

Front cover design
Every year, lots of very creative folks submit designs for the Blue Skies 
T-shirt. Unfortunately, we can only choose one. So we are always happy 
to choose the cover for the festival program from one of the other 
submissions. For this year’s program cover we used a design submitted 
by Gaia Chernushenko. Thanks Gaia.
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Kids’ Area Schedule

Kids’ Area Schedule

Saturday
9 am 
•	 Open Crafts
•	 Face Painting

10 am
•	 Trout Fishing In America
•	 Parachute Games

11 am
•	 Kids' Tie-Dye

Noon
•	 Adult Tie-Dye

12:30 pm
•	 Blue Skies Happy Flags!

1 pm
•	 Performance: 

Washboard Hank &  
Sweet Muriel

2 pm
•	 Projection Night Lights
•	 Story Time: Ancient 

Stories Timeless Magic

3 pm
•	 Kids' Choir Practice

Sunday
9:45 - 10:15 am  
•	 Blue Skies Parade with 

Magoo and Hank!

10:15 am
•	 Post - Parade Dance and 

Sing Along Party!
•	 Open Crafts

10:30 am
•	 Parachute Games

11:30 am
•	 Participatory Theatre: The 

Incredible Story of Terry’s 
Solar Search

•	 Let’s Grow Some Herbs

1 pm
•	 Funky Mamas

2 pm
•	 Hair Wraps

2:15 – 3 pm
•	 Kids' Choir Practice and  

then Perform!
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2026 Concerts
Friday Evening:

7:30 pm 	 Carine Au Micro
8:30 pm 	 Jake Blount
9:30 pm 	 El Balcón

Saturday Afternoon:

4 pm 		  Square Dance
		  Caller – Emily Addison
		  Band led by Lea Kirstein

Saturday Evening:

7 pm 		  DIVKA
8 pm 		  Trout Fishing in America
9 pm 		  Medusa + Turkwaz
10 pm 		  Lynn Miles
11 pm 		  Kobo Town

Sunday Afternoon:

3 pm 		  Blue Skies Showcase
4:15 pm 	 Square Dance
		  Caller – Emily Addison
		  Band led by Lea Kirstein

Sunday Evening:

7 pm 		  Blue Skies Choir
7:30 pm 	 Allysann Mei
8:30 pm 	 Mama’s Broke
9:30 pm 	 Moonfruits
10:30 pm 	 SHEBAD

Please note that these times are Blue Skies times – kinda loose.




