
Friday Evening
7:30 pm   Karen Morand & The BOSCO Boys
8:30 pm   Dawn Redskye
9:30 pm   Moskitto Bar
        
Saturday Afternoon:
4 pm    Square Dance
                              Callers  - Tom Calwell & Myra Hirschberg
       Band led by Teilhard Frost

Saturday Evening:  
7 pm    Mattie Leon
8 pm    The Fretless
9 pm    Madeleine Roger
10 pm                Exco Levi and High Priest Band
11 pm    The PepTides

 Sunday Afternoon:
3 pm    Blue Skies Showcase
4 pm    Square Dance – 
       Callers  - Tom Calwell & Myra Hirschberg
       Band led by Teilhard Frost

Sunday Evening:
7 pm    Blue Skies Choir
7:30 pm   Blue Skies Drums
7:45 pm   Lynne Hanson 
8:45 pm            David Ross Macdonald
9:45 pm            Tragedy Ann
10:45 pm           Kelly Bado

2022
CONCERTS

Please note that these times are Blue Skies times – kinda loose.

with MC Magoo
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Saturday  
       9 am        Plant, Grow, Eat
                         The Treeline’s Field Guide to Canadian Folk
         10 am      Making Instruments & Baubles for the Parade

                      Whimsical Weaving of Brilliant Bracelets
       11 am       Open Crafts Corner
                       Kids’ Tie Dye!
       12 noon   Adult Tie Dye!
                       Nature Scavenger Hunt
                       Parachute Games
                       Campsite Craft Supplies
       1 pm         Washboard Hank
                       Role-Playing Games
       2 pm        Draw Fun: 50th Celebration Drawing Workshop
                       Bubble Wands
       3 pm        Costume and Dance Party
                       Body Painting

Sunday  
        9:45 - 10:15 am   The Best Parade Ever!
       10:15       Farm Yard Pocket Buddy Egg Carton Animals
                       Parachute Games
       11 am       Hambone
                       Draw Fun: 50th Celebration Drawing Workshop
       12 noon   Gnome is Where the Heart is
                       Campsite Crafts
                       Groove Parade: Kids Music
       1 pm         Juggling for Joy 
                       Let’s Knot and Say We Did!   
       2 pm        Snap, Tap, Clap and Sing with Gary
                       Hair Wraps
       3 pm        The Story-Telling Workshop  
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Kids’ Area Schedule
Kids’ Area Schedule

Welcome to Blue Skies 2022! 
Welcome back to our first in-person Blue Skies in three long 
years!   It’s been a tough shutdown for many of us. So be neighbourly, 
folks. The Blue Skies magic comes from how we treat each other—with 
respect, care, and kindness, and helping those who might need it.
 
The Info Booth is a welcoming place to get answers to your 
questions, day and night. The volunteers at the Info Booth will help 
connect you with Security, First Aid, or anyone else when you need help, 
especially dealing with situations that you aren’t comfortable with. Need 
assistance, or need to ask a question? Wander over to the Info 
Booth and our friendly volunteers will be glad to lend a hand. This is 
where you can check lost & found, sign up for the mailing list, and sign up 
to volunteer! Make this year extra special—sign up for a volunteer 
shift–experience the True Blue Skies Magic!

Safe ‘n’ Sound
Blue Skies is a special place. Everything ought to be perfect, but 
sometimes things may go a little off.  If you experience or witness 
harmful behaviour, you’re encouraged to ask for it to stop, to 
intervene if it is safe to do so, and to communicate the situation 
to Security as soon as you can. The Security team will follow up 
and remain involved until it’s resolved. If there’s any situation at all 
where you want another person involved, the Info Booth is the 
place to go. Security folks, wearing turquoise Blue Skies t-shirts, during 
nighttime are always at the Info Booth, walking around, and at the Gate. 

First Aid
Up at the top of the hill, beside the Info Booth. We’re here just in case. 
We are not a medical clinic but we can offer first aid support for 
minor injuries and ailments, plus help support folks with bigger concerns 
get the help they need. We are open from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm.. For 
after-hours emergencies, locate Security (wearing turquoise Blue Skies 
t-shirts around the site, and always present at the Gate) to contact First 
Aid support. For emergencies, call 911 and contact Security. The Blue 
Skies road address is 2439 Clarendon Road. 

Please bring all of your regular medications, including Epi-pens if you 
have anaphylactic allergies. To charge CPAP machines, the recycling area 
has a few outlets and folks monitoring them (please respect the outlets for 
medical needs). A special note for this year —First Aid volunteers will 
be wearing masks and anyone coming to First Aid will need to 
wear a mask—we have extra masks if needed. Please keep track of your 
mask at Blue Skies—it is an important way to keep everyone safe when 
physical distancing is not an option.
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Land Acknowledgement 
We begin our Blue Skies Music Festival by acknowledging that we are 
gathering on traditional and unceded Anishinaabewaki Territory. 

As allies of the strong Indigenous Community in this area, and as 
stewards of this land, we acknowledge the wise Indigenous teachings—to 
listen to each other, to be patient, and to respect this living, breathing 
land. We are human beings and belong to the land from which we eat 
and drink. 

When there is a bad day, we still give thanks as there is much to be 
grateful for. We try to see the beauty in all people and the bouquet we 
create when we are together. We understand that serving and helping 
each other is the source of our humanity.

As Canadians, we acknowledge an obligation to understand and support 
the 94 Calls to Action by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada, as well as the 46 Articles within the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

Workshops for Teens
Too old for the kids’ workshops? You are, of course, welcome at the adult 
workshops. If you’re still looking for something to do and people your age, 
these half-dozen workshops might be a good bet.

Healing with Henna
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Open Stage
Discover the healing effects of the henna plant, Lawsonia Inermis, 
through the use of Mehndi - the art of henna painting, to bring love, 
good fortune, prosperity, and to protect the wearer against evil.                          
Host: Rachel Schleifer, Co-Presenter Kaia Etezadi. 

Finding Your Place in a Jam
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Tipi
Blue Skies is about music and community. Come and learn how to find 
your place in a jam. Bring any instrument you have or use the ones I can 
provide. Let’s jam.                                                Host: Chris De Angelis

Online Safety is a Marathon
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Hilltop
Cyberbullying, harassment, doxxing. My team and I spent a week playing 
“bad guy” digging up as much information about a volunteer as we could 
without leaving our desks. Come learn what we found and what steps you 
can take to protect yourself.                               Host: Chris Shepherd 

Memoir Writing Basics with Feedback on Your Writing
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Open Stage
Isak Dineson wrote: “All sorrows can be borne if you put them into a 
story.” Were you writing during the pandemic and want to share your 
work? Come and get some gentle but helpful feedback at this memoir 
writing workshop                                                Host: Laurie Gough

Mother Nature’s Colours
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Hilltop
Come and reconnect with nature and the forest by making inks and 
natural dyes. You can dye your own clothes or join in the making of 
a communal quilt. Reconnect the link between you, your objects, and 
nature!           Host: Anne Fromont, Co- presenter: Ellie Simpson

Hands in Clay
Sunday 11 - 12 noon , Hilltop
Come enjoy the meditative experience of transforming a ball of clay into 
a piece of art. You will be guided by a professional ceramic artist who 
will share tools, clay and knowledge with those ready to get creative.             
Host: Cathy Reeves, Co-presenter Margo Pineau.    

Welcome Back Everyone

Master of Ceremonies
Magoo

On the Main Stage Friday, Saturday and Sunday
& the Sunday Morning Parade: 
9:45-10:15 am, Kids’ Area

Magoo has been the heart and soul 
of Blue Skies and our beloved MC 
for 44 years. Songs for all ages, 
messages on and off the stage 
received and delivered, and an 
unbounded enthusiasm for Blue 
Skies, have helped guide this 
fellow’s path for over four decades.  
“In 1977, I walked over the hill, 
as the stage and all that was 
happening around it rose before 
my eyes. It is a memory that I will 
never forget, and a moment that I relive every time I walk onto this land.“           
 www.magooman.ca

Teen Workshops

Blue Skies is proud to be a member 
of Folk Music Ontario, 
supporting the growth of a thriving 
and inclusive folk music community
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Friday night concerts Cookshack 
Welcome back campers and day passers! The Blue Skies Cookshack has 
always offered great food at decent prices. We offer a variety of items 
that suit special dietary needs, but we can’t guarantee absolute 
freedom from allergens (including gluten) in any of our food. 

Our hours: Coffee: 7 am(ish)
   Lunch: 11 am to 2 pm
   Dinner: 5 pm to 7 pm 
   Late night pizza: 8 pm to sold out

We implore everyone, especially folks coming on day passes, to please 
bring your own dishes and cutlery. We can’t and won’t serve curry 
or cheesecake on a Frisbee or your hand! If you need a plate, ask around 
the site. Blue Skies folks love to help.

Corn Boil
Fresh, hot corn on the cob!  
Across from the Snack Shack next to the Cookshack.

  Saturday and Sunday:  4 pm until it’s gone

Ice
Cubes and blocks at the foot of the hill, down from the Cookshack.

  Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm
  Saturday and Sunday: 10 am to 6 pm

Snack Shack
Frozen treats for your delectation.

  Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm
  Saturday and Sunday: 10 am to 6 pm

Treat Your Water Well
All the water at Blue Skies comes from a single well. Our 
system provides good, clean water for drinking, washing, and cooling, 
but even in wet years, it’s a limited supply. Tips for conserving 
water:
•  If you clean your plate carefully before you wash it, lunchtime’s
   rinse water can become dinnertime’s wash water.
•   When washing or showering, turn off the water while soaping
   up. As Magoo says, “It will never get any warmer!” 

Please use water sparingly so there’s enough for all of us.

Let’s help each other enjoy the concerts at Blue Skies!
We want everyone to enjoy these fantastic concerts in this gorgeous 
natural amphitheatre. Please think of your fellow music lovers 
while sharing the good vibes.

Let’s help people behind us see the stage - use low chairs and 
blankets - there’s a great view at the back for tall chairs if that’s all you 
have.

Let’s take dancing and conversation to the side of the hill so 
people around you can enjoy the concert. Please take your smoke 
break away from the crowd, so sensitive lungs can breathe.

Bring your little ones to the benches at the front so they can see too. 
To keep everyone safe, please keep the kids from dancing on the 
small apron stage in front of the main stage. Watch out for your 
sleeping little ones and friends: especially when it’s dark, people are 
moving around, and the dance party is happening.

Friday Concerts

Karen Morand & The BOSCO Boys 
Main Stage, Friday Evening, 7:30 pm
Workshop:  Sunday 10:30 am, Main Stage
Workshop:  Sunday 2 pm, Meadow
Since she first graced the Blue Skies stage as a tweener in 2016, Karen 
Morand has become a regular face at the festival. This year she is back 

on the Main Stage, 
this time with her 
acoustic trio, The 
BOSCO Boys (Aaron 
Verhulst and Benny 
Santoro). Armed with 
original songs and 
feisty, powerhouse 
vocals, they deliver 
soulful roots with 
gritty gospel on the 
side. Their songs 
celebrate real life 
with all its broken 

and beautiful parts. Karen Morand and The BOSCO Boys spent the 
pandemic working on their latest album Ghost Hotel.                                     
www.karenmorand.com
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Blue Skies Music Festival is not responsible for any injury,                  
loss, or damage, however caused. 
All information is subject to change without notice.  
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Dawn Redskye
Main Stage, Friday Evening, 8:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 Noon, Main Stage                                               

Dawn Redskye is a singer/
songwriter of Anishinaabeg 
and Irish ancestry. In her folk/
bluegrass stylings of music, she 
weaves personal narratives. 
Through her music—carried 
by warm vocals, poetic and 
sometimes hard-hitting lyrics, 
acoustic guitar and banjo—
she aims to challenge colonial 
impressions of past and present.  
Her songs carry forward threads 
of her ancestral homelands and 
waters of Shoal Lake 40 and 
Ireland - threads that, although 
fractured, continue to find their 
way into voice and song.

Ta Da! The No Garbage Blue Skies! Thanks to you! 
There is no garbage pick-up or removal at Blue Skies! Any garbage 
you bring in, you’ll need to bring home with you, after the 
Festival. We will still handle your recycling and compost, though. 
Please take your recycling, bottles and compost to the depot at the Inner 
Parking Lot.

                      Compost and recycling hours:
                      Saturday and Sunday:
                      8:30 – 10:30 am, 1 – 3 pm, and 6:30 – 8:30 pm
                      Monday: 8 am to 1 pm

Compost is left-over food stuff, even bones. Recyclables are: aluminum, 
tin, glass, corrugated cardboard, boxboard, non-glossy paper, plastics #s 
1 through 7. 
Everything else is garbage, and here’s the important part: you must 
take ALL your garbage home with you. Keep your garbage in a 
sealed container so you don’t attract critters to your campsite!

The message truly is: Bring it in - Take it home!

Beer, Wine, and Alcohol Bottle Recycling
Each year Blue Skies selects a non-profit charitable organization 
to collect the bottles and receive the revenue from the returns. The 
beneficiary for this year is the Guatemala Stove Project. The 
collection happens at the Main Depot, by the Inner Parking Lot. So 
donate your bottles! Think about where they came from. If they are the 
type that can be returned to The Beer Store, they will benefit the GSP. 
Others go to recycling – if you’re not sure, the people at recycling can 
help.

Critters and Blue Skies
The Blue Skies site is home to a huge variety of critters large and 
small, from dragonflies to raccoons, deer, and even bears. 
This means we have to be a little aware. Critters love to eat, so here are 
some things that can encourage them to dine elsewhere:
 • keep all food in a sealed cooler or container, especially overnight;
• keep your garbage in a sealed container so that it does not attract 
critters to your campsite;
• regularly bring your compost and sorted recycling to the 
recycling depot and wash your dishes regularly;
• make your tent a food-free zone, and keep toiletries, including 
toothpaste and shampoo, in a sealed container outside your 
tent.

Moskitto Bar
Main Stage, Friday Evening, 9:30 pm
Workshop:  Saturday 12 Noon, Meadow
Moskitto Bar is a fresh and unique sound created in the multi-cultural 
hub of Toronto that combines a beautiful and original mix of Ukrainian, 
Balkan, Iraqi Middle-Eastern and French Celtic music. During a 
gathering in Northern Ontario, they met every day in the woods to share 
and teach each other their respective melodies and rhythms. As they 
were playing, the rural Ontario mosquitos were

joyfully feasting on the multi-cultural group inspiring their eponymous 
name. More than the music, despite their diverse traditions, political 
and social stories, they share a deeper connection, a mutual love and 
respect for each other and a common desire to spread messages of unity.
www.moskittobar.ca
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Monday Cleanup 
All the magic that is Blue Skies has to be put away when Monday 
arrives. This year we need your help more than ever!
 
If you can, please sign up before Monday morning with a 
volunteer coordinator, at the sign-up area (for tarps, signs and other 
specific tasks) or directly with the area you usually volunteer with 
(if you volunteer at the Fern Bar, Kids’ Area, Kitchen, Performer 
Hospitality, First Aid, Stage, Info Booth, Recycling or Sanitation).

The Monday Cleanup Hat will only be arriving Monday morning and 
needs to have some key things coordinated in advance, so we greatly 
appreciate your helping by trying things differently this year.

Please meet at the ice cooler at 10 am Monday morning if you 
are unsure where to go for your task. (N95 masks will be available in 4 
sizes and be required for all Monday Cleanup registered volunteer jobs 
requiring people to be within 6 feet of each other and in close quarters 
to keep each other safer)
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Accessibility 
We do our best to make sure that people of all ages and abilities are able 
to enjoy our little slice of heaven. Blue Skies organizers and volunteers are 
trained to assist when requested, and we continue to work our little buns 
off to make things better.

If you have accessibility-related requests, questions, or ideas, please come 
to the Info Booth during the festival or get in touch afterward through: 
accessibility@blueskiesmusicfestival.ca

Service Animals: If you plan on attending with a service animal, 
we request that you notify us by email before the festival and register the 
service animal upon arrival at the front gate.

Congratulations to Matt Ritter 
The winner of this year’s T-shirt Design Contest! 
Would you like to see your own design on the 
2023 Blues Skies Music Festival t-shirt and win 
two passes to the 2023 Festival? Visit us at the 
T-shirt Store or Info Booth for further details.

Please keep pathways clear through your campsite area. 
Encourage your neighbours to do the same. There must be clear access 
to every camping area for emergency vehicles.

Clear Paths for Safety

                             T-Shirt Store Hours
                   Friday: closed                   
                   Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm
                   Sunday: 10 am to 4 pm 
                   Monday: 10 am to Noon (if supplies last that long) 

                             Music Store Hours
                   Friday: no sales (sign in for musicians)
                   Saturday: 1 pm to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm
               Sunday: 10 am to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm 
               Monday: 9am to 11 am
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Important Info

Stories from the past
Twenty-five years ago, the stories below were told in the Blue Skies 
25-year Anniversary Book. What kind of stories will Blue Skies people be
sharing in next year’s 50-year Anniversary Book? Come and find out at the 
50-year workshops being held Saturday morning on the Main Stage 
(workshops at 9 am, 10 am and 11 am) .

Coming Up to 50 Years of Music & Community
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Saturday & Sunday afternoons

The Blue Skies Showcase
Main Stage, Sunday, 3 pm
Performances by the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra led by Cindy      
McCall and the Ukulele Orchestra led by JoJo Worthington. The  
ukulele practise/workshops are Saturday and Sunday at 10:30. Fiddle 
Orchestra practices are Saturday and Sunday at Noon.

The Blue Skies Square Dance
Saturday & Sunday, 4 pm, Main Stage
Join in the fun in the biggest square dance you will ever see! Enjoy a live 
dance band of guest artists and Blue Skies musicians.

Square Dance Callers: Tom Calwell & Myra Hirschberg
Square dance callers Myra and Tom are delighted to return to Blue Skies. 
They travel all over Ontario and the US, leading dances for community 
and celebratory occasions for all ages, bringing people together on the 
dance floor with a minimum of fuss and a maximum of fun!        

Square Dance Band Leader: Teilhard Frost
Teilhard Frost (pronounced tay YAR) is a multi-instrumentalist, 
specializing in non-electric old-time music. He is passionate about 
finding the links between cultures and reminding everyone that we all 
make music, even while we sleep. This year he’s here with Jason Mercer 
and ready to get your toes tapping!                                                            
www.tfrostmusic.com         
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Open Stage for Performers
Saturday & Sunday 12 - 3 pm, at the Open Stage
Linda Grenier invites musicians of all ages to strut your stuff. Bring 
your instruments for playing, voices for singing, hands for clapping and 
ears for listening.  What better way to get into the Blue Skies spirit?        
Hosted by Linda Grenier 

Volunteering at Blue Skies
Blue Skies is operated entirely by volunteers. During the festival we 
need many volunteers to keep the magic happening. There are sign-up 
boards at the Info Booth and the helpful folks at the Info Booth can also 
help you find a place to pitch in.

 
       Experience the true Blue Skies magic:
       Be a volunteer! 

Saturday & Sunday afternoons

Blue Skies Mail List
If you want to join the Blue Skies Mail List or 
your contact info is out of date, you need to 
tell us! Email:   
maillist@blueskiesmusicfestival.ca
Provide your current email and mailing address including postal 
code. Or, drop by the Info Booth this weekend and write your contact 
information, in your most legible printing, in the Mail List binder.

If you would like to participate in the Blue Skies meetings held through 
the Fall and Spring, please put your name and contact information in 
the Meeting Notice List binder. Blue Skies information starts every 
January with your Winter Newsletter and an appeal to confirm your 
contact information and whether you wish to remain or be removed 
from the Mail List. All year round you can visit the Blue Skies website:  
              www.blueskiesmusicfestival.ca 

Welcome Back!  Though the in-person festival has been on hold for the 
past two years, the Blue Skies spirit has been active—Blue Skies in the 
Community (BSIC) has been supporting music, musicians and the 
arts in the communities surrounding the festival site. While some of our 
programs were on hold, we had to be inventive in order to keep going— 
when in-person events were restricted, music has a magical way of 
connecting people even virtually.  
 
The following performers who are giving workshops at this year’s festival 
each received a $1000 Covid-19 grant from BSIC during the past 
year: Lynne Hanson, Joey Wright, Gary Rasberry, John Carroll, Kate 
Weekes, and Spencer Evans.

Blue Skies in the Community continues to run a number of 
programs—some operate year round like Community Granting which 
can cover up to 50% of the cost of artist fees at school or community 
events.  The Blue Skies Community Fiddle Orchestra is an all-
ages, all-skills group which operates three terms between September and 
June. Some of BSICs’ other programs, like the Adult Music Camp and 
the Kids’ Arts Camp, happen on the Blue Skies site.  

For information about these and our other programs/events, or how you 
can participate, please visit http://blueskies-in-the-community.ca 

page 46



Blue Skies 2022 Blue Skies 2022page 8 page 45

Saturday Evening
Mattie Leon

Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 7 pm
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Hilltop
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Hilltop
Mattie Leon is a singer-songwriter hailing from Hamilton, Ontario. A 
craftsman with a guitar, Mattie 
refuses to leave the past behind. 
His sensibilities are informed 
by the songwriting of the 
sixties and seventies. His voice, 
whether soaring or soulful, is 
his own. The result is a fresh 
take on a classic form; familiar 
but unmistakably new. Mattie is 
no stranger to the road having 
brought his music to stages all 
across Canada. His new LP, In 
Natural Light was released in 
2021 and his song All the Time 
earned him Folk Music Ontario’s Songs From The Heart Award last year.              
www.mattieleon.com

The Fretless
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 8 pm
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm, Meadow
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Swamp
Four ferocious players, masterful composition, and a genre-bending 
sound — Juno award-winning The Fretless is a Canadian quartet that 
has firmly taken its place on the map. A supergroup of celebrated 

solo artists, The Fretless 
create a signature sound 
that expands the idea of 
a string music quartet 
— transforming fiddle 
tunes and folk melodies 
into intricate, beautiful, 
high-energy arrangements 
that have quickly gained 

a following and accolades from around the world. The Fretless sound 
is distinctly rich, multi-layered, uniquely percussive and a completely 
fresh approach to folk music.                               www.thefretless.com

Saturday Concerts Coming Up to 50 Years of Music & Community

Blue Skies Music Festival and Blue Skies in the Community have 
both been 100% non-profit, and been 100% volunteer-run for 49 years! 
Next year, we celebrate a half century!
   
Hats are the people responsible for the different parts of the festival. 
Together, the Hats depend on the dedicated and enthusiastic help of 
hundreds of volunteers!  You’re surrounded by volunteers who make 
Blue Skies a Happening Place.

Make this your year to volunteer - feel the Blue Skies spirit! 
Get yourself to the Info Booth and sign up for a shift or three.

Blue Skies 2022 Hats
Artistic Director: Margaret Sullivan;  Blue Skies in the 
Community (BSIC): Shannon Curry; First Aid: Nili Kaplan-Myrth, 
Andrew Isaac Guardino;  Gate: Jason Walker; General Coordinator: 
Dale Driver;  Holistic: Michelle De Grandmont; Info Booth: April 
Tuttle;  Kids’ Area: Lyndsay Koivisto; Kitchen: Christian Knudsen, 
Sarah Allison; Legal: Warren Leroy; Mailing List / Newsletters: 
Donna Wood;  MC: Magoo; Meeting Minutes: Gord McDiarmid; 
Monday Cleanup: Beth Schilling; Music Store: Carole Johnson;  
Parking: Lonnie Bergstein, Rob Fletcher, Sam Whitely; Performer 
Accommodation: Martina Field; Performer Hospitality: Clara 
McGregor, Mally McGregor; Program: Andrew Hall;  Purchasing: 
Bill Duffenais; Recycling: Henning VanDerMeer; Sanitation: Jodi 
O’Sullivan; Security: Stephen Peringer; Site Coordinator: Bob 
Davidson; Snack Shack: Freja Bond; Stage: Jeff Hopkinson; T-shirt 
Store: Rebecca Pollard; Tickets: Alvin Wood; Treasurer: Liz Cliffen 
Gallant;  Volunteer Coordinators: Shane Norris, Corcoran Peppley, 
Tracy Scott; Water: Pascal Lussier;  Work Weekend: Liz McDermott; 
Lifetimer: Oskar Graf;  TLC – The Land Council: Linda Rush, Lloyd 
Greenspoon, Mireille LaPointe, Grant Pilkington, Randy Roels;  Hat 
Support Council: Kate Thomas, Joel Leblanc, Ann Sharp, Jenn Wilson 
and Matt Rose.

Monday Morning Meeting 
At 11 am, for one hour in the Kids’ Area, we gather to share our ideas and 
feedback about how Blue Skies 2022 went. What did we really like and 
what can we improve upon for next year? It’s the kick-start for planning 
next year’s festival.

Rules at Blue Skies
We have precious few rules at Blue Skies but we do have ‘em:              
Dogs are prohibited (except for registered service animials,               
see page 6)  and private sales are not allowed. Please respect       
both rules. Thanks.
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Exco Levi and High Priest Band
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 10 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 Noon, Meadow

Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Meadow
Since coming to Canada from his native 
Jamaica in 2005, Exco Levi has firmly 
established himself as the country’s 
premier contemporary reggae artist. He 
has won an unprecedented five Juno 
Awards for Best Reggae Artist from a 
total of nine nominations. Exco has 
also received awards at the Canadian 
Reggae Music Awards in 2007, and the 
Irie Music Awards in 2011 among many 
other distinctions. In 2016, Exco Levi 
was recognized for his contribution 
to local and Canadian culture with an 
induction into the Brampton, Ontario 
Walk Of Fame.
www.excolevimusic.com
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Madeleine Roger
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 9 pm
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Hilltop
Workshop: Sunday 2 pm, Hilltop 
Madeleine Roger is a contemporary                                                       
folk singer from Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
While deftly accompanying herself 
on acoustic guitar, it is her artistry as 
a songwriter and storyteller that can 
silence a room, uniting her brilliantly 
crafted lyrics with imaginative 
melodies that linger long after they 
are sung. Her critically-acclaimed 
debut album Cottonwood combines 
the elegant storytelling of folk 
traditions with the grounded vibe of 
roots music. It is a collection of songs 
that reflect on femininity and equality, 
the majesty of the wilderness, and the 
beautiful awkwardness of trying to 
love another person.                                        
www.madeleineroger.com 

50 Years of      
Blue Skies
In 2023 we’ll be celebrating 50 years of 
Blue Skies and we’re not going to let that 
slip by quietly. Time to raise a hoopla!

This weekend, there are workshops and 
other ways for you to share your writing, 
music, or stories with us.
 

Saturday morning, come to the workshop - 50 Years of Blue 
Skies, Planning the Party - and find a fun way to lean in, in any way 
that speaks to you.

We are collecting anything and everything from book and film content to 
anything that can make next year’s Blue Skies extra special.
 
You can deliver things that you’ve written down, sketched out, or 
printed off, to the drop box at the Info Booth. Please include your name 
and email address with your submission. You can also deliver after the 
festival to 50years@blueskiesmusicfestival.ca.
 
Deadline: for your best chance of us featuring your work or running with 
your ideas—please send things by the end of summer.

Blue Skies Waltz Lyrics Contest 
We are holding a Blue Skies Waltz Lyrics Contest! It is finally (nearly 30 
years later) time to add lyrics to the Blue Skies Waltz written by 
Kirk Elliott and Carolyn Stewart. 

Entries will be judged by a celebrity panel of Carolyn Stewart, Kirk Elliott 
and Magoo! For more info, pop by the Info Booth to read the waltz 
posters. See paragraph above to submit your lyrics.  Deadline: September 
15, 2022.

A different way to describe Blue Skies... in six words.
For the 50-year book we’re collecting six-word descriptions of Blue 
Skies. Like the following - “Benches back, anticipation heightens boogie 
explosion”. Or this one - “Bare feet, cuddle puddles, star gazing”. And 
another - “Late night jams, early morning coffee”. 

Why not try your hand? Unleash your inner poet and share what 
springs forth with the rest of Blue Skies. Just drop off your creative effort 
(with your name and email) at the Info Booth (see paragraph above).

Coming Up to 50 Years of Music & Community
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Inclusiveness and Personal SafetySaturday Concerts

The PepTides
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 11 pm
Workshop: Sunday 12 noon, Main Stage
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Main Stage
The PepTides is a nine-member band with a distinctive larger-than-
life pop sound that combines elements of funk, soul, gospel, folk, Latin 
and new wave. In 2017, the group was named “Ottawa’s Best Band” by 

Ottawa Life Magazine for its extravagant live performances. A snapshot 
of Canadian diversity, The PepTides are a rainbow of faces: girls and 
guys, LGBTQ and straight, English and French, black and white and in-
between: Ukrainian, Mexican, Guyanese, Cree, Acadian, Armenian and 
Scottish. The band’s 2019 album, Galápagos, Vol. I, is a salute to Kurt 
Vonnegut’s 1985 novel.                                           www.thepeptides.com

Respect, care and kindness 
We all contribute to making Blue Skies the magical festival we look 
forward to all year long. One of the simplest and best ways to maintain 
the good vibes is by respecting people’s boundaries and only 
touching people with their consent. People aren’t always 
comfortable with being touched, so if you’re not sure, just ask before 
hugging or touching someone, and be ready to accept it if they’re not 
interested.

Blue Skies is at its best when everyone feels completely free to be 
themselves. Behaviours that are ableist, homophobic, racist, sexist, 
transphobic, otherwise prejudiced, aggressive, disrespectful or unkind 
can cast a shadow on someone’s Blue Skies and hurt them even long after 
the festival. Let’s try to be mindful of the effect that our words 
and actions have on the people around us. This goes for everyone 
at the festival: organizers, volunteers, sound crew, and performers 
included.

Being aware of what’s happening around you is also a great 
way to be helpful to others. If you experience or witness harassment, 
assault, or disrespectful or otherwise harmful behaviour, you’re 
encouraged to ask for it to stop, to intervene if it is safe to do so, and to 
communicate the situation to Security as soon as you can.

The Info Booth is a friendly place that is staffed day and night, and is 
ready to welcome you throughout the festival. The volunteers at the 
Info Booth will help connect you with Security, First Aid, or anyone else 
you need to help you deal with situations that you aren’t comfortable 
handling on your own.

The Security team will follow up on every report of harmful 
behaviour and remain involved until it’s resolved. On rare 
occasions, when resolving a situation calls for removing someone from 
the festival, that’s what we do.

          Kindness, consideration, and care for others 
          are some of the magic we hope you fill your 
          pockets with and spread into the world.

Fire Safety 
Please: Never start a fire at a communal fire pit and walk 
away. Someone always HAS to be looking after any fire. The same 
goes for cook stoves and other flame sources. Fire safety is really 
important.  Never leave any flame unattended or drop a cigarette butt 
on the ground.  A fire will ruin everyone’s Blue Skies experience.

We have several communal fire pits scattered around the site. They’re 
great for cooking on, jamming around and generally getting together 
and meeting your neighbours. 

Tread carefully along the edges of the roads, fields and meadows.  
Poison ivy likes the margins, so keep your eyes out for those pesky little 
three-leafed devils. If you think you’ve come in contact with poison ivy, 
wash your skin with soap and water as soon as you can. The oil will stay 
on fabric and spread, so change your clothes and handle them carefully 
until they can be washed. If you do get a rash, First Aid can help.

Poison Ivy – “Leaves of three – Let it be”
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The Famous Blue Skies Loos
Blue Skies’ outhouses are known throughout the civilized world as the 
sweetest and most hygienic loos ever! Please help us maintain these 
high standards.

Kids and the Stage
Children and parents are encouraged to enjoy the Main Stage concerts in 
the special space at the front of the stage and on the children’s benches set 
up there. For safety’s sake, kids are not allowed on the stage or 
apron.

The Wonderful Loos of Blue Skies

•  Use the “one poop, one scoop 
method” (one scoop of sawdust).

•  Close the lid once you are 
done. It helps the loo vent 
properly and makes tomorrow’s 
visit so much more pleasant-ish.

•  Don’t put anything down 
the hole with a half-life longer 
than a week, for example, beer 
cans, sanitary products, baby 
wipes, underwear (yes, you read 
correctly...).

•  Volunteer for a sanitation shift - 
a quick and easy way to contribute 
to the festival! Give your loo 
cleaning volunteers your love 
and gratitude when you see 
them at work.

•  While there are hand-washing stations around the festival, and hand 
sanitizer available, it’s a smart thing to set up a hand-washing 
station at your own campsite and/or bring your own preferred 
cleaning products: such as hand sanitizer, wipes or wet cloths. Just 
remember—all garbage must be taken home with you.

•  We will try to the best of our abilities to provide a safe, clean 
environment for all attendees and in that effort we do suggest wearing 

a mask when using the loos and 
provide enough social distance in line 
when waiting to use the loo.

Hair Wraps
 Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Create colourful and vibrant hair wraps and learn about their history, 
techniques and styles.               Hosted by Jenn Wilson

Kids’ Area Sunday

Let’s Knot and Say We Did!
 Sunday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
An introduction to knot-tying for the whole family.                                      
Hosted by Damon Bond

Snap, Tap, Clap and Sing with Gary
 Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Gary’s motto—always try to leave a trail of happy children and 
smiling parents in your wake. JUNO-nominated artist Gary Rasberry 
has been a fixture on the Kingston music and arts scene for almost 
4 decades. His songs offer a path to travel, one that winds its 
way through classrooms, campfires, coffee houses and festivals.                                                     
Hosted by Gary Rasberry

Juggling for Joy
 Sunday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
An introductory workshop in juggling for both those who have never 
juggled and those who keep trying. We will provide the juggling balls to 
learn with and keep. Extremely excited to welcome all kids old and young.  
Hosted by Zephyr Gell with assistance from Finn and James Gell

The Story-Telling Workshop
 Sunday 3 - 4 pm, Kids’ Area
Nature Crafts and Storytelling: You will be learning a little about how to 
create a story by using an adaptation of Thumbelina, as a model. Also, 
your responses to key questions will provide clues to your stories. The 
hosts, using your tiny, fairy spaces and your responses, will help tell your 
enchanting tales. Hosted by Selina Chiarelli & Elizabeth Stanley

Peaceful Happy Festival

Shhh … Quiet Areas
The communal fire pit nearest the stage will accommodate late night 
revellers. Away from there, it’s less noisy. Sleepy Hollow is the quiet 
camping area between the stage and gate house. Here we request no 
noise or boisterous singing – quiet conversation and soft music are 
welcome. 

But quiet area or not, please remember, your neighbour will be 
a happier camper after some sleep. If your neighbour is more 
boisterous than you would wish, try asking them to tone it down. A 
gentle request goes a long way.



Blue Skies 2022 Blue Skies 2022page 12 page 41

Sunday Concerts

The Blue Skies Choir
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 7 pm
The Blue Skies Choir, led by Deidre Kellerman (she/her), is a 
chance for any festival-goer to jump into a music-making activity that 
is challenging and fun, and that always produces spectacular results.          
See pages 16-17 for more info.

The Blue Skies Drums
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 7:30 pm
Oisin Hannigan hosts drum workshops on Saturday and Sunday 
preparing for this performance. All percussionists welcome.                   
See pages 31 & 36 for more info.

Sunday Evening Concerts

Lynne Hanson
Main Stage, Sunday Evening – 7:45 pm
Workshop:  Saturday 12 noon, Finger
Workshop:  Sunday 1 pm, Hilltop
Too tough for folk and too blues-influenced for country, Lynne Hanson’s 
brand of “porch music with a little red dirt” can turn on a dime from 
one song to the next—from 
a sunshine, blue-sky ballad 
to a full-on thunderstorm of 
gritty Americana swamp. The 
award-winning songwriter is 
known for her high-energy, 
roots guitar-driven live 
performances. Over her 15-
year solo career, Lynne has 
recorded eight studio albums, 
published a book of haiku in 
2016, and a book of poetry in 
February 2020.  Her latest 
album Ice Cream In November 
was released in April 2022.                                     
www.lynnehanson.com

Other special guest artists
As always, we’re blessed with an abundance of musical friends 
who grace our workshops and Main Stage this weekend, and help keep 
the music happening at campfires long into the night. To Jason 
Mercer, Trevor Mills, Washboard Hank, Linda Grenier, Lesley Marie 
Boileau, Saskia Tomkins and the many other hyper-talented festival-goers 
who make this festival so special, a heartfelt thank you!

Campsite Craft Supplies
 Sunday 12 noon - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Would you prefer to make crafts at your own campsite? Come see what we 
have at the Kids’ Area. We invite you to take fun materials back to your 
campsite and have some quiet space creating in your own time.

Kids’ Area Sunday

Gnome is Where the Heart Is
 Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
In this playful, creative workshop we will sew simple characters using 
recycled, found materials, while dreaming up their stories. Who knows 
where they might wander. Basic sewing skills helpful but not required. 
Kids unable to handle needles/scissors alone are welcome but will need 
an adult/older friend helper. All materials provided.                                     
Hosted by Abi Lyon, Jasper Wicke

Hambone
 Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
The plan is the HAMBONE and we are going to slap ourselves silly! 
Although all people on the planet have a version of body percussion, 
‘Hambone’ was created by enslaved Africans in North America. Forbidden 
to use their drums, slaves found ways to make rhythms with body music 
such as hand clapping and body and thigh slapping, also called “Pattin’ 
Juba.” It requires no batteries, no uploads, no downloads—in fact it 
doesn’t even require an instrument! You become the drumset and you can 
do it prit’ near anywhere!
Hosted by Teilhard Frost

Draw Fun - 50th Blue Skies Celebration Drawing Workshop
 Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
We are so excited to be able to see each other again and have fun at Blue 
Skies this year. What kinds of things at Blue Skies make you happy? 
What are some fun things to do? Come to the Kids’ Area to talk about 
feeling happy and having fun, then draw it! Leave your beautiful drawings 
with us, they might become part of the Blue Skies 50th celebrations.           
Hosted by France Boisjoli

Parachute Games
 Sunday 10:15 am - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Non-competitive, co-operative parachute games for kids between 5 and 10 
years old.        Hosted by Joe Rizk

Groove Parade: Kids Music
 Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
Move and groove to action songs; play freeze dance and move like 
your favourite animal. Find your inner dance monkey! We’ll clap, 
stomp and sing together. Groove Parade is when we make a symphony 
of rhythm and percussion sounds in this fun, interactive play-shop.                           
Hosted by Kristin Lindell
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David Ross Macdonald
Main Stage, Sunday Evening – 8:45 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 noon, Hilltop
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Hilltop
No stranger to this festival, David 
Ross Macdonald instantly won 
our hearts many years ago with 
his memorable starlit tweener and 
it’s always a treat to welcome him 
back to Blue Skies. Tunesmith, 
guitarist, drummer, podcast 
producer, home builder, ex-
geologist turned amateur celestial 
mechanic, arcade busker, off-
grid’er and ex-bread delivery guy. 
David’s songs are written with a 
keen eye for the human condition 
and his guitar playing is full of 
fingerpicking and a lot of heart.                                                   
www.davidrossmacdonald.com

Sunday concertsKids’ Area Sunday

The Best Parade Ever!
 Sunday 9:45 am - 10:15 am, Kids’ Area
The best Blue Skies Tradition ever! Back Again! Come One, Come All! 
Shake those shakers! Bang those pots and pans! Dress your best! Wear 
your most colourful, silliest costume! All our little saints will be waking 
sleepy sleepers! Let’s make this one the very Best!                                 
Hosted by Magoo and Washboard Hank

Farm Yard Pocket Buddy Egg Carton Animals
 Sunday 10:15 am - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Old McDonald had a farm and it has come to Blue Skies. Come on down to 
that farm and make your own pocket-sized farmyard. Cows, chickens, pigs 
and more. Show us what your favourite animal is! All materials supplied.            
Hosted by Nicole Ducker

Need assistance or need to ask a question? 
People in turquoise Blue Skies t-shirts tend to know what’s up 
around the festival. If you need help, they’re the ones to talk to.

   
     Tell your kids about them!

Tragedy Ann
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 9:45 pm
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm, Hilltop 
Tragedy Ann is a forward-looking folk duo from Guelph, Ontario. 
Braiding organic vocal harmonies with accordion, singing saw, guitars, 
and ukulele, 
Tragedy Ann’s 
arrangements are 
as delicate as they 
are driving. Their 
concerts emanate 
the honesty and 
enthusiasm of 
people who can’t 
help but create 
and perform. With 
their new album 
Heirlooms, Liv 
Cazzola and Braden 
Phelan issue a call 
for deeper connection with each other and with the natural world. In 
addition to their musical endeavours as a duo, they can also be seen on-
stage with The Lifers and heard on many of their peers’ albums.   
www.tragedyannmusic.com
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Kids’ Area Saturday
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Sunday Concerts

Clear Paths for Safety
Blue Skies runs on the spirit of community responsibility. We all 
know there are many people on site, people sprawled on the hill listening 
to music, individuals standing and chatting. Everyone is having a great 
time, but we do have to think of safety. Please keep the paths clear 
of chairs, blankets, and sleeping children. Just something to think 
about to make the whole Blue Skies experience a special and safe one. 

Costume and Dance Party
 Saturday 3 - 4 pm, Kids’ Area
It’s time to put on your best get-up and get-down on the dance floor with 
The Gertrudes! Bring your favourite costumes (some extras will be on 
hand) and dancing shoes. Watch out for the big bird busting the moves 
and schooling the songs.     Hosted by The Gertrudes

Body Painting
 Saturday 3 - 4 pm, Kids’ Area
Art isn’t limited to a plain canvas. Discover what you can create on 
your body, and walk around as your own piece of art. There’s glitter, 
rhinestones, hair paint and plenty of colour to try on, even if you’re 
wearing a mask. We will need models and painters. All are welcome.               
Hosted by Madelin Dawson

Performance - Washboard Hank
 Saturday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
Washboard Hank is a very well travelled children’s entertainer who 
delights children with his totally wacky combination of great songs and 
pure creativity. His Blue Skies kid’s show is almost as much fun as the 
parade!

Role-Playing Games
 Saturday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
Join us for an imaginary adventure using the Dungeons & Dragons 5e 
system: “It’s the night of the big Saturday show and excitement is in 
the air. But something is amiss - Magoo’s Safari Suit is missing! You 
adventurers have only a short time to track down and return the suit in 
time. Can you do it?!”         Hosted by Garett Barr and Sarah Fitzpatrick

Draw Fun - 50th Blue Skies Celebration Drawing Workshop
 Saturday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
We are so excited to be able to see each other again and have fun at Blue 
Skies this year. What kinds of things at Blue Skies make you happy? 
What are some fun things to do? Come to the Kids’ Area to talk about 
feeling happy and having fun, then draw it! Leave your beautiful drawings 
with us, they might become part of the Blue Skies 50th celebrations.        
Hosted by France Boisjoli

Bubble Wands
 Saturday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Pipe cleaners, ribbons and beads; Oh my!! Come join the magic of 
designing and creating your unique bubble wand. There will be bubbles 
blowing in the wind!!         Hosted by Denise Blanchette

Kelly Bado
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 10:45 pm
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Main Stage
Workshop: Sunday, 2 pm, Hilltop

Weaving in influences from her 
African heritage, la chanson 
française, and American gospel, 
Kelly Bado’s music crosses cultural 
barriers to bring people together 
in joy and hope. Her striking 
vocals and uplifting melodies were 
recognized with a 2021 WCMA 
Francophone and Global Artist of 
the Year Award. With lyrics inspired 
by love, celebration and social 
equality, Kelly is committed to the 
vision of an inclusive world where 
we come together as citizens of this 
vast planetary village - each of us 
contributing unique strengths to the 
common experience.

                                                                 www.kellybado.com

Thanks to Robyn McCann for the  
wonderful fun graphic that greets 
us on the cover of this year’s 
festival program. Robyn entered 
the graphic in this year’s T-shirt 
Contest. We thought it so good 
we snagged it for the cover. Next 
year, we’re hoping you creative 
folks send us some really rad 
illustrations for Blue Skies’           
50-year celebration.
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Curtain Performers

Rae Kennedy
Workshop: Saturday, 12 noon, Hilltop - Candelo Roadshow Radio Hour

Rae Kennedy is a writer and a maker, a story collector and a sky gazer. 
She loves a wild edge, a crumpled list, a salt-water full-body baptism. Her 
work is both a bird in flight and a fine-toothed comb.

Joey Wright
Workshop: Saturday, 1 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19 

Joey Wright is a Juno-nominated songwriter, composer, multi-
instrumentalist and performer well known for his lyrical guitar and 
mandolin playing. Joey was a leading light in the explosive bluegrass, old 
time and traditional country scene in Toronto in the 90’s and 2000’s.

Gary Rasberry
Workshop: Saturday, 2 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19

Juno-nominated artist Gary Rasberry has been a fixture on the Kingston 
music and arts scene for almost four decades. His songs offer a path to 
travel, winding through classrooms, campfires, coffee houses and festivals. 
Gary’s latest album, Polishing Stone, was released in April 2021.

JoJo Worthington
Workshop: Saturday, 2 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19

Pushing emotionally potent alternative pop to the perilous edge, JoJo 
Worthington has a distinctive presence in Canadian music. Through her 
breakthrough album \\ (2016), her avant-pop odyssey TCYK (2019), and 
the unprecedented intimate BAPTIZED I (2022), this visionary songster 
unites earthly and celestial sounds on a quest toward the divine.

John Carroll
Workshop: Sunday, 12 noon, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19 

John Carroll creates mindful, pithy, and insightful songs from everyday 
life. He’s a sure-footed teller of yarns, his tales of wit woven seamlessly 
through stories and songs. His skilled finger-style and slide guitar lend 
aching melodies or create gritty background for the images in his lyrics.

The Gertrudes
Workshop: Sunday, 1 pm, Meadow - Jam Like It’s 1899

The Gertrudes bring together a versatile collective of Kingston musicians 
to create a unique and experimental folkestra. They have produced four 
full-length albums, two EPs, and participated in numerous festivals.

Curtain PerformersKids’ Area Saturday

Parachute Games
 Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
Non-competitive, co-operative parachute games for kids between 5 and 10 
years old.         Hosted by Joe Rizk

Campsite Craft Supplies
 Saturday 12 noon - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Would you prefer to make crafts at your own campsite? Come down and 
see what we have at the Kids’ Area.  We invite you to take fun materials 
back to your Blue Skies’ campsites and have some quiet space to create in 
your own time.

Kids’ Tie-Dye
 Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
Get your hands dirty and leave with a psychedelically coloured piece of 
art! Bring along anything you have that is made of 100% cotton. Some 
items will be available for sale, bring cash. Don’t forget to bring your 
plastic bags.       Hosted by Mitchell Webster

Adult Tie-Dye
 Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
All right, big kids: now it’s your turn to get your hands dirty and turn 
something boring into something wild. Bring along anything you have 
that’s made of 100% cotton. Some items  will be available for sale, bring 
cash. Don’t forget to bring your plastic bags.              Hosted by Vel Craig

Nature Scavenger Hunt
 Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
Day One: The Hunt is on: Come down and join the hunt for enchanting 
items that you will use to create welcoming spaces for magical friends. A 
scavenger hunt list will be at the Kids’ Area—you will be guided through 
the fairy-laden Blue Skies land. Collect found items and create wee spaces 
in preparation for “The Storytelling Workshop” on Sunday at 3 pm.                                                        
Hosted by Selina Chiarelli & Elizabeth Stanley

Open Crafts Corner
 Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
Welcome to our Open Crafts Corner. We have a wide range of craft 
supplies ready for your creative juices. Feathers, ribbons, buttons, beads 
and much more are waiting for kids of all ages. Bring your parents!
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Whimsical Weaving of Brilliant Bracelets
 Saturday 10 - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Come join us to learn how to make simple yet stylish woven bracelets. 
Whether to symbolize a friendship or dress up your wrists and ankles, 
bracelets are fun to make and wear!                                                          
Hosted by Miles and Claire Brackenbury

Up on the Main Stage, at Blue Skies we call them tweeners, entertaining 
us with 3-song performances in front of the curtain while the Main Stage 
acts are getting set up. The following musicians are this year’s tweeners:.
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Blue Skies Kids’ Area 2022 
Blue Skies aims to be a safe and creative space for the whole family. 
This year we are being extra cautious in the Kids’ Area. We 
are recommending that masks be worn during workshops 
where close contact is unavoidable and that physical distancing be 
practiced wherever possible. We are offering fewer workshops to allow 
for more space in each time slot. We will also have craft supplies 
for children to take back to their campsites if that is more 
comfortable for parents.
 
Please note: We will not baby-sit—we want parents, grandparents 
and fairy godparents with us! This way we are all taking care of the 
children. If we run into bumps along the road, please be 
patient and enjoy the moment. We are working with a different 
reality this year.

If you or a family member gets sick at the festival and you 
suspect Covid, mask immediately, distance yourself from 
others, and as soon as possible pack up and leave. If you are 
uncertain about what to do, contact First Aid for advice. 
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Kids’ Area SaturdayCurtain Performers & Blue Skies Choir

Kate Weekes
Workshop: Sunday, 1 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19

Songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Kate Weekes maps the musical 
spot where landscapes and emotions converge. Hailing from the Gatineau 
Hills of Quebec, Kate performs clawhammer banjo and guitar alongside 
James Stephens (fiddle) and Brian Sanderson (sousaphone). Her 4th 
album of original songs will be released in the fall of 2022. 

Spencer and Oscar Evans                                              
Workshop: Sunday, 2 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19                

Spencer and Oscar Evans, are a father/son duo who perform with 
spontaneous abandon, losing themselves in the grooves. They have a 
deep mutual love for New Orleans Jazz, Rhythm and Blues, Soul and 
Funk and many other styles of music. Their Blue Skies Suite pays musical 
tribute to our beloved festival!

The Blue Skies Choir
Main Stage, Sunday, 7 pm, Blue Skies Showcase

Every year, members of the Blue Skies Choir sing out, and you’re invited 
to join in! Rehearsals over the weekend lead to a short set on the Main 
Stage on Sunday evening. The choir welcomes novice, emerging and 
developed choral musicians alike – that’s the mix that makes it work. 

Choir Director 
Deirdre Kellerman (she/her) 
is a conductor and vocal coach 
based on unceded Algonquin 
territory (in Ottawa). She 
is the Artistic Director of 
Hypatia’s Voice and Tone 
Cluster - quite a queer choir. 
Deirdre is passionate about 
music education and life-long 
learning, and maintains a busy 
teaching studio. She holds 
degrees in vocal performance 
and conducting. 
Deirdre will lead the Blue 
Skies Choir through a 
whirlwind of rehearsals as they 
tackle a variety of material for 
the showcase on the Blue Skies 
stage on Sunday evening.

Making Instruments & Baubles for Sunday Morning Parade
 Saturday 10 - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Come on down and make a costume decoration and/or a noise maker for 
the “Best Parade Ever”.     Hosted by Sedge

Kids’ Workshops Saturday
Plant, Grow, Eat
 Saturday 9 - 10 am, Kids’ Area
Come on out and learn to pot up soil, sow seedlings of edible plants, water 
and take care of them. Take home herb seedlings that can be transplanted 
into larger pots and used in your own cooking at home. All ages are 
welcome!      Hosted by Tom Marcantonio

The Treeline’s Field Guide to Canadian Folk
 Saturday 9 - 10 am, Kids’ Area
The Treeline will explore family-friendly folk songs of the Canadian 
wilderness, wild animals and the natural environment. Audience 
participation is a must. Folks attending the workshop will also get to print 
a linocut created by members of the band.          Hosted by The Treeline
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Sunday Workshops

Blue Skies Choir Practice Schedule
IMPORTANT - Choir practice is now in the new CHOIR LOFT, tucked 
in behind the Kids’ area. Everyone is welcome & music is provided. No 
experience necessary, just the love of singing! 

Friday 5 pm              – Early Bird Choir Meet and Greet 
Saturday 10:30 am  – An important rehearsal, 
                                     bring  your coffee!
Saturday 5:30 pm   – The important rehearsal 
Sunday 9 am           – The more important rehearsal 
Sunday 1 pm            – The MOST important rehearsal 
Sunday 6:30 pm      – Gather beside the Stage with 
                                     your music 
Sunday 7 pm            – Performance time! We take to the 
                                     Main Stage!!

Blue Skies Kids and the Kids’ Area
The Kids’ Area is a fun, safe, and creative place for the whole family, but 
it’s not a baby-sitting service. So, c’mon parents, come and hang out, 
enjoy the workshops with your kids. Grown-up faces can be painted too.
And a special note about the evenings—kids love the thrill of running 
in the dark. Help them remember that even with flashlights, accidents 
can happen. Bring your children to the concerts. Teach them the joys of 
festival music. They’re the future of Blue Skies!

And when they stretch their wings—when your young ones decide it’s 
time to set up camp away from you, find out where they are. Visit them 
late at night. Pay attention to what they’re doing and who they’re hanging 
out with! 

Encourage your kids to come hear the music!

Blue Skies Choir

Teen Workshops
Please see the descriptions on page 50

All Call Y’All
Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Meadow
Let’s take a deep dive together into the traditions of call and response 
singing. Karen Morand will lead us through singing some traditional 
tunes and some original ones too. Bring just your voices or a song to share 
and get ready to call and respond!                         Host: Karen Morand

Making Music During Covid-19
Sunday 2  - 3 pm,  Finger
Come hear the music Spencer Evans has been making during Covid-19. 
Spencer is a multi-instrumentalist from Kingston and whether he’s 
playing jazz, funk or R&B, he certainly knows how to groove. Come learn 
what his latest musical projects are and what BSIC funding has made 
possible.                  Host: Spencer Evans

A Feminine Perspective
Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Hilltop
Join Madeleine Roger for a conversation about what it means to write 
songs that tell women’s stories from a woman’s perspective. She’ll share 
her experiences as a woman in the music industry today. All are welcome 
to come and listen but the focus of this workshop is to hear the voices of 
women, trans and non-binary folks.
Host: Madeleine Roger, Participant: Kelly Bado

Bodhrán Basics
Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Swamp
Have you ever wanted to learn how to play the Bodhrán? Heck, have you 
ever wanted to just learn how to say “bodhrán”? Oisín Hannigan is taking 
us back to the basics and will teach you everything you need to know to 
seriously up your frame drum game.                   Host: Oisín Hannigan

The Blue Skies Drums
Sunday 5 - 6 pm, The Drum Circle
All percussionists welcome! Come and join the Blue Skies Drums in the 
Circle behind the Kids’ Area. Oisín Hannigan will lead the workshop 
preparing a performance piece for the Sunday night concert. 



Blue Skies 2022 Blue Skies 2022page 18

Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra

page 35

Cindy McCall and the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra
Main Stage, Sunday, 3 pm, Blue Skies Showcase
Workshop: Saturday, 12 noon, Swamp – Play in the Fiddle Orchestra
Workshop: Sunday, 12 noon, Swamp – Play in the Fiddle Orchestra

Cindy - fiddler, teacher, conductor, 
composer, arranger - leads the 
Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra at 
rehearsals, concerts, community 
events and schools year round, in 
the Maberly area. The orchestra is 
the flagship program of Blue Skies 
in the Community. 
Fiddlers are welcome to join 
the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra 
Workshops. All ages can get sheet 
music and learn the tunes for 
Sunday’s Blue Skies Showcase. 
If you have a music stand, please 
bring it with you to the rehearsals.

A New Beginner Fiddlers Group for this Fall 2022 
The Blue Skies Community Fiddle Orchestra is excited to be 
starting up a beginner group, welcoming new students of all ages 8 
and up. This is a great opportunity for multiple members of a family to 
learn together. The all-ages character of the Orchestra is one of 
its unique features. Under the direction of Cindy McCall, this smaller 
group focuses on the basic techniques of the fiddle and mandolin, as well 
as the fundamentals of reading music and learning to play together while 
having fun. This group typically practices together for 2 to 3 years before 
joining the main group. 

If you do not have a fiddle, our instrument lending library has a selection 
of all sizes of quality instruments to be rented at $10 per month. The 
classes are divided into three semesters, covering different materials and 
techniques throughout each semester. The cost for membership each 
semester is only $100. 
  
The first beginner class begins Sept 10th to Dec 17 at the 
Maberly Hall. Practices are held every Saturday from 1 to 2 pm. For 
registration and general inquiries, call Cindy McCall at  613-278-2448, or 
email:  cindy.fiddlemusic.mccall@gmail.com

Thanks to Blue Skies in the Community for their support, to keep our 
group open and affordable to the community.

Hambone & Body Percussion
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Swamp
The hambone is a simple yet effective percussive style. You’ll be a 
master of syncopation in no time as you learn to create rhythms using a 
combination of hambones, hand clapping and body and thigh slapping. 
No need to bring an instrument, because you will become the drumset!          
Host: Teilhard Frost

Sunday Workshops

Play in the Fiddle Orchestra
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Swamp
Fiddlers of all ages are welcome to join the workshops, and get sheet 
music to learn the tunes for Sunday afternoon’s Blue Skies Showcase. 
Cindy McCall leads the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra year round, in the 
Maberly area. Details on page 18.  Orchestra Director: Cindy McCall     

Making Music During Covid-19
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Finger
Come hear the music Kate Weekes has been making during Covid-19. 
Although she now resides in the Gatineau Hills of Quebec, Kate’s music 
is influenced by many corners of our vast country. Come learn what her 
latest musical projects are and how BSIC funding has helped her progress.          
Host: Kate Weekes

Jam Like It’s 1899
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Meadow
All the songs on The Gertrudes’ latest album, Emergency to Emergency, 
are inspired by 19th Century Irish, Metis, and North American fiddle 
tunes. Bring your instruments and they will teach you the traditional 
melodies, share some history, and you can jam along with their new 
songs.        Hosts: The Gertrudes

Songwright
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Hilltop
Songwright is an opportunity for three terrific songwriters at this 
year’s festival to share their individual approaches to the craft through 
interviews and performance. Host Lesley Marie Boileau interviews  
Lynne Hanson, Mattie Leon, & Madeleine Roger

Contemporary African Dance
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Main Stage
Dance and music are so closely linked that sometimes it’s impossible to 
keep them apart. Kelly Bado will teach you some current African 
dance moves to get you ready for her performance on Sunday night. Bring 
your smiling faces and get ready to move!                                                   
Host: Kelly Bado, Participants: The PepTides
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JoJo Worthington, Ukulele Orchestra
Main Stage, Sunday, 3 pm, Blue Skies Showcase
Workshop: Saturday, 10:30 am, Swamp – Play in the Ukulele     
                  Orchestra
Workshop: Sunday, 10:30 am, Swamp – Play in the Ukulele   
               Orchestra
JoJo Worthington is an 
experimental-folk musician with 
a refreshing take on the ukulele—
well known for her forward-
thinking music that often features 
choral loops, orchestral ukulele 
riffs and striking spacey vocals. 
JoJo has made it her mission to 
dispel the notion that the ukulele 
shouldn’t be taken seriously and 
to show people how extremely 
versatile an instrument it really 
is. Bring your uke and join her for 
something completely new!

Music Store 
The Music Store sells performers’ CDs, and other merchandise.  Drop 
by and make a purchase to enjoy Blue Skies all year round! 

The artists donate 10% of all their proceeds to help Blue Skies in 
the Community programs. Your support is greatly appreciated by 
all the hard-working musicians and Blue Skies!

VISA, MC and debit available for purchases over $50, if you are not in 
a hurry while we wrestle with the cell service! Cash is still the best. :-)

      Music Store Hours:        
                   Friday:      no sales (sign in for musicians)
                   Saturday: 1 pm to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm
                   Sunday:   10 am to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm 
                   Monday:  9am to 11 am

Ukulele Orchestra

The Non-workshop workshop
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Meadow
Inviting participants to join in exploring what we want and how to be 
who you wish. Let’s connect with others, exploring ways to drop into our 
knowingness. Meet others on the same path and connect with those on 
yours!               Host: Mara Young

Anyone know?? 
What year did these dancing feet appear on the Blue Skies poster?

Hands in Clay
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Hilltop
Come enjoy the meditative experience of transforming a ball of clay into 
a one-of-a-kind piece of art.  You will be guided through the process by a 
professional ceramic artist who will share tools, clay and knowledge with 
those ready to get creative.                                                                             
Host: Cathy Reeves,  Co-presenter Margo Pineau.    

Harmonies by Heart
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm,  Main Stage
Each of The PepTides’ five singers has a different style, range, and 
timbre. Together they create a vibrant energy. Join us to do some singing 
and see how they arrange a song from scratch. It’s a lot of listening, trial 
and error, and even negotiating as parts are built from the ground up.     
Hosts: The PepTides

Making Music During Covid-19
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm,  Finger
Come hear the music John Carroll has been making during Covid-19.  
Hailing from Ottawa, John has been on the scene for over 25 years 
wowing audiences with his fingerstyle and slide guitar. Come learn what 
his latest musical projects are and what BSIC funding has made possible    
Host: John Carroll.

2, 5, And Home Again: The Nashville Numbering System
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm,  Meadow
Have you heard musicians speak to one another in numbers? “To the 4!” 
the singer calls out. “Pedal on the 1.” the drummer tells the bass player.  
Let’s look at what that means and how it can help in a jam. Bring an 
instrument and bring a capo.         Host: Trevor Mills
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Saturday Workshops
We do things a little differently at Blue Skies, as you know! Holistic 
workshops are chosen to appeal to a wide variety of festival-goers. In the 
music workshops, we list the hosts and scheduled participants, and hope 
other musicians will join in. 

A Blue Skies storybook about the past 50 years
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Main Stage
We’re collecting Blue Skies stories for next year’s 50-year party. We 
will talk about many different story ideas about Blue Skies and discuss 
how to collect video, audio and still pictures for your stories, using your 
cellphone.    

50 Years of Blue Skies - Planning the Party
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Main Stage
Come to this fun and dynamic workshop for next year’s celebration. Be 
part of creating some festival magic. We will be gathering pictures, ideas, 
music, skits, drawings and stories galore. Please come and share your 
authentic self.   

Hands In Clay
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Finger
Come enjoy the meditative experience of transforming a ball of clay into 
a one-of-a-kind piece of art. You will be guided through the process by a 
professional ceramic artist who will share tools, clay and knowledge with 
those ready to get creative.   
Host: Cathy Reeves ,  Co-presenter: Margo Pineau

Chickens and Ducks Are Fun!
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Tipi
Step-by-step guidance on raising and caring for chickens and ducks. 
We will cover many topics and have handouts on bird personalities, 
their health, and their home considerations. Learn how to involve your 
community and family.  Become bird lovers and find out how much fun 
chicken and duck raising can be!           Host: Nicole Shaw 

Tai Chi
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Meadow
Slow, meditative stretching and turning, standing and sinking, relaxing 
and reaching, brings focus to the mind and quiet to your body. Relax and 
breathe.       Host: Dale Driver

Saturday Workshops

50-Year Celebration: Share a Musical Sentiment
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Tipi
Grab your instrument and join us. Come and enjoy your fellow 
instruments as they tell Blue Skies tales.  Share a sentiment, a story, a 
memory… as told by notes on the wind. We are eager to gather stories 
told in musical form, that we can weave into the tapestry for Blue Skies’ 
50-year celebrations next year.         

Mother Nature’s Colours
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Hilltop
Come and reconnect with nature and the forest by making inks and 
natural dyes. You can dye your own clothes or join the making of a 
communal quilt. Reconnect the link between you, your objects, and 
nature!              Host: Anne Fromont,  Co-presenter: Ellie Simpson

Online Safety is a Marathon
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Meadow
Cyberbullying, harassment, doxxing. My team and I spent a week playing 
“bad guy” digging up as much information about a volunteer as we 
could without leaving our desks. Our volunteer was shocked by what we 
found. Come learn what we found and what steps you can take to protect 
yourself.           Host: Chris Shepherd

Songs of Praise and Joy
Sunday 10:30 am - 12 noon, Main Stage
Join a Blue Skies Sunday morning tradition: after the best parade ever, 
sing songs of praise and joy! Blue Skies musical guests share their songs. 
Let our host know if you have a song to share!
Host: Karen Morand

Play in the Ukulele Orchestra
Sunday 10:30 am - 12 noon, Swamp
See page 19 for info. Host: JoJo Worthington

Finding My Way Back to ‘Me’ - Painting With Your Non-Dominant Hand
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Finger                                                       
Connect with your emotional self—embrace the non-logical part of your 
brain. Come play! What feelings have been shut inside through the long 
drought of Covid-19? Using your non-dominant hand, open up a channel 
to ‘you.’ Bring your curiosity, acceptance and desire to be gentle with the 
spirit within. (All materials supplied)             Host: Christine Janus

Mother Nature’s Colours
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Hilltop
Come and reconnect with the power of nature and the forest by 
making inks and natural dyes. Dye your own clothes or join in making 
a communal quilt. Reconnect the link between you, your objects, and 
nature!     Host: Anne Fromont,  Co- presenter:Ellie Simpson

Sharing Circle - Celebrating Blue Skies’ Impact on Our Lives
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Tipi
Reconnect with friends, the festival and the grass and trees. What does 
our beautiful festival mean to you? Thinking about our personal journeys, 
let’s celebrate how far we have all come. Join us to sit and share stories 
about Blue Skies journeys.        Host: Krow Fischer  
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Meditation, Motion & Sound Healing
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Swamp
Explore yogic movement and the benefits of pranayama (ancient breathing 
techniques).  The beginning of the class focuses on gentle movement, 
proper breathing and tuning into the self. The second portion of the class 
involves a deeper guided meditation and relaxing breathing exercises.  
The session ends with deep relaxation and sound healing with the 
accompaniment of gongs and chimes.Participants can bring a yoga mat if 
desired but not essential.        Host: Sarah Gagnon 

A Blue Skies storybook about the past 50 years
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Main Stage
We’re collecting Blue Skies stories for next year’s 50-year party. We 
will talk about many different story ideas about Blue Skies and discuss 
how to collect video, audio and still pictures for your stories, using your 
cellphone.         

50 Years of Blue Skies - Planning the Party
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Main Stage
Come to this fun and dynamic workshop for next year’s celebration. Be 
part of creating some festival magic. We will be gathering pictures, ideas, 
music, skits, drawings and stories galore. Please come and share your 
authentic self.         

Release Your Reflections!
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Finger
Come contribute to a representation of our collective paths forward by 
offering your thoughtful, joyful, complicated reflections on gratitude, 
community and joy. We will bring life to a large sculpture by covering it in 
fabric notes. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join in!          Host: 
Madeline McKinnell

How Language Matters
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Meadow
Why do some use the word ‘illegal’ when describing individuals using 
irregular means to enter Canada? What happens to people who enter 
Canada irregularly for the purpose of claiming refugee protection? 
How does the choice of language impact the discourse on persecution, 
displacement and asylum?                              Host: Ronalee Carey

Tai Chi
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Meadow
Slow, meditative stretching and relaxing, standing and sinking, turning 
and reaching, brings focus to the mind and quiet to your body. Relax and 
breathe.                    Host: Dale Driver

More Fun, Less Stuff
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Hilltop
Explore a cultural change that would enable a post-carbon, sustainable 
society.  An explanation of the transformational challenge will 
be given with supporting prospectives.  This will be followed by 
exploring the visions brought by and stimulated in participants.                                   
Host: Mike Nickerson,  Co-Presenter: Clair Beetge

Meditation, Motion & Sound Healing
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Swamp
Introduction to the basics of yogic movement and the benefits of 
pranayama (ancient breathing techniques).  The class begins with gentle 
movement, proper breathing and tuning in to the self. The second 
portion of the class is a deeper guided meditation plus relaxing breathing 
exercises.  The session ends with deep relaxation and sound healing using 
gongs and chimes. Participants can bring a yoga mat but it’s not essential.            
Host: Sarah Gagnon

Who is a Refugee?
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Finger
Continuing discussion from Saturday’s  How Language Matters. Explore 
the impact of describing Ukrainians fleeing the Russian invasion as 
‘refugees’. We will discuss how a ‘refugee’ is defined in international 
law, the basis for the program the Canadian government developed for 
Ukrainians, and what this means for Ukrainians and other displaced 
persons.                  Host: Ronalee Carey  

Blue Skies Choir Practice
Sunday 9 - 10:30 am, Choir Loft
Sunday 1 - 2 pm, Choir Loft
The two MOST important rehearsals. More info on pages 16-17.                   
Host: Deirdre Kellerman

Performing Card Magic
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Tipi
Learn the secrets of card magic that magicians use to fool people, and 
how they manage to make that ‘fooling’ be fun for the audience. No prior 
magic experience is required. Bring a deck of cards if you can, or one will 
be provided.                  Host: Zev Anderman

Performing Card Magic
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Main Stage
Learn the secrets of Card magic that magicians use to fool people, and 
how they manage to make that ‘fooling’ be fun for the audience. No prior 
magic experience is required. Bring a deck of cards if you can, or one will 
be provided.             Host: Zev Anderman
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Spiritual Practices for Everyday Living
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Hilltop
A playful, creative workshop providing concepts and tools we can 
easily work with to shift our personal life into a powerful place of self-
determination and harmony. Anxiety and other chaos factors can be 
tamed as we seek balance through the simple elements of life itself.                    
Host: Krow Fischer

Healing with Henna
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Open Stage
Discover the healing effects of the henna plant, Lawsonia Inermis, 
through the use of Mehndi - the art of henna painting, to bring love, good 
fortune and prosperity, and to protect the wearer against evil.                          
Host: Rachel Schleifer,  Co-Presenter Kaia Etezadi. 

Blue Skies Choir Practice
Saturday 10:30 - 12 noon, Choir Loft
Saturday 5:30 pm, Choir Loft
Please find more information on pages 16-17.                                              
Choir Director: Deidre Kellerman       

A Blue Skies storybook about the past 50 years
Saturday 11 - 12 Noon, Main Stage
We’re collecting Blue Skies stories for next year’s 50-year party. We 
will talk about many different story ideas about Blue Skies and discuss 
how to collect video, audio and still pictures for your stories, using your 
cellphone.     

50 Years of Blue Skies - Planning the Party
Saturday 11 - 12 Noon, Main Stage
Come to this fun and dynamic workshop for next year’s celebration. Be 
part of creating some festival magic. We will be gathering pictures, ideas, 
music, skits, drawings and stories galore. Please come and share your 
authentic self.      

Play in the Ukulele Orchestra
Saturday 10:30 - 12 noon, Swamp
Please find more information on page 19.                                                 
Ukulele Orchestra Director: JoJo Worthington      

Join the Square Dance Band
Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Swamp
One hour of rehearsal and then the Main Stage at 4 pm this afternoon for 
the Big Event. A quick path to Blue Skies stardom!    Host: Teilhard Frost

Making Music During Covid-19
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Finger
What has Gary Rasberry been doing during the Covid-19 shutdown? 
Based in Kingston, Gary is well known for his work as a solo performer, 
children’s entertainer and arts educator. Come learn what his latest 
musical projects are and how BSIC funding has helped facilitate his 
progress.           Host: Gary Rasberry

Reggae Rhythms
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Join the “high priest of Canadian Reggae” for a deep dive into the rhythms 
of this unique musical style. Exco Levi and High Priest Band will break 
down the instrumentation of some of their songs to show how each player 
contributes to the reggae sound.     Hosts: Exco Levi & High Priest Band

Healthy Creative Minds
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Hilltop
How can you maintain a healthy mindset and pursue the difficult 
career path of a professional musician? How does your frame of mind 
affect your songwriting? And what can you do for your mental health 
to promote the flow of creativity? Join us for an honest discussion.                                
Host: Mattie Leon, Participant: David Ross Macdonald

Arranging Fiddle Tunes
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Swamp
Join The Fretless and arrange a fiddle tune on the spot. Explore different 
fiddle styles and influences, and how this band’s unique approach 
developed. For the fiddle players in the crowd, specific techniques will be 
approached, such as ornamentation, pads and the chop.                           
Hosts: The Fretless

The Blue Skies Drums
Saturday 5 pm, The Drum Circle
All percussionists welcome! Come and join the Blue Skies Drums in the 
Circle behind the Kids’ Area. Oisín Hannigan will lead the workshops on 
Saturday and Sunday, preparing a performance piece for the Sunday night 
concert.     Host: Oisin Hannigan

Saturday Workshops

Inspiration is Everywhere
Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Hilltop
From our physical environment to people around us, our surroundings 
are full of inspiration. Is it the beauty of everyday life, or witness to 
the state of the world that spurs your creativity? Share a song or find 
inspiration in the music of others.                      Hosts: Tragedy Ann

How to Make a Festival Chair from Recycled Wood
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Finger
Got a sore back from sitting on a blanket at the festival? Get some ideas 
on how to build a comfortable, portable festival chair. We’ll talk about 
different designs and where to find recycled materials. We’ll build some 
chairs too! Host: Rob McCart,   Co-presenter: Quinn McCart  
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Candelo Roadshow Radio Hour
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Hilltop
The Candelo Roadshow Radio Hour is a podcast series that explores place 
and the people within it. Participants are invited to collect the sounds 
of Blue Skies. These recordings will later be used to create a docu-pod, 
an archival document, a whimsical soundscape of voice,sound and music. 
Bring a cellphone if you have one handy.                                                            
Hosts: David Ross Macdonald & Rae Kennedy

Play in the Fiddle Orchestra
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Swamp
Fiddlers of all ages are welcome to join the workshops, and get sheet 
music to learn the tunes for Sunday afternoon’s Blue Skies Showcase. 
Cindy McCall leads the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra year round, in the 
Maberly area. Read more on page 18.                                                              
Fiddle Orchestra Director: Cindy McCall     

Leaky Faucet, Squeaky Floors
Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Main Stage
Too often we ignore the daily, mundane aspects of living in favour of 
focusing on big, exciting events. The Treeline will share their songs that 
focus on the less glamorous side of life and love while highlighting the 
honest beauty of it all.                       Hosts: The Treeline

Making Music During Covid-19
Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Finger
Come hear the music Joey Wright has been making during Covid-19.
Joey once described his music as “cinematic quasi bluegrass jazz 
compositions”, and that description is hard to argue with. Come learn 
what his latest musical projects are and how BSIC funding has helped 
facilitate his progress.                       Host: Joey Wright

Online Safety is a Marathon
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Hilltop
Cyberbullying, harassment, doxxing. My team and I spent a week playing 
“bad guy” digging up as much information about a volunteer as we 
could without leaving our desks. Our volunteer was shocked by what we 
found. Come learn what we found and what steps you can take to protect 
yourself.        Host: Chris Shepherd 

Finding Common Musical Ground
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Meadow
One thing we can always share with people from different backgrounds 
and cultures is the enjoyment of good music. Discover some differences 
and similarities in musical languages and styles from Eastern and 
Western Europe, the Middle East and many other geographical areas all 
across our beautiful planet.                                                                                        
Hosts: Moskitto Bar,   Participants: Exco Levi & High Priest Band 

Sacred Harp Vocal Tapestry
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Main Stage
Inspired by the sacred harp tradition, join us as we explore the realm of 
musical harmonies and the dimensions of our voices. With audience 
participation, we will be ‘weaving’ a tapestry of voices, creating unique 
sounds through singing, vocables and chanting.                                         
Host: Dawn Redskye,   Participants: Tragedy Ann

Making Music During Covid-19
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Finger
Lynne Hanson’s bluesy/folky/country sound can’t be fully described 
by one single genre and is something both comfortingly familiar and 
beautifully unique. Come learn what BSIC funding this past year 
has helped her create and what Lynne’s latest musical projects are.                       
Host: Lynne Hanson

Memoir Writing Basics with Feedback on Your Writing
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Open Stage
Isak Dineson wrote: “All sorrows can be borne if you put them into a 
story.” Were you writing during the pandemic and now want to share your 
work? Join author Laurie Gough in this friendly memoir writing workshop 
and receive gentle yet helpful feedback on your writing.
Host: Laurie Gough

Saturday Workshops

Finding Your Place in a Jam
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Tipi
Blue Skies is about music and community. Come and learn how to find 
your place in a jam. Bring any instrument you have or use the ones I can 
provide. Let’s jam.     Host: Chris De Angelis

Music or Noise??
You can be certain that one person’s music is another person’s noise – 
especially if heard at the wrong time and place. Please be aware that some 
sounds carry farther than others. When you play and sing late at night, 
think of your neighbours and please be gentle.

Fictionalizing Our Stories for the Stage
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Meadow
Shape your stories to share on stage! Playwright/actor Anna Chatterton 
will lead a workshop that aims to generate a monologue based on your 
real-life experiences. We will do writing exercises to unearth your stories 
and learn how to add fiction to create a monologue ready to perform.                        
Host: Anna Chatterton
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Candelo Roadshow Radio Hour
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Hilltop
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of Blue Skies. These recordings will later be used to create a docu-pod, 
an archival document, a whimsical soundscape of voice,sound and music. 
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Play in the Fiddle Orchestra
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Swamp
Fiddlers of all ages are welcome to join the workshops, and get sheet 
music to learn the tunes for Sunday afternoon’s Blue Skies Showcase. 
Cindy McCall leads the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra year round, in the 
Maberly area. Read more on page 18.                                                              
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Too often we ignore the daily, mundane aspects of living in favour of 
focusing on big, exciting events. The Treeline will share their songs that 
focus on the less glamorous side of life and love while highlighting the 
honest beauty of it all.                       Hosts: The Treeline

Making Music During Covid-19
Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Finger
Come hear the music Joey Wright has been making during Covid-19.
Joey once described his music as “cinematic quasi bluegrass jazz 
compositions”, and that description is hard to argue with. Come learn 
what his latest musical projects are and how BSIC funding has helped 
facilitate his progress.                       Host: Joey Wright

Online Safety is a Marathon
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Hilltop
Cyberbullying, harassment, doxxing. My team and I spent a week playing 
“bad guy” digging up as much information about a volunteer as we 
could without leaving our desks. Our volunteer was shocked by what we 
found. Come learn what we found and what steps you can take to protect 
yourself.        Host: Chris Shepherd 

Finding Common Musical Ground
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Meadow
One thing we can always share with people from different backgrounds 
and cultures is the enjoyment of good music. Discover some differences 
and similarities in musical languages and styles from Eastern and 
Western Europe, the Middle East and many other geographical areas all 
across our beautiful planet.                                                                                        
Hosts: Moskitto Bar,   Participants: Exco Levi & High Priest Band 

Sacred Harp Vocal Tapestry
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Main Stage
Inspired by the sacred harp tradition, join us as we explore the realm of 
musical harmonies and the dimensions of our voices. With audience 
participation, we will be ‘weaving’ a tapestry of voices, creating unique 
sounds through singing, vocables and chanting.                                         
Host: Dawn Redskye,   Participants: Tragedy Ann

Making Music During Covid-19
Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Finger
Lynne Hanson’s bluesy/folky/country sound can’t be fully described 
by one single genre and is something both comfortingly familiar and 
beautifully unique. Come learn what BSIC funding this past year 
has helped her create and what Lynne’s latest musical projects are.                       
Host: Lynne Hanson

Memoir Writing Basics with Feedback on Your Writing
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Open Stage
Isak Dineson wrote: “All sorrows can be borne if you put them into a 
story.” Were you writing during the pandemic and now want to share your 
work? Join author Laurie Gough in this friendly memoir writing workshop 
and receive gentle yet helpful feedback on your writing.
Host: Laurie Gough
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Finding Your Place in a Jam
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Tipi
Blue Skies is about music and community. Come and learn how to find 
your place in a jam. Bring any instrument you have or use the ones I can 
provide. Let’s jam.     Host: Chris De Angelis

Music or Noise??
You can be certain that one person’s music is another person’s noise – 
especially if heard at the wrong time and place. Please be aware that some 
sounds carry farther than others. When you play and sing late at night, 
think of your neighbours and please be gentle.

Fictionalizing Our Stories for the Stage
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Meadow
Shape your stories to share on stage! Playwright/actor Anna Chatterton 
will lead a workshop that aims to generate a monologue based on your 
real-life experiences. We will do writing exercises to unearth your stories 
and learn how to add fiction to create a monologue ready to perform.                        
Host: Anna Chatterton
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Spiritual Practices for Everyday Living
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Hilltop
A playful, creative workshop providing concepts and tools we can 
easily work with to shift our personal life into a powerful place of self-
determination and harmony. Anxiety and other chaos factors can be 
tamed as we seek balance through the simple elements of life itself.                    
Host: Krow Fischer

Healing with Henna
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Open Stage
Discover the healing effects of the henna plant, Lawsonia Inermis, 
through the use of Mehndi - the art of henna painting, to bring love, good 
fortune and prosperity, and to protect the wearer against evil.                          
Host: Rachel Schleifer,  Co-Presenter Kaia Etezadi. 

Blue Skies Choir Practice
Saturday 10:30 - 12 noon, Choir Loft
Saturday 5:30 pm, Choir Loft
Please find more information on pages 16-17.                                              
Choir Director: Deidre Kellerman       

A Blue Skies storybook about the past 50 years
Saturday 11 - 12 Noon, Main Stage
We’re collecting Blue Skies stories for next year’s 50-year party. We 
will talk about many different story ideas about Blue Skies and discuss 
how to collect video, audio and still pictures for your stories, using your 
cellphone.     

50 Years of Blue Skies - Planning the Party
Saturday 11 - 12 Noon, Main Stage
Come to this fun and dynamic workshop for next year’s celebration. Be 
part of creating some festival magic. We will be gathering pictures, ideas, 
music, skits, drawings and stories galore. Please come and share your 
authentic self.      

Play in the Ukulele Orchestra
Saturday 10:30 - 12 noon, Swamp
Please find more information on page 19.                                                 
Ukulele Orchestra Director: JoJo Worthington      

Join the Square Dance Band
Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Swamp
One hour of rehearsal and then the Main Stage at 4 pm this afternoon for 
the Big Event. A quick path to Blue Skies stardom!    Host: Teilhard Frost

Making Music During Covid-19
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Finger
What has Gary Rasberry been doing during the Covid-19 shutdown? 
Based in Kingston, Gary is well known for his work as a solo performer, 
children’s entertainer and arts educator. Come learn what his latest 
musical projects are and how BSIC funding has helped facilitate his 
progress.           Host: Gary Rasberry

Reggae Rhythms
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Meadow
Join the “high priest of Canadian Reggae” for a deep dive into the rhythms 
of this unique musical style. Exco Levi and High Priest Band will break 
down the instrumentation of some of their songs to show how each player 
contributes to the reggae sound.     Hosts: Exco Levi & High Priest Band

Healthy Creative Minds
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Hilltop
How can you maintain a healthy mindset and pursue the difficult 
career path of a professional musician? How does your frame of mind 
affect your songwriting? And what can you do for your mental health 
to promote the flow of creativity? Join us for an honest discussion.                                
Host: Mattie Leon, Participant: David Ross Macdonald

Arranging Fiddle Tunes
Saturday 2 pm - 3 pm, Swamp
Join The Fretless and arrange a fiddle tune on the spot. Explore different 
fiddle styles and influences, and how this band’s unique approach 
developed. For the fiddle players in the crowd, specific techniques will be 
approached, such as ornamentation, pads and the chop.                           
Hosts: The Fretless

The Blue Skies Drums
Saturday 5 pm, The Drum Circle
All percussionists welcome! Come and join the Blue Skies Drums in the 
Circle behind the Kids’ Area. Oisín Hannigan will lead the workshops on 
Saturday and Sunday, preparing a performance piece for the Sunday night 
concert.     Host: Oisin Hannigan

Saturday Workshops

Inspiration is Everywhere
Saturday 1 pm - 2 pm, Hilltop
From our physical environment to people around us, our surroundings 
are full of inspiration. Is it the beauty of everyday life, or witness to 
the state of the world that spurs your creativity? Share a song or find 
inspiration in the music of others.                      Hosts: Tragedy Ann

How to Make a Festival Chair from Recycled Wood
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Finger
Got a sore back from sitting on a blanket at the festival? Get some ideas 
on how to build a comfortable, portable festival chair. We’ll talk about 
different designs and where to find recycled materials. We’ll build some 
chairs too! Host: Rob McCart,   Co-presenter: Quinn McCart  
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Sunday Workshops

Meditation, Motion & Sound Healing
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Swamp
Explore yogic movement and the benefits of pranayama (ancient breathing 
techniques).  The beginning of the class focuses on gentle movement, 
proper breathing and tuning into the self. The second portion of the class 
involves a deeper guided meditation and relaxing breathing exercises.  
The session ends with deep relaxation and sound healing with the 
accompaniment of gongs and chimes.Participants can bring a yoga mat if 
desired but not essential.        Host: Sarah Gagnon 

A Blue Skies storybook about the past 50 years
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Main Stage
We’re collecting Blue Skies stories for next year’s 50-year party. We 
will talk about many different story ideas about Blue Skies and discuss 
how to collect video, audio and still pictures for your stories, using your 
cellphone.         

50 Years of Blue Skies - Planning the Party
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Main Stage
Come to this fun and dynamic workshop for next year’s celebration. Be 
part of creating some festival magic. We will be gathering pictures, ideas, 
music, skits, drawings and stories galore. Please come and share your 
authentic self.         

Release Your Reflections!
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Finger
Come contribute to a representation of our collective paths forward by 
offering your thoughtful, joyful, complicated reflections on gratitude, 
community and joy. We will bring life to a large sculpture by covering it in 
fabric notes. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join in!          Host: 
Madeline McKinnell

How Language Matters
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Meadow
Why do some use the word ‘illegal’ when describing individuals using 
irregular means to enter Canada? What happens to people who enter 
Canada irregularly for the purpose of claiming refugee protection? 
How does the choice of language impact the discourse on persecution, 
displacement and asylum?                              Host: Ronalee Carey

Tai Chi
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Meadow
Slow, meditative stretching and relaxing, standing and sinking, turning 
and reaching, brings focus to the mind and quiet to your body. Relax and 
breathe.                    Host: Dale Driver

More Fun, Less Stuff
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Hilltop
Explore a cultural change that would enable a post-carbon, sustainable 
society.  An explanation of the transformational challenge will 
be given with supporting prospectives.  This will be followed by 
exploring the visions brought by and stimulated in participants.                                   
Host: Mike Nickerson,  Co-Presenter: Clair Beetge

Meditation, Motion & Sound Healing
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Swamp
Introduction to the basics of yogic movement and the benefits of 
pranayama (ancient breathing techniques).  The class begins with gentle 
movement, proper breathing and tuning in to the self. The second 
portion of the class is a deeper guided meditation plus relaxing breathing 
exercises.  The session ends with deep relaxation and sound healing using 
gongs and chimes. Participants can bring a yoga mat but it’s not essential.            
Host: Sarah Gagnon

Who is a Refugee?
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Finger
Continuing discussion from Saturday’s  How Language Matters. Explore 
the impact of describing Ukrainians fleeing the Russian invasion as 
‘refugees’. We will discuss how a ‘refugee’ is defined in international 
law, the basis for the program the Canadian government developed for 
Ukrainians, and what this means for Ukrainians and other displaced 
persons.                  Host: Ronalee Carey  

Blue Skies Choir Practice
Sunday 9 - 10:30 am, Choir Loft
Sunday 1 - 2 pm, Choir Loft
The two MOST important rehearsals. More info on pages 16-17.                   
Host: Deirdre Kellerman

Performing Card Magic
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Tipi
Learn the secrets of card magic that magicians use to fool people, and 
how they manage to make that ‘fooling’ be fun for the audience. No prior 
magic experience is required. Bring a deck of cards if you can, or one will 
be provided.                  Host: Zev Anderman

Performing Card Magic
Sunday 9 - 10 am, Main Stage
Learn the secrets of Card magic that magicians use to fool people, and 
how they manage to make that ‘fooling’ be fun for the audience. No prior 
magic experience is required. Bring a deck of cards if you can, or one will 
be provided.             Host: Zev Anderman
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Sunday Workshops

Saturday Workshops
We do things a little differently at Blue Skies, as you know! Holistic 
workshops are chosen to appeal to a wide variety of festival-goers. In the 
music workshops, we list the hosts and scheduled participants, and hope 
other musicians will join in. 

A Blue Skies storybook about the past 50 years
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Main Stage
We’re collecting Blue Skies stories for next year’s 50-year party. We 
will talk about many different story ideas about Blue Skies and discuss 
how to collect video, audio and still pictures for your stories, using your 
cellphone.    

50 Years of Blue Skies - Planning the Party
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Main Stage
Come to this fun and dynamic workshop for next year’s celebration. Be 
part of creating some festival magic. We will be gathering pictures, ideas, 
music, skits, drawings and stories galore. Please come and share your 
authentic self.   

Hands In Clay
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Finger
Come enjoy the meditative experience of transforming a ball of clay into 
a one-of-a-kind piece of art. You will be guided through the process by a 
professional ceramic artist who will share tools, clay and knowledge with 
those ready to get creative.   
Host: Cathy Reeves ,  Co-presenter: Margo Pineau

Chickens and Ducks Are Fun!
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Tipi
Step-by-step guidance on raising and caring for chickens and ducks. 
We will cover many topics and have handouts on bird personalities, 
their health, and their home considerations. Learn how to involve your 
community and family.  Become bird lovers and find out how much fun 
chicken and duck raising can be!           Host: Nicole Shaw 

Tai Chi
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Meadow
Slow, meditative stretching and turning, standing and sinking, relaxing 
and reaching, brings focus to the mind and quiet to your body. Relax and 
breathe.       Host: Dale Driver

Saturday Workshops

50-Year Celebration: Share a Musical Sentiment
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Tipi
Grab your instrument and join us. Come and enjoy your fellow 
instruments as they tell Blue Skies tales.  Share a sentiment, a story, a 
memory… as told by notes on the wind. We are eager to gather stories 
told in musical form, that we can weave into the tapestry for Blue Skies’ 
50-year celebrations next year.         

Mother Nature’s Colours
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Hilltop
Come and reconnect with nature and the forest by making inks and 
natural dyes. You can dye your own clothes or join the making of a 
communal quilt. Reconnect the link between you, your objects, and 
nature!              Host: Anne Fromont,  Co-presenter: Ellie Simpson

Online Safety is a Marathon
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Meadow
Cyberbullying, harassment, doxxing. My team and I spent a week playing 
“bad guy” digging up as much information about a volunteer as we 
could without leaving our desks. Our volunteer was shocked by what we 
found. Come learn what we found and what steps you can take to protect 
yourself.           Host: Chris Shepherd

Songs of Praise and Joy
Sunday 10:30 am - 12 noon, Main Stage
Join a Blue Skies Sunday morning tradition: after the best parade ever, 
sing songs of praise and joy! Blue Skies musical guests share their songs. 
Let our host know if you have a song to share!
Host: Karen Morand

Play in the Ukulele Orchestra
Sunday 10:30 am - 12 noon, Swamp
See page 19 for info. Host: JoJo Worthington

Finding My Way Back to ‘Me’ - Painting With Your Non-Dominant Hand
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Finger                                                       
Connect with your emotional self—embrace the non-logical part of your 
brain. Come play! What feelings have been shut inside through the long 
drought of Covid-19? Using your non-dominant hand, open up a channel 
to ‘you.’ Bring your curiosity, acceptance and desire to be gentle with the 
spirit within. (All materials supplied)             Host: Christine Janus

Mother Nature’s Colours
Saturday 9 - 10 am, Hilltop
Come and reconnect with the power of nature and the forest by 
making inks and natural dyes. Dye your own clothes or join in making 
a communal quilt. Reconnect the link between you, your objects, and 
nature!     Host: Anne Fromont,  Co- presenter:Ellie Simpson

Sharing Circle - Celebrating Blue Skies’ Impact on Our Lives
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Tipi
Reconnect with friends, the festival and the grass and trees. What does 
our beautiful festival mean to you? Thinking about our personal journeys, 
let’s celebrate how far we have all come. Join us to sit and share stories 
about Blue Skies journeys.        Host: Krow Fischer  
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JoJo Worthington, Ukulele Orchestra
Main Stage, Sunday, 3 pm, Blue Skies Showcase
Workshop: Saturday, 10:30 am, Swamp – Play in the Ukulele     
                  Orchestra
Workshop: Sunday, 10:30 am, Swamp – Play in the Ukulele   
               Orchestra
JoJo Worthington is an 
experimental-folk musician with 
a refreshing take on the ukulele—
well known for her forward-
thinking music that often features 
choral loops, orchestral ukulele 
riffs and striking spacey vocals. 
JoJo has made it her mission to 
dispel the notion that the ukulele 
shouldn’t be taken seriously and 
to show people how extremely 
versatile an instrument it really 
is. Bring your uke and join her for 
something completely new!

Music Store 
The Music Store sells performers’ CDs, and other merchandise.  Drop 
by and make a purchase to enjoy Blue Skies all year round! 

The artists donate 10% of all their proceeds to help Blue Skies in 
the Community programs. Your support is greatly appreciated by 
all the hard-working musicians and Blue Skies!

VISA, MC and debit available for purchases over $50, if you are not in 
a hurry while we wrestle with the cell service! Cash is still the best. :-)

      Music Store Hours:        
                   Friday:      no sales (sign in for musicians)
                   Saturday: 1 pm to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm
                   Sunday:   10 am to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm 
                   Monday:  9am to 11 am

Ukulele Orchestra

The Non-workshop workshop
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Meadow
Inviting participants to join in exploring what we want and how to be 
who you wish. Let’s connect with others, exploring ways to drop into our 
knowingness. Meet others on the same path and connect with those on 
yours!               Host: Mara Young

Anyone know?? 
What year did these dancing feet appear on the Blue Skies poster?

Hands in Clay
Sunday 11 - 12 noon, Hilltop
Come enjoy the meditative experience of transforming a ball of clay into 
a one-of-a-kind piece of art.  You will be guided through the process by a 
professional ceramic artist who will share tools, clay and knowledge with 
those ready to get creative.                                                                             
Host: Cathy Reeves,  Co-presenter Margo Pineau.    

Harmonies by Heart
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm,  Main Stage
Each of The PepTides’ five singers has a different style, range, and 
timbre. Together they create a vibrant energy. Join us to do some singing 
and see how they arrange a song from scratch. It’s a lot of listening, trial 
and error, and even negotiating as parts are built from the ground up.     
Hosts: The PepTides

Making Music During Covid-19
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm,  Finger
Come hear the music John Carroll has been making during Covid-19.  
Hailing from Ottawa, John has been on the scene for over 25 years 
wowing audiences with his fingerstyle and slide guitar. Come learn what 
his latest musical projects are and what BSIC funding has made possible    
Host: John Carroll.

2, 5, And Home Again: The Nashville Numbering System
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm,  Meadow
Have you heard musicians speak to one another in numbers? “To the 4!” 
the singer calls out. “Pedal on the 1.” the drummer tells the bass player.  
Let’s look at what that means and how it can help in a jam. Bring an 
instrument and bring a capo.         Host: Trevor Mills
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Cindy McCall and the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra
Main Stage, Sunday, 3 pm, Blue Skies Showcase
Workshop: Saturday, 12 noon, Swamp – Play in the Fiddle Orchestra
Workshop: Sunday, 12 noon, Swamp – Play in the Fiddle Orchestra

Cindy - fiddler, teacher, conductor, 
composer, arranger - leads the 
Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra at 
rehearsals, concerts, community 
events and schools year round, in 
the Maberly area. The orchestra is 
the flagship program of Blue Skies 
in the Community. 
Fiddlers are welcome to join 
the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra 
Workshops. All ages can get sheet 
music and learn the tunes for 
Sunday’s Blue Skies Showcase. 
If you have a music stand, please 
bring it with you to the rehearsals.

A New Beginner Fiddlers Group for this Fall 2022 
The Blue Skies Community Fiddle Orchestra is excited to be 
starting up a beginner group, welcoming new students of all ages 8 
and up. This is a great opportunity for multiple members of a family to 
learn together. The all-ages character of the Orchestra is one of 
its unique features. Under the direction of Cindy McCall, this smaller 
group focuses on the basic techniques of the fiddle and mandolin, as well 
as the fundamentals of reading music and learning to play together while 
having fun. This group typically practices together for 2 to 3 years before 
joining the main group. 

If you do not have a fiddle, our instrument lending library has a selection 
of all sizes of quality instruments to be rented at $10 per month. The 
classes are divided into three semesters, covering different materials and 
techniques throughout each semester. The cost for membership each 
semester is only $100. 
  
The first beginner class begins Sept 10th to Dec 17 at the 
Maberly Hall. Practices are held every Saturday from 1 to 2 pm. For 
registration and general inquiries, call Cindy McCall at  613-278-2448, or 
email:  cindy.fiddlemusic.mccall@gmail.com

Thanks to Blue Skies in the Community for their support, to keep our 
group open and affordable to the community.

Hambone & Body Percussion
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Swamp
The hambone is a simple yet effective percussive style. You’ll be a 
master of syncopation in no time as you learn to create rhythms using a 
combination of hambones, hand clapping and body and thigh slapping. 
No need to bring an instrument, because you will become the drumset!          
Host: Teilhard Frost

Sunday Workshops

Play in the Fiddle Orchestra
Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Swamp
Fiddlers of all ages are welcome to join the workshops, and get sheet 
music to learn the tunes for Sunday afternoon’s Blue Skies Showcase. 
Cindy McCall leads the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra year round, in the 
Maberly area. Details on page 18.  Orchestra Director: Cindy McCall     

Making Music During Covid-19
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Finger
Come hear the music Kate Weekes has been making during Covid-19. 
Although she now resides in the Gatineau Hills of Quebec, Kate’s music 
is influenced by many corners of our vast country. Come learn what her 
latest musical projects are and how BSIC funding has helped her progress.          
Host: Kate Weekes

Jam Like It’s 1899
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Meadow
All the songs on The Gertrudes’ latest album, Emergency to Emergency, 
are inspired by 19th Century Irish, Metis, and North American fiddle 
tunes. Bring your instruments and they will teach you the traditional 
melodies, share some history, and you can jam along with their new 
songs.        Hosts: The Gertrudes

Songwright
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Hilltop
Songwright is an opportunity for three terrific songwriters at this 
year’s festival to share their individual approaches to the craft through 
interviews and performance. Host Lesley Marie Boileau interviews  
Lynne Hanson, Mattie Leon, & Madeleine Roger

Contemporary African Dance
Sunday 1 - 2 pm,  Main Stage
Dance and music are so closely linked that sometimes it’s impossible to 
keep them apart. Kelly Bado will teach you some current African 
dance moves to get you ready for her performance on Sunday night. Bring 
your smiling faces and get ready to move!                                                   
Host: Kelly Bado, Participants: The PepTides
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Blue Skies Choir Practice Schedule
IMPORTANT - Choir practice is now in the new CHOIR LOFT, tucked 
in behind the Kids’ area. Everyone is welcome & music is provided. No 
experience necessary, just the love of singing! 

Friday 5 pm              – Early Bird Choir Meet and Greet 
Saturday 10:30 am  – An important rehearsal, 
                                     bring  your coffee!
Saturday 5:30 pm   – The important rehearsal 
Sunday 9 am           – The more important rehearsal 
Sunday 1 pm            – The MOST important rehearsal 
Sunday 6:30 pm      – Gather beside the Stage with 
                                     your music 
Sunday 7 pm            – Performance time! We take to the 
                                     Main Stage!!

Blue Skies Kids and the Kids’ Area
The Kids’ Area is a fun, safe, and creative place for the whole family, but 
it’s not a baby-sitting service. So, c’mon parents, come and hang out, 
enjoy the workshops with your kids. Grown-up faces can be painted too.
And a special note about the evenings—kids love the thrill of running 
in the dark. Help them remember that even with flashlights, accidents 
can happen. Bring your children to the concerts. Teach them the joys of 
festival music. They’re the future of Blue Skies!

And when they stretch their wings—when your young ones decide it’s 
time to set up camp away from you, find out where they are. Visit them 
late at night. Pay attention to what they’re doing and who they’re hanging 
out with! 

Encourage your kids to come hear the music!

Blue Skies Choir

Teen Workshops
Please see the descriptions on page 50

All Call Y’All
Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Meadow
Let’s take a deep dive together into the traditions of call and response 
singing. Karen Morand will lead us through singing some traditional 
tunes and some original ones too. Bring just your voices or a song to share 
and get ready to call and respond!                         Host: Karen Morand

Making Music During Covid-19
Sunday 2  - 3 pm,  Finger
Come hear the music Spencer Evans has been making during Covid-19. 
Spencer is a multi-instrumentalist from Kingston and whether he’s 
playing jazz, funk or R&B, he certainly knows how to groove. Come learn 
what his latest musical projects are and what BSIC funding has made 
possible.                  Host: Spencer Evans

A Feminine Perspective
Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Hilltop
Join Madeleine Roger for a conversation about what it means to write 
songs that tell women’s stories from a woman’s perspective. She’ll share 
her experiences as a woman in the music industry today. All are welcome 
to come and listen but the focus of this workshop is to hear the voices of 
women, trans and non-binary folks.
Host: Madeleine Roger, Participant: Kelly Bado

Bodhrán Basics
Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Swamp
Have you ever wanted to learn how to play the Bodhrán? Heck, have you 
ever wanted to just learn how to say “bodhrán”? Oisín Hannigan is taking 
us back to the basics and will teach you everything you need to know to 
seriously up your frame drum game.                   Host: Oisín Hannigan

The Blue Skies Drums
Sunday 5 - 6 pm, The Drum Circle
All percussionists welcome! Come and join the Blue Skies Drums in the 
Circle behind the Kids’ Area. Oisín Hannigan will lead the workshop 
preparing a performance piece for the Sunday night concert. 
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Blue Skies Kids’ Area 2022 
Blue Skies aims to be a safe and creative space for the whole family. 
This year we are being extra cautious in the Kids’ Area. We 
are recommending that masks be worn during workshops 
where close contact is unavoidable and that physical distancing be 
practiced wherever possible. We are offering fewer workshops to allow 
for more space in each time slot. We will also have craft supplies 
for children to take back to their campsites if that is more 
comfortable for parents.
 
Please note: We will not baby-sit—we want parents, grandparents 
and fairy godparents with us! This way we are all taking care of the 
children. If we run into bumps along the road, please be 
patient and enjoy the moment. We are working with a different 
reality this year.

If you or a family member gets sick at the festival and you 
suspect Covid, mask immediately, distance yourself from 
others, and as soon as possible pack up and leave. If you are 
uncertain about what to do, contact First Aid for advice. 
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Kids’ Area SaturdayCurtain Performers & Blue Skies Choir

Kate Weekes
Workshop: Sunday, 1 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19

Songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Kate Weekes maps the musical 
spot where landscapes and emotions converge. Hailing from the Gatineau 
Hills of Quebec, Kate performs clawhammer banjo and guitar alongside 
James Stephens (fiddle) and Brian Sanderson (sousaphone). Her 4th 
album of original songs will be released in the fall of 2022. 

Spencer and Oscar Evans                                              
Workshop: Sunday, 2 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19                

Spencer and Oscar Evans, are a father/son duo who perform with 
spontaneous abandon, losing themselves in the grooves. They have a 
deep mutual love for New Orleans Jazz, Rhythm and Blues, Soul and 
Funk and many other styles of music. Their Blue Skies Suite pays musical 
tribute to our beloved festival!

The Blue Skies Choir
Main Stage, Sunday, 7 pm, Blue Skies Showcase

Every year, members of the Blue Skies Choir sing out, and you’re invited 
to join in! Rehearsals over the weekend lead to a short set on the Main 
Stage on Sunday evening. The choir welcomes novice, emerging and 
developed choral musicians alike – that’s the mix that makes it work. 

Choir Director 
Deirdre Kellerman (she/her) 
is a conductor and vocal coach 
based on unceded Algonquin 
territory (in Ottawa). She 
is the Artistic Director of 
Hypatia’s Voice and Tone 
Cluster - quite a queer choir. 
Deirdre is passionate about 
music education and life-long 
learning, and maintains a busy 
teaching studio. She holds 
degrees in vocal performance 
and conducting. 
Deirdre will lead the Blue 
Skies Choir through a 
whirlwind of rehearsals as they 
tackle a variety of material for 
the showcase on the Blue Skies 
stage on Sunday evening.

Making Instruments & Baubles for Sunday Morning Parade
 Saturday 10 - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Come on down and make a costume decoration and/or a noise maker for 
the “Best Parade Ever”.     Hosted by Sedge

Kids’ Workshops Saturday
Plant, Grow, Eat
 Saturday 9 - 10 am, Kids’ Area
Come on out and learn to pot up soil, sow seedlings of edible plants, water 
and take care of them. Take home herb seedlings that can be transplanted 
into larger pots and used in your own cooking at home. All ages are 
welcome!      Hosted by Tom Marcantonio

The Treeline’s Field Guide to Canadian Folk
 Saturday 9 - 10 am, Kids’ Area
The Treeline will explore family-friendly folk songs of the Canadian 
wilderness, wild animals and the natural environment. Audience 
participation is a must. Folks attending the workshop will also get to print 
a linocut created by members of the band.          Hosted by The Treeline
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Curtain Performers

Rae Kennedy
Workshop: Saturday, 12 noon, Hilltop - Candelo Roadshow Radio Hour

Rae Kennedy is a writer and a maker, a story collector and a sky gazer. 
She loves a wild edge, a crumpled list, a salt-water full-body baptism. Her 
work is both a bird in flight and a fine-toothed comb.

Joey Wright
Workshop: Saturday, 1 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19 

Joey Wright is a Juno-nominated songwriter, composer, multi-
instrumentalist and performer well known for his lyrical guitar and 
mandolin playing. Joey was a leading light in the explosive bluegrass, old 
time and traditional country scene in Toronto in the 90’s and 2000’s.

Gary Rasberry
Workshop: Saturday, 2 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19

Juno-nominated artist Gary Rasberry has been a fixture on the Kingston 
music and arts scene for almost four decades. His songs offer a path to 
travel, winding through classrooms, campfires, coffee houses and festivals. 
Gary’s latest album, Polishing Stone, was released in April 2021.

JoJo Worthington
Workshop: Saturday, 2 pm, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19

Pushing emotionally potent alternative pop to the perilous edge, JoJo 
Worthington has a distinctive presence in Canadian music. Through her 
breakthrough album \\ (2016), her avant-pop odyssey TCYK (2019), and 
the unprecedented intimate BAPTIZED I (2022), this visionary songster 
unites earthly and celestial sounds on a quest toward the divine.

John Carroll
Workshop: Sunday, 12 noon, Finger - Making Music During Covid-19 

John Carroll creates mindful, pithy, and insightful songs from everyday 
life. He’s a sure-footed teller of yarns, his tales of wit woven seamlessly 
through stories and songs. His skilled finger-style and slide guitar lend 
aching melodies or create gritty background for the images in his lyrics.

The Gertrudes
Workshop: Sunday, 1 pm, Meadow - Jam Like It’s 1899

The Gertrudes bring together a versatile collective of Kingston musicians 
to create a unique and experimental folkestra. They have produced four 
full-length albums, two EPs, and participated in numerous festivals.

Curtain PerformersKids’ Area Saturday

Parachute Games
 Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
Non-competitive, co-operative parachute games for kids between 5 and 10 
years old.         Hosted by Joe Rizk

Campsite Craft Supplies
 Saturday 12 noon - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Would you prefer to make crafts at your own campsite? Come down and 
see what we have at the Kids’ Area.  We invite you to take fun materials 
back to your Blue Skies’ campsites and have some quiet space to create in 
your own time.

Kids’ Tie-Dye
 Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
Get your hands dirty and leave with a psychedelically coloured piece of 
art! Bring along anything you have that is made of 100% cotton. Some 
items will be available for sale, bring cash. Don’t forget to bring your 
plastic bags.       Hosted by Mitchell Webster

Adult Tie-Dye
 Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
All right, big kids: now it’s your turn to get your hands dirty and turn 
something boring into something wild. Bring along anything you have 
that’s made of 100% cotton. Some items  will be available for sale, bring 
cash. Don’t forget to bring your plastic bags.              Hosted by Vel Craig

Nature Scavenger Hunt
 Saturday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
Day One: The Hunt is on: Come down and join the hunt for enchanting 
items that you will use to create welcoming spaces for magical friends. A 
scavenger hunt list will be at the Kids’ Area—you will be guided through 
the fairy-laden Blue Skies land. Collect found items and create wee spaces 
in preparation for “The Storytelling Workshop” on Sunday at 3 pm.                                                        
Hosted by Selina Chiarelli & Elizabeth Stanley

Open Crafts Corner
 Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
Welcome to our Open Crafts Corner. We have a wide range of craft 
supplies ready for your creative juices. Feathers, ribbons, buttons, beads 
and much more are waiting for kids of all ages. Bring your parents!
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Whimsical Weaving of Brilliant Bracelets
 Saturday 10 - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Come join us to learn how to make simple yet stylish woven bracelets. 
Whether to symbolize a friendship or dress up your wrists and ankles, 
bracelets are fun to make and wear!                                                          
Hosted by Miles and Claire Brackenbury

Up on the Main Stage, at Blue Skies we call them tweeners, entertaining 
us with 3-song performances in front of the curtain while the Main Stage 
acts are getting set up. The following musicians are this year’s tweeners:.
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Kids’ Area Saturday
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Sunday Concerts

Clear Paths for Safety
Blue Skies runs on the spirit of community responsibility. We all 
know there are many people on site, people sprawled on the hill listening 
to music, individuals standing and chatting. Everyone is having a great 
time, but we do have to think of safety. Please keep the paths clear 
of chairs, blankets, and sleeping children. Just something to think 
about to make the whole Blue Skies experience a special and safe one. 

Costume and Dance Party
 Saturday 3 - 4 pm, Kids’ Area
It’s time to put on your best get-up and get-down on the dance floor with 
The Gertrudes! Bring your favourite costumes (some extras will be on 
hand) and dancing shoes. Watch out for the big bird busting the moves 
and schooling the songs.     Hosted by The Gertrudes

Body Painting
 Saturday 3 - 4 pm, Kids’ Area
Art isn’t limited to a plain canvas. Discover what you can create on 
your body, and walk around as your own piece of art. There’s glitter, 
rhinestones, hair paint and plenty of colour to try on, even if you’re 
wearing a mask. We will need models and painters. All are welcome.               
Hosted by Madelin Dawson

Performance - Washboard Hank
 Saturday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
Washboard Hank is a very well travelled children’s entertainer who 
delights children with his totally wacky combination of great songs and 
pure creativity. His Blue Skies kid’s show is almost as much fun as the 
parade!

Role-Playing Games
 Saturday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
Join us for an imaginary adventure using the Dungeons & Dragons 5e 
system: “It’s the night of the big Saturday show and excitement is in 
the air. But something is amiss - Magoo’s Safari Suit is missing! You 
adventurers have only a short time to track down and return the suit in 
time. Can you do it?!”         Hosted by Garett Barr and Sarah Fitzpatrick

Draw Fun - 50th Blue Skies Celebration Drawing Workshop
 Saturday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
We are so excited to be able to see each other again and have fun at Blue 
Skies this year. What kinds of things at Blue Skies make you happy? 
What are some fun things to do? Come to the Kids’ Area to talk about 
feeling happy and having fun, then draw it! Leave your beautiful drawings 
with us, they might become part of the Blue Skies 50th celebrations.        
Hosted by France Boisjoli

Bubble Wands
 Saturday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Pipe cleaners, ribbons and beads; Oh my!! Come join the magic of 
designing and creating your unique bubble wand. There will be bubbles 
blowing in the wind!!         Hosted by Denise Blanchette

Kelly Bado
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 10:45 pm
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Main Stage
Workshop: Sunday, 2 pm, Hilltop

Weaving in influences from her 
African heritage, la chanson 
française, and American gospel, 
Kelly Bado’s music crosses cultural 
barriers to bring people together 
in joy and hope. Her striking 
vocals and uplifting melodies were 
recognized with a 2021 WCMA 
Francophone and Global Artist of 
the Year Award. With lyrics inspired 
by love, celebration and social 
equality, Kelly is committed to the 
vision of an inclusive world where 
we come together as citizens of this 
vast planetary village - each of us 
contributing unique strengths to the 
common experience.

                                                                 www.kellybado.com

Thanks to Robyn McCann for the  
wonderful fun graphic that greets 
us on the cover of this year’s 
festival program. Robyn entered 
the graphic in this year’s T-shirt 
Contest. We thought it so good 
we snagged it for the cover. Next 
year, we’re hoping you creative 
folks send us some really rad 
illustrations for Blue Skies’           
50-year celebration.
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David Ross Macdonald
Main Stage, Sunday Evening – 8:45 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 noon, Hilltop
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Hilltop
No stranger to this festival, David 
Ross Macdonald instantly won 
our hearts many years ago with 
his memorable starlit tweener and 
it’s always a treat to welcome him 
back to Blue Skies. Tunesmith, 
guitarist, drummer, podcast 
producer, home builder, ex-
geologist turned amateur celestial 
mechanic, arcade busker, off-
grid’er and ex-bread delivery guy. 
David’s songs are written with a 
keen eye for the human condition 
and his guitar playing is full of 
fingerpicking and a lot of heart.                                                   
www.davidrossmacdonald.com

Sunday concertsKids’ Area Sunday

The Best Parade Ever!
 Sunday 9:45 am - 10:15 am, Kids’ Area
The best Blue Skies Tradition ever! Back Again! Come One, Come All! 
Shake those shakers! Bang those pots and pans! Dress your best! Wear 
your most colourful, silliest costume! All our little saints will be waking 
sleepy sleepers! Let’s make this one the very Best!                                 
Hosted by Magoo and Washboard Hank

Farm Yard Pocket Buddy Egg Carton Animals
 Sunday 10:15 am - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Old McDonald had a farm and it has come to Blue Skies. Come on down to 
that farm and make your own pocket-sized farmyard. Cows, chickens, pigs 
and more. Show us what your favourite animal is! All materials supplied.            
Hosted by Nicole Ducker

Need assistance or need to ask a question? 
People in turquoise Blue Skies t-shirts tend to know what’s up 
around the festival. If you need help, they’re the ones to talk to.

   
     Tell your kids about them!

Tragedy Ann
Main Stage, Friday Evening, 8:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm, Hilltop 
Tragedy Ann is a forward-looking folk duo from Guelph, Ontario. 
Braiding organic vocal harmonies with accordion, singing saw, guitars, 
and ukulele, 
Tragedy Ann’s 
arrangements are 
as delicate as they 
are driving. Their 
concerts emanate 
the honesty and 
enthusiasm of 
people who can’t 
help but create 
and perform. With 
their new album 
Heirlooms, Liv 
Cazzola and Braden 
Phelan issue a call 
for deeper connection with each other and with the natural world. In 
addition to their musical endeavours as a duo, they can also be seen on-
stage with The Lifers and heard on many of their peers’ albums.   
www.tragedyannmusic.com
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Sunday Concerts

The Blue Skies Choir
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 7 pm
The Blue Skies Choir, led by Deidre Kellerman (she/her), is a 
chance for any festival-goer to jump into a music-making activity that 
is challenging and fun, and that always produces spectacular results.          
See pages 16-17 for more info.

The Blue Skies Drums
Main Stage, Sunday Evening, 7:30 pm
Oisin Hannigan hosts drum workshops on Saturday and Sunday 
preparing for this performance. All percussionists welcome.                   
See pages 31 & 36 for more info.

Sunday Evening Concerts

Lynne Hanson
Main Stage, Sunday Evening – 7:45 pm
Workshop:  Saturday 12 noon, Finger
Workshop:  Sunday 1 pm, Hilltop
Too tough for folk and too blues-influenced for country, Lynne Hanson’s 
brand of “porch music with a little red dirt” can turn on a dime from 
one song to the next—from 
a sunshine, blue-sky ballad 
to a full-on thunderstorm of 
gritty Americana swamp. The 
award-winning songwriter is 
known for her high-energy, 
roots guitar-driven live 
performances. Over her 15-
year solo career, Lynne has 
recorded eight studio albums, 
published a book of haiku in 
2016, and a book of poetry in 
February 2020.  Her latest 
album Ice Cream In November 
was released in April 2022.                                     
www.lynnehanson.com

Other special guest artists
As always, we’re blessed with an abundance of musical friends 
who grace our workshops and Main Stage this weekend, and help keep 
the music happening at campfires long into the night. To Jason 
Mercer, Trevor Mills, Washboard Hank, Linda Grenier, Lesley Marie 
Boileau, Saskia Tomkins and the many other hyper-talented festival-goers 
who make this festival so special, a heartfelt thank you!

Campsite Craft Supplies
 Sunday 12 noon - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Would you prefer to make crafts at your own campsite? Come see what we 
have at the Kids’ Area. We invite you to take fun materials back to your 
campsite and have some quiet space creating in your own time.

Kids’ Area Sunday

Gnome is Where the Heart Is
 Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
In this playful, creative workshop we will sew simple characters using 
recycled, found materials, while dreaming up their stories. Who knows 
where they might wander. Basic sewing skills helpful but not required. 
Kids unable to handle needles/scissors alone are welcome but will need 
an adult/older friend helper. All materials provided.                                     
Hosted by Abi Lyon, Jasper Wicke

Hambone
 Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
The plan is the HAMBONE and we are going to slap ourselves silly! 
Although all people on the planet have a version of body percussion, 
‘Hambone’ was created by enslaved Africans in North America. Forbidden 
to use their drums, slaves found ways to make rhythms with body music 
such as hand clapping and body and thigh slapping, also called “Pattin’ 
Juba.” It requires no batteries, no uploads, no downloads—in fact it 
doesn’t even require an instrument! You become the drumset and you can 
do it prit’ near anywhere!
Hosted by Teilhard Frost

Draw Fun - 50th Blue Skies Celebration Drawing Workshop
 Sunday 11 am - 12 noon, Kids’ Area
We are so excited to be able to see each other again and have fun at Blue 
Skies this year. What kinds of things at Blue Skies make you happy? 
What are some fun things to do? Come to the Kids’ Area to talk about 
feeling happy and having fun, then draw it! Leave your beautiful drawings 
with us, they might become part of the Blue Skies 50th celebrations.           
Hosted by France Boisjoli

Parachute Games
 Sunday 10:15 am - 11 am, Kids’ Area
Non-competitive, co-operative parachute games for kids between 5 and 10 
years old.        Hosted by Joe Rizk

Groove Parade: Kids Music
 Sunday 12 noon - 1 pm, Kids’ Area
Move and groove to action songs; play freeze dance and move like 
your favourite animal. Find your inner dance monkey! We’ll clap, 
stomp and sing together. Groove Parade is when we make a symphony 
of rhythm and percussion sounds in this fun, interactive play-shop.                           
Hosted by Kristin Lindell
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The Famous Blue Skies Loos
Blue Skies’ outhouses are known throughout the civilized world as the 
sweetest and most hygienic loos ever! Please help us maintain these 
high standards.

Kids and the Stage
Children and parents are encouraged to enjoy the Main Stage concerts in 
the special space at the front of the stage and on the children’s benches set 
up there. For safety’s sake, kids are not allowed on the stage or 
apron.

The Wonderful Loos of Blue Skies

•  Use the “one poop, one scoop 
method” (one scoop of sawdust).

•  Close the lid once you are 
done. It helps the loo vent 
properly and makes tomorrow’s 
visit so much more pleasant-ish.

•  Don’t put anything down 
the hole with a half-life longer 
than a week, for example, beer 
cans, sanitary products, baby 
wipes, underwear (yes, you read 
correctly...).

•  Volunteer for a sanitation shift - 
a quick and easy way to contribute 
to the festival! Give your loo 
cleaning volunteers your love 
and gratitude when you see 
them at work.

•  While there are hand-washing stations around the festival, and hand 
sanitizer available, it’s a smart thing to set up a hand-washing 
station at your own campsite and/or bring your own preferred 
cleaning products: such as hand sanitizer, wipes or wet cloths. Just 
remember—all garbage must be taken home with you.

•  We will try to the best of our abilities to provide a safe, clean 
environment for all attendees and in that effort we do suggest wearing 

a mask when using the loos and 
provide enough social distance in line 
when waiting to use the loo.

Hair Wraps
 Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Create colourful and vibrant hair wraps and learn about their history, 
techniques and styles.               Hosted by Jenn Wilson

Kids’ Area Sunday

Let’s Knot and Say We Did!
 Sunday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
An introduction to knot-tying for the whole family.                                      
Hosted by Damon Bond

Snap, Tap, Clap and Sing with Gary
 Sunday 2 - 3 pm, Kids’ Area
Gary’s motto—always try to leave a trail of happy children and 
smiling parents in your wake. JUNO-nominated artist Gary Rasberry 
has been a fixture on the Kingston music and arts scene for almost 
4 decades. His songs offer a path to travel, one that winds its 
way through classrooms, campfires, coffee houses and festivals.                                                     
Hosted by Gary Rasberry

Juggling for Joy
 Sunday 1 - 2 pm, Kids’ Area
An introductory workshop in juggling for both those who have never 
juggled and those who keep trying. We will provide the juggling balls to 
learn with and keep. Extremely excited to welcome all kids old and young.  
Hosted by Zephyr Gell with assistance from Finn and James Gell

The Story-Telling Workshop
 Sunday 3 - 4 pm, Kids’ Area
Nature Crafts and Storytelling: You will be learning a little about how to 
create a story by using an adaptation of Thumbelina, as a model. Also, 
your responses to key questions will provide clues to your stories. The 
hosts, using your tiny, fairy spaces and your responses, will help tell your 
enchanting tales. Hosted by Selina Chiarelli & Elizabeth Stanley

Peaceful Happy Festival

Shhh … Quiet Areas
The communal fire pit nearest the stage will accommodate late night 
revellers. Away from there, it’s less noisy. Sleepy Hollow is the quiet 
camping area between the stage and gate house. Here we request no 
noise or boisterous singing – quiet conversation and soft music are 
welcome. 

But quiet area or not, please remember, your neighbour will be 
a happier camper after some sleep. If your neighbour is more 
boisterous than you would wish, try asking them to tone it down. A 
gentle request goes a long way.
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Inclusiveness and Personal SafetySaturday Concerts

The PepTides
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 11 pm
Workshop: Sunday 12 noon, Main Stage
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Main Stage
The PepTides is a nine-member band with a distinctive larger-than-
life pop sound that combines elements of funk, soul, gospel, folk, Latin 
and new wave. In 2017, the group was named “Ottawa’s Best Band” by 

Ottawa Life Magazine for its extravagant live performances. A snapshot 
of Canadian diversity, The PepTides are a rainbow of faces: girls and 
guys, LGBTQ and straight, English and French, black and white and in-
between: Ukrainian, Mexican, Guyanese, Cree, Acadian, Armenian and 
Scottish. The band’s 2019 album, Galápagos, Vol. I, is a salute to Kurt 
Vonnegut’s 1985 novel.                                           www.thepeptides.com

Respect, care and kindness 
We all contribute to making Blue Skies the magical festival we look 
forward to all year long. One of the simplest and best ways to maintain 
the good vibes is by respecting people’s boundaries and only 
touching people with their consent. People aren’t always 
comfortable with being touched, so if you’re not sure, just ask before 
hugging or touching someone, and be ready to accept it if they’re not 
interested.

Blue Skies is at its best when everyone feels completely free to be 
themselves. Behaviours that are ableist, homophobic, racist, sexist, 
transphobic, otherwise prejudiced, aggressive, disrespectful or unkind 
can cast a shadow on someone’s Blue Skies and hurt them even long after 
the festival. Let’s try to be mindful of the effect that our words 
and actions have on the people around us. This goes for everyone 
at the festival: organizers, volunteers, sound crew, and performers 
included.

Being aware of what’s happening around you is also a great 
way to be helpful to others. If you experience or witness harassment, 
assault, or disrespectful or otherwise harmful behaviour, you’re 
encouraged to ask for it to stop, to intervene if it is safe to do so, and to 
communicate the situation to Security as soon as you can.

The Info Booth is a friendly place that is staffed day and night, and is 
ready to welcome you throughout the festival. The volunteers at the 
Info Booth will help connect you with Security, First Aid, or anyone else 
you need to help you deal with situations that you aren’t comfortable 
handling on your own.

The Security team will follow up on every report of harmful 
behaviour and remain involved until it’s resolved. On rare 
occasions, when resolving a situation calls for removing someone from 
the festival, that’s what we do.

          Kindness, consideration, and care for others 
          are some of the magic we hope you fill your 
          pockets with and spread into the world.

Fire Safety 
Please: Never start a fire at a communal fire pit and walk 
away. Someone always HAS to be looking after any fire. The same 
goes for cook stoves and other flame sources. Fire safety is really 
important.  Never leave any flame unattended or drop a cigarette butt 
on the ground.  A fire will ruin everyone’s Blue Skies experience.

We have several communal fire pits scattered around the site. They’re 
great for cooking on, jamming around and generally getting together 
and meeting your neighbours. 

Tread carefully along the edges of the roads, fields and meadows.  
Poison ivy likes the margins, so keep your eyes out for those pesky little 
three-leafed devils. If you think you’ve come in contact with poison ivy, 
wash your skin with soap and water as soon as you can. The oil will stay 
on fabric and spread, so change your clothes and handle them carefully 
until they can be washed. If you do get a rash, First Aid can help.

Poison Ivy – “Leaves of three – Let it be”
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Exco Levi and High Priest Band
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 10 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 Noon, Meadow

Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Meadow
Since coming to Canada from his native 
Jamaica in 2005, Exco Levi has firmly 
established himself as the country’s 
premier contemporary reggae artist. He 
has won an unprecedented five Juno 
Awards for Best Reggae Artist from a 
total of nine nominations. Exco has 
also received awards at the Canadian 
Reggae Music Awards in 2007, and the 
Irie Music Awards in 2011 among many 
other distinctions. In 2016, Exco Levi 
was recognized for his contribution 
to local and Canadian culture with an 
induction into the Brampton, Ontario 
Walk Of Fame.
www.excolevimusic.com
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Madeleine Roger
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 9 pm
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Hilltop
Workshop: Sunday 2 pm, Hilltop 
Madeleine Roger is a contemporary                                                       
folk singer from Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
While deftly accompanying herself 
on acoustic guitar, it is her artistry as 
a songwriter and storyteller that can 
silence a room, uniting her brilliantly 
crafted lyrics with imaginative 
melodies that linger long after they 
are sung. Her critically-acclaimed 
debut album Cottonwood combines 
the elegant storytelling of folk 
traditions with the grounded vibe of 
roots music. It is a collection of songs 
that reflect on femininity and equality, 
the majesty of the wilderness, and the 
beautiful awkwardness of trying to 
love another person.                                        
www.madeleineroger.com 

50 Years of      
Blue Skies
In 2023 we’ll be celebrating 50 years of 
Blue Skies and we’re not going to let that 
slip by quietly. Time to raise a hoopla!

This weekend, there are workshops and 
other ways for you to share your writing, 
music, or stories with us.
 

Saturday morning, come to the workshop - 50 Years of Blue 
Skies, Planning the Party - and find a fun way to lean in, in any way 
that speaks to you.

We are collecting anything and everything from book and film content to 
anything that can make next year’s Blue Skies extra special.
 
You can deliver things that you’ve written down, sketched out, or 
printed off, to the drop box at the Info Booth. Please include your name 
and email address with your submission. You can also deliver after the 
festival to 50years@blueskiesmusicfestival.ca.
 
Deadline: for your best chance of us featuring your work or running with 
your ideas—please send things by the end of summer.

Blue Skies Waltz Lyrics Contest 
We are holding a Blue Skies Waltz Lyrics Contest! It is finally (nearly 30 
years later) time to add lyrics to the Blue Skies Waltz written by 
Kirk Elliott and Carolyn Stewart. 

Entries will be judged by a celebrity panel of Carolyn Stewart, Kirk Elliott 
and Magoo! For more info, pop by the Info Booth to read the waltz 
posters. See paragraph above to submit your lyrics.  Deadline: September 
15, 2022.

A different way to describe Blue Skies... in six words.
For the 50-year book we’re collecting six-word descriptions of Blue 
Skies. Like the following - “Benches back, anticipation heightens boogie 
explosion”. Or this one - “Bare feet, cuddle puddles, star gazing”. And 
another - “Late night jams, early morning coffee”. 

Why not try your hand? Unleash your inner poet and share what 
springs forth with the rest of Blue Skies. Just drop off your creative effort 
(with your name and email) at the Info Booth (see paragraph above).

Coming Up to 50 Years of Music & Community
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Saturday Evening
Mattie Leon

Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 7 pm
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Hilltop
Workshop: Sunday 1 pm, Hilltop
Mattie Leon is a singer-songwriter hailing from Hamilton, Ontario. A 
craftsman with a guitar, Mattie 
refuses to leave the past behind. 
His sensibilities are informed 
by the songwriting of the 
sixties and seventies. His voice, 
whether soaring or soulful, is 
his own. The result is a fresh 
take on a classic form; familiar 
but unmistakably new. Mattie is 
no stranger to the road having 
brought his music to stages all 
across Canada. His new LP, In 
Natural Light was released in 
2021 and his song All the Time 
earned him Folk Music Ontario’s Songs From The Heart Award last year.              
www.mattieleon.com

The Fretless
Main Stage, Saturday Evening, 8 pm
Workshop: Saturday 1 pm, Meadow
Workshop: Saturday 2 pm, Swamp
Four ferocious players, masterful composition, and a genre-bending 
sound — Juno award-winning The Fretless is a Canadian quartet that 
has firmly taken its place on the map. A supergroup of celebrated 

solo artists, The Fretless 
create a signature sound 
that expands the idea of 
a string music quartet 
— transforming fiddle 
tunes and folk melodies 
into intricate, beautiful, 
high-energy arrangements 
that have quickly gained 

a following and accolades from around the world. The Fretless sound 
is distinctly rich, multi-layered, uniquely percussive and a completely 
fresh approach to folk music.                               www.thefretless.com

Saturday Concerts Coming Up to 50 Years of Music & Community

Blue Skies Music Festival and Blue Skies in the Community have 
both been 100% non-profit, and been 100% volunteer-run for 49 years! 
Next year, we celebrate a half century!
   
Hats are the people responsible for the different parts of the festival. 
Together, the Hats depend on the dedicated and enthusiastic help of 
hundreds of volunteers!  You’re surrounded by volunteers who make 
Blue Skies a Happening Place.

Make this your year to volunteer - feel the Blue Skies spirit! 
Get yourself to the Info Booth and sign up for a shift or three.

Blue Skies 2022 Hats
Artistic Director: Margaret Sullivan;  Blue Skies in the 
Community (BSIC): Shannon Curry; First Aid: Nili Kaplan-Myrth, 
Andrew Isaac Guardino;  Gate: Jason Walker; General Coordinator: 
Dale Driver;  Holistic: Michelle De Grandmont; Info Booth: April 
Tuttle;  Kids’ Area: Lyndsay Koivisto; Kitchen: Christian Knudsen, 
Sarah Allison; Legal: Warren Leroy; Mailing List / Newsletters: 
Donna Wood;  MC: Magoo; Meeting Minutes: Gord McDiarmid; 
Monday Cleanup: Beth Schilling; Music Store: Carole Johnson;  
Parking: Lonnie Bergstein, Rob Fletcher, Sam Whitely; Performer 
Accommodation: Martina Field; Performer Hospitality: Clara 
McGregor, Mally McGregor; Program: Andrew Hall;  Purchasing: 
Bill Duffenais; Recycling: Henning VanDerMeer; Sanitation: Jodi 
O’Sullivan; Security: Stephen Peringer; Site Coordinator: Bob 
Davidson; Snack Shack: Freja Bond; Stage: Jeff Hopkinson; T-shirt 
Store: Rebecca Pollard; Tickets: Alvin Wood; Treasurer: Liz Cliffen 
Gallant;  Volunteer Coordinators: Shane Norris, Corcoran Peppley, 
Tracy Scott; Water: Pascal Lussier;  Work Weekend: Liz McDermott; 
Lifetimer: Oskar Graf;  TLC – The Land Council: Linda Rush, Lloyd 
Greenspoon, Mireille LaPointe, Grant Pilkington, Randy Roels;  Hat 
Support Council: Kate Thomas, Joel Leblanc, Ann Sharp, Jenn Wilson 
and Matt Rose.

Monday Morning Meeting 
At 11 am, for one hour in the Kids’ Area, we gather to share our ideas and 
feedback about how Blue Skies 2022 went. What did we really like and 
what can we improve upon for next year? It’s the kick-start for planning 
next year’s festival.

Rules at Blue Skies
We have precious few rules at Blue Skies but we do have ‘em:              
Dogs are prohibited (except for registered service animials,               
see page 6)  and private sales are not allowed. Please respect       
both rules. Thanks.
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Saturday & Sunday afternoons

The Blue Skies Showcase
Main Stage, Sunday, 3 pm
Performances by the Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra led by Cindy      
McCall and the Ukulele Orchestra led by JoJo Worthington. The  
ukulele practise/workshops are Saturday and Sunday at 10:30. Fiddle 
Orchestra practices are Saturday and Sunday at Noon.

The Blue Skies Square Dance
Saturday & Sunday, 4 pm, Main Stage
Join in the fun in the biggest square dance you will ever see! Enjoy a live 
dance band of guest artists and Blue Skies musicians.

Square Dance Callers: Tom Calwell & Myra Hirschberg
Square dance callers Myra and Tom are delighted to return to Blue Skies. 
They travel all over Ontario and the US, leading dances for community 
and celebratory occasions for all ages, bringing people together on the 
dance floor with a minimum of fuss and a maximum of fun!        

Square Dance Band Leader: Teilhard Frost
Teilhard Frost (pronounced tay YAR) is a multi-instrumentalist, 
specializing in non-electric old-time music. He is passionate about 
finding the links between cultures and reminding everyone that we all 
make music, even while we sleep. This year he’s here with Jason Mercer 
and ready to get your toes tapping!                                                            
www.tfrostmusic.com         
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Coming Up to 50 Years of Music & Community

Open Stage for Performers
Saturday & Sunday 12 - 3 pm, at the Open Stage
Linda Grenier invites musicians of all ages to strut your stuff. Bring 
your instruments for playing, voices for singing, hands for clapping and 
ears for listening.  What better way to get into the Blue Skies spirit?        
Hosted by Linda Grenier 

Volunteering at Blue Skies
Blue Skies is operated entirely by volunteers. During the festival we 
need many volunteers to keep the magic happening. There are sign-up 
boards at the Info Booth and the helpful folks at the Info Booth can also 
help you find a place to pitch in.

 
       Experience the true Blue Skies magic:
       Be a volunteer! 

Saturday & Sunday afternoons

Blue Skies Mail List
If you want to join the Blue Skies Mail List or 
your contact info is out of date, you need to 
tell us! Email:   
maillist@blueskiesmusicfestival.ca
Provide your current email and mailing address including postal 
code. Or, drop by the Info Booth this weekend and write your contact 
information, in your most legible printing, in the Mail List binder.

If you would like to participate in the Blue Skies meetings held through 
the Fall and Spring, please put your name and contact information in 
the Meeting Notice List binder. Blue Skies information starts every 
January with your Winter Newsletter and an appeal to confirm your 
contact information and whether you wish to remain or be removed 
from the Mail List. All year round you can visit the Blue Skies website:  
              www.blueskiesmusicfestival.ca 

Welcome Back!  Though the in-person festival has been on hold for the 
past two years, the Blue Skies spirit has been active—Blue Skies in the 
Community (BSIC) has been supporting music, musicians and the 
arts in the communities surrounding the festival site. While some of our 
programs were on hold, we had to be inventive in order to keep going— 
when in-person events were restricted, music has a magical way of 
connecting people even virtually.  
 
The following performers who are giving workshops at this year’s festival 
each received a $1000 Covid-19 grant from BSIC during the past 
year: Lynne Hanson, Joey Wright, Gary Rasberry, John Carroll, Kate 
Weekes, and Spencer Evans.

Blue Skies in the Community continues to run a number of 
programs—some operate year round like Community Granting which 
can cover up to 50% of the cost of artist fees at school or community 
events.  The Blue Skies Community Fiddle Orchestra is an all-
ages, all-skills group which operates three terms between September and 
June. Some of BSICs’ other programs, like the Adult Music Camp and 
the Kids’ Arts Camp, happen on the Blue Skies site.  

For information about these and our other programs/events, or how you 
can participate, please visit http://blueskies-in-the-community.ca 
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Monday Cleanup 
All the magic that is Blue Skies has to be put away when Monday 
arrives. This year we need your help more than ever!
 
If you can, please sign up before Monday morning with a 
volunteer coordinator, at the sign-up area (for tarps, signs and other 
specific tasks) or directly with the area you usually volunteer with 
(if you volunteer at the Fern Bar, Kids’ Area, Kitchen, Performer 
Hospitality, First Aid, Stage, Info Booth, Recycling or Sanitation).

The Monday Cleanup Hat will only be arriving Monday morning and 
needs to have some key things coordinated in advance, so we greatly 
appreciate your helping by trying things differently this year.

Please meet at the ice cooler at 10 am Monday morning if you 
are unsure where to go for your task. (N95 masks will be available in 4 
sizes and be required for all Monday Cleanup registered volunteer jobs 
requiring people to be within 6 feet of each other and in close quarters 
to keep each other safer)
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Accessibility 
We do our best to make sure that people of all ages and abilities are able 
to enjoy our little slice of heaven. Blue Skies organizers and volunteers are 
trained to assist when requested, and we continue to work our little buns 
off to make things better.

If you have accessibility-related requests, questions, or ideas, please come 
to the Info Booth during the festival or get in touch afterward through: 
accessibility@blueskiesmusicfestival.ca

Service Animals: If you plan on attending with a service animal, 
we request that you notify us by email before the festival and register the 
service animal upon arrival at the front gate.

Congratulations to Matt Ritter 
The winner of this year’s T-shirt Design Contest! 
Would you like to see your own design on the 
2023 Blues Skies Music Festival t-shirt and win 
two passes to the 2023 Festival? Visit us at the 
T-shirt Store or Info Booth for further details.

Please keep pathways clear through your campsite area. 
Encourage your neighbours to do the same. There must be clear access 
to every camping area for emergency vehicles.

Clear Paths for Safety

                             T-Shirt Store Hours
                   Friday: closed                   
                   Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm
                   Sunday: 10 am to 4 pm 
                   Monday: 10 am to Noon (if supplies last that long) 

                             Music Store Hours
                   Friday: no sales (sign in for musicians)
                   Saturday: 1 pm to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm
               Sunday: 10 am to 4 pm, 7:00 pm to 10 pm 
               Monday: 9am to 11 am
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Stories from the past
Twenty-five years ago, the stories below were told in the Blue Skies 
25-year Anniversary Book. What kind of stories will Blue Skies people be
sharing in next year’s 50-year Anniversary Book? Come and find out at the 
50-year workshops being held Saturday morning on the Main Stage.
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Blue Skies Music Festival is not responsible for any injury,                  
loss, or damage, however caused. 
All information is subject to change without notice.  
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Dawn Redskye
Main Stage, Friday Evening, 9:30 pm
Workshop: Saturday 12 Noon, Main Stage                                               

Dawn Redskye is a singer/
songwriter of Anishinaabeg 
and Irish ancestry. In her folk/
bluegrass stylings of music, she 
weaves personal narratives. 
Through her music—carried 
by warm vocals, poetic and 
sometimes hard-hitting lyrics, 
acoustic guitar and banjo—
she aims to challenge colonial 
impressions of past and present.  
Her songs carry forward threads 
of her ancestral homelands and 
waters of Shoal Lake 40 and 
Ireland - threads that, although 
fractured, continue to find their 
way into voice and song.

Ta Da! The No Garbage Blue Skies! Thanks to you! 
There is no garbage pick-up or removal at Blue Skies! Any garbage 
you bring in, you’ll need to bring home with you, after the 
Festival. We will still handle your recycling and compost, though. 
Please take your recycling, bottles and compost to the depot at the Inner 
Parking Lot.

                      Compost and recycling hours:
                      Saturday and Sunday:
                      8:30 – 10:30 am, 1 – 3 pm, and 6:30 – 8:30 pm
                      Monday: 8 am to 1 pm

Compost is left-over food stuff, even bones. Recyclables are: aluminum, 
tin, glass, corrugated cardboard, boxboard, non-glossy paper, plastics #s 
1 through 7. 
Everything else is garbage, and here’s the important part: you must 
take ALL your garbage home with you. Keep your garbage in a 
sealed container so you don’t attract critters to your campsite!

The message truly is: Bring it in - Take it home!

Beer, Wine, and Alcohol Bottle Recycling
Each year Blue Skies selects a non-profit charitable organization 
to collect the bottles and receive the revenue from the returns. The 
beneficiary for this year is the Guatemala Stove Project. The 
collection happens at the Main Depot, by the Inner Parking Lot. So 
donate your bottles! Think about where they came from. If they are the 
type that can be returned to The Beer Store, they will benefit the GSP. 
Others go to recycling – if you’re not sure, the people at recycling can 
help.

Critters and Blue Skies
The Blue Skies site is home to a huge variety of critters large and 
small, from dragonflies to raccoons, deer, and even bears. 
This means we have to be a little aware. Critters love to eat, so here are 
some things that can encourage them to dine elsewhere:
 • keep all food in a sealed cooler or container, especially overnight;
• keep your garbage in a sealed container so that it does not attract 
critters to your campsite;
• regularly bring your compost and sorted recycling to the 
recycling depot and wash your dishes regularly;
• make your tent a food-free zone, and keep toiletries, including 
toothpaste and shampoo, in a sealed container outside your 
tent.

Moskitto Bar
Main Stage, Friday Evening, 10:30 pm
Workshop:  Saturday 12 Noon, Meadow
Moskitto Bar is a fresh and unique sound created in the multi-cultural 
hub of Toronto that combines a beautiful and original mix of Ukrainian, 
Balkan, Iraqi Middle-Eastern and French Celtic music. During a 
gathering in Northern Ontario, they met every day in the woods to share 
and teach each other their respective melodies and rhythms. As they 
were playing, the rural Ontario mosquitos were

joyfully feasting on the multi-cultural group inspiring their eponymous 
name. More than the music, despite their diverse traditions, political 
and social stories, they share a deeper connection, a mutual love and 
respect for each other and a common desire to spread messages of unity.
www.moskittobar.ca
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Friday night concerts Cookshack 
Welcome back campers and day passers! The Blue Skies Cookshack has 
always offered great food at decent prices. We offer a variety of items 
that suit special dietary needs, but we can’t guarantee absolute 
freedom from allergens (including gluten) in any of our food. 

Our hours: Coffee: 7 am(ish)
   Lunch: 11 am to 2 pm
   Dinner: 5 pm to 7 pm 
   Late night pizza: 8 pm to sold out

We implore everyone, especially folks coming on day passes, to please 
bring your own dishes and cutlery. We can’t and won’t serve curry 
or cheesecake on a Frisbee or your hand! If you need a plate, ask around 
the site. Blue Skies folks love to help.

Corn Boil
Fresh, hot corn on the cob!  
Across from the Snack Shack next to the Cookshack.

  Saturday and Sunday:  4 pm until it’s gone

Ice
Cubes and blocks at the foot of the hill, down from the Cookshack.

  Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm
  Saturday and Sunday: 10 am to 6 pm

Snack Shack
Frozen treats for your delectation.

  Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm
  Saturday and Sunday: 10 am to 6 pm

Treat Your Water Well
All the water at Blue Skies comes from a single well. Our 
system provides good, clean water for drinking, washing, and cooling, 
but even in wet years, it’s a limited supply. Tips for conserving 
water:
•  If you clean your plate carefully before you wash it, lunchtime’s
   rinse water can become dinnertime’s wash water.
•   When washing or showering, turn off the water while soaping
   up. As Magoo says, “It will never get any warmer!” 

Please use water sparingly so there’s enough for all of us.

Let’s help each other enjoy the concerts at Blue Skies!
We want everyone to enjoy these fantastic concerts in this gorgeous 
natural amphitheatre. Please think of your fellow music lovers 
while sharing the good vibes.

Let’s help people behind us see the stage - use low chairs and 
blankets - there’s a great view at the back for tall chairs if that’s all you 
have.

Let’s take dancing and conversation to the side of the hill so 
people around you can enjoy the concert. Please take your smoke 
break away from the crowd, so sensitive lungs can breathe.

Bring your little ones to the benches at the front so they can see too. 
To keep everyone safe, please keep the kids from dancing on the 
small apron stage in front of the main stage. Watch out for your 
sleeping little ones and friends: especially when it’s dark, people are 
moving around, and the dance party is happening.

Friday Concerts

Karen Morand & The BOSCO Boys 
Main Stage, Friday Evening, 7:30 pm
Workshop:  Sunday 10:30 am, Main Stage
Workshop:  Sunday 2 pm, Meadow
Since she first graced the Blue Skies stage as a tweener in 2016, Karen 
Morand has become a regular face at the festival. This year she is back 

on the Main Stage, 
this time with her 
acoustic trio, The 
BOSCO Boys (Aaron 
Verhulst and Benny 
Santoro). Armed with 
original songs and 
feisty, powerhouse 
vocals, they deliver 
soulful roots with 
gritty gospel on the 
side. Their songs 
celebrate real life 
with all its broken 

and beautiful parts. Karen Morand and The BOSCO Boys spent the 
pandemic working on their latest album Ghost Hotel.                                     
www.karenmorand.com
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Land Acknowledgement 
We begin our Blue Skies Music Festival by acknowledging that we are 
gathering on traditional and unceded Anishinaabewaki Territory. 

As allies of the strong Indigenous Community in this area, and as 
stewards of this land, we acknowledge the wise Indigenous teachings—to 
listen to each other, to be patient, and to respect this living, breathing 
land. We are human beings and belong to the land from which we eat 
and drink. 

When there is a bad day, we still give thanks as there is much to be 
grateful for. We try to see the beauty in all people and the bouquet we 
create when we are together. We understand that serving and helping 
each other is the source of our humanity.

As Canadians, we acknowledge an obligation to understand and support 
the 94 Calls to Action by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada, as well as the 46 Articles within the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

Workshops for Teens
Too old for the kids’ workshops? You are, of course, welcome at the adult 
workshops. If you’re still looking for something to do and people your age, 
these half-dozen workshops might be a good bet.

Healing with Henna
Saturday 10 - 11 am, Open Stage
Discover the healing effects of the henna plant, Lawsonia Inermis, 
through the use of Mehndi - the art of henna painting, to bring love, 
good fortune, prosperity, and to protect the wearer against evil.                          
Host: Rachel Schleifer, Co-Presenter Kaia Etezadi. 

Finding Your Place in a Jam
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Tipi
Blue Skies is about music and community. Come and learn how to find 
your place in a jam. Bring any instrument you have or use the ones I can 
provide. Let’s jam.                                                Host: Chris De Angelis

Online Safety is a Marathon
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Hilltop
Cyberbullying, harassment, doxxing. My team and I spent a week playing 
“bad guy” digging up as much information about a volunteer as we could 
without leaving our desks. Come learn what we found and what steps you 
can take to protect yourself.                               Host: Chris Shepherd 

Memoir Writing Basics with Feedback on Your Writing
Saturday 11 - 12 noon, Open Stage
Isak Dineson wrote: “All sorrows can be borne if you put them into a 
story.” Were you writing during the pandemic and want to share your 
work? Come and get some gentle but helpful feedback at this memoir 
writing workshop                                                Host: Laurie Gough

Mother Nature’s Colours
Sunday 10 - 11 am, Hilltop
Come and reconnect with nature and the forest by making inks and 
natural dyes. You can dye your own clothes or join in the making of 
a communal quilt. Reconnect the link between you, your objects, and 
nature!           Host: Anne Fromont, Co- presenter: Ellie Simpson

Hands in Clay
Sunday 11 - 12 noon , Hilltop
Come enjoy the meditative experience of transforming a ball of clay into 
a piece of art. You will be guided by a professional ceramic artist who 
will share tools, clay and knowledge with those ready to get creative.             
Host: Cathy Reeves, Co-presenter Margo Pineau.    

Welcome Back Everyone

Master of Ceremonies
Magoo

On the Main Stage Friday, Saturday and Sunday
& the Sunday Morning Parade: 
9:45-10:15 am, Kids’ Area

Magoo has been the heart and soul 
of Blue Skies and our beloved MC 
for 44 years. Songs for all ages, 
messages on and off the stage 
received and delivered, and an 
unbounded enthusiasm for Blue 
Skies, have helped guide this 
fellow’s path for over four decades.  
“In 1977, I walked over the hill, 
as the stage and all that was 
happening around it rose before 
my eyes. It is a memory that I will 
never forget, and a moment that I relive every time I walk onto this land.“           
 www.magooman.ca

Teen Workshops

Blue Skies is proud to be a member 
of Folk Music Ontario, 
supporting the growth of a thriving 
and inclusive folk music community
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Saturday  
       9 am        Plant, Grow, Eat
                         The Treeline’s Field Guide to Canadian Folk
         10 am      Making Instruments & Baubles for the Parade

                      Whimsical Weaving of Brilliant Bracelets
       11 am       Open Crafts Corner
                       Kids’ Tie Dye!
       12 noon   Adult Tie Dye!
                       Nature Scavenger Hunt
                       Parachute Games
                       Campsite Craft Supplies
       1 pm         Washboard Hank
                       Role-Playing Games
       2 pm        Draw Fun: 50th Celebration Drawing Workshop
                       Bubble Wands
       3 pm        Costume and Dance Party
                       Body Painting

Sunday  
        9:45 - 10:15 am   The Best Parade Ever!
       10:15       Farm Yard Pocket Buddy Egg Carton Animals
                       Parachute Games
       11 am       Hambone
                       Draw Fun: 50th Celebration Drawing Workshop
       12 noon   Gnome is Where the Heart is
                       Campsite Crafts
                       Groove Parade: Kids Music
       1 pm         Juggling for Joy 
                       Let’s Knot and Say We Did!   
       2 pm        Snap, Tap, Clap and Sing with Gary
                       Hair Wraps
       3 pm        The Story-Telling Workshop  
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Kids’ Area Schedule
Kids’ Area Schedule

Welcome to Blue Skies 2022! 
Welcome back to our first in-person Blue Skies in three long 
years!   It’s been a tough shutdown for many of us. So be neighbourly, 
folks. The Blue Skies magic comes from how we treat each other—with 
respect, care, and kindness, and helping those who might need it.
 
The Info Booth is a welcoming place to get answers to your 
questions, day and night. The volunteers at the Info Booth will help 
connect you with Security, First Aid, or anyone else when you need help, 
especially dealing with situations that you aren’t comfortable with. Need 
assistance, or need to ask a question? Wander over to the Info 
Booth and our friendly volunteers will be glad to lend a hand. This is 
where you can check lost & found, sign up for the mailing list, and sign up 
to volunteer! Make this year extra special—sign up for a volunteer 
shift–experience the True Blue Skies Magic!

Safe ‘n’ Sound
Blue Skies is a special place. Everything ought to be perfect, but 
sometimes things may go a little off.  If you experience or witness 
harmful behaviour, you’re encouraged to ask for it to stop, to 
intervene if it is safe to do so, and to communicate the situation 
to Security as soon as you can. The Security team will follow up 
and remain involved until it’s resolved. If there’s any situation at all 
where you want another person involved, the Info Booth is the 
place to go. Security folks, wearing turquoise Blue Skies t-shirts, during 
nighttime are always at the Info Booth, walking around, and at the Gate. 

First Aid
Up at the top of the hill, beside the Info Booth. We’re here just in case. 
We are not a medical clinic but we can offer first aid support for 
minor injuries and ailments, plus help support folks with bigger concerns 
get the help they need. We are open from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm.. For 
after-hours emergencies, locate Security (wearing turquoise Blue Skies 
t-shirts around the site, and always present at the Gate) to contact First 
Aid support. For emergencies, call 911 and contact Security. The Blue 
Skies road address is 2439 Clarendon Road. 

Please bring all of your regular medications, including Epi-pens if you 
have anaphylactic allergies. To charge CPAP machines, the recycling area 
has a few outlets and folks monitoring them (please respect the outlets for 
medical needs). A special note for this year —First Aid volunteers will 
be wearing masks and anyone coming to First Aid will need to 
wear a mask—we have extra masks if needed. Please keep track of your 
mask at Blue Skies—it is an important way to keep everyone safe when 
physical distancing is not an option.



Friday Evening
7:30 pm   Karen Morand & The BOSCO Boys
8:30 pm   Dawn Redskye
9:30 pm   Moskitto Bar
        
Saturday Afternoon:
4 pm    Square Dance
                              Callers  - Tom Calwell & Myra Hirschberg
       Band led by Teilhard Frost

Saturday Evening:  
7 pm    Mattie Leon
8 pm    The Fretless
9 pm    Madeleine Roger
10 pm                Exco Levi and High Priest Band
11 pm    The PepTides

 Sunday Afternoon:
3 pm    Blue Skies Showcase
4 pm    Square Dance – 
       Callers  - Tom Calwell & Myra Hirschberg
       Band led by Teilhard Frost

Sunday Evening:
7 pm    Blue Skies Choir
7:30 pm   Blue Skies Drums
7:45 pm   Lynne Hanson 
8:45 pm            David Ross Macdonald
9:45 pm            Tragedy Ann
10:45 pm           Kelly Bado

2022
CONCERTS

Please note that these times are Blue Skies times – kinda loose.

with MC Magoo
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